This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://books.google.com/books?id=1dwCAAAAYAAJ&ie=ISO-8859-1

———rl LK

THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY
ASTOR, LENOX AND TILDEN FOUNDATIONS

THE SPINGARN COLLECTION
. OF
CRITICISM AND LITERARY THEORY

PRESENTED BY
J. E. SPINGARN

e SR o T I N




R )



.
[ 7 TOANT T
|
i B
I o
. ¢
R /o
.
U
P .
I3
R -
-
-

ef

R L









ey P e PR e S -t -

AN
gt .
MORAL AND POLITICAL
DIALOGUES;
WITH
- .
, LETTERS ON ‘
CHIVALRY AND'ROMANCE:
BY
THE REVEREND DOCTOR HURD.
. . \ P
IN THREE VOLUMES.
THE FOURTH EDITION.
 VOLUME THE FIRST.
L ON P O N,
PRINTED BY W. BOWYER AND J. NICHOLS,
"§OR T. CADELL, SUCCESSOR TO MR. MILLAR,
IN THE STRAND, /
MDCCLXXI. ) ]LI ;
S nY i
"?‘ T A‘ff&,‘z SN |
ST BT A COANCE 7w !
g2 o B 1\2 S |
_".} : 3 * :



> 7 3 2.,
RGP | Dw R ) S o
»ﬂ L " - 32220 :
<& 2 2 0 02220 5
\, z < 32 e
. w [0 . LPea, 5320 20092
. A ‘ 4 N © e 13053,
- . L 2229 P
N . H
; a o : 25 23320 22222
Ny H e .o . )22 IR
_ S C S 23,00 N
* : ' . . 2., 32233 G0?
3 FE 2 35
N £z >
i L - . ~b- 23292 4,22,
[ Y =t - B 2 a0, 2 9,
m YL 3,,0 s 02 ’e
=~ P 2 o e,
| 22292 *es
: v .~.~~.. X
LERER ]
v 32
I PR > 2,
by f . -
. .
——————— .
———— g
. LT ————— ey .
L

2 -



[}
i

'
. "',.‘

’lrﬁw )

.

C ONTE NLT S.

¢ VOL I

PREFAGE, on the Manner of writing Dialogue.

" PIALOGUE-I.
On Sincerity in the Commerce of the World.
DR. MORE, MR. WALLER. ' <

‘DIALOGUE II.
.« On Retiremept.
MR. COWLEY, DR. SPRAT.

DIALOGUE III.

On the Age of Q. EL1zABETH.
MR. DIGBY, DR. ARBUTHNOT, MR. ADDISON.

*

VoL IL

DIALOGUE IV.
On.the Age of Q, EL1ZABETH.
MR. DIGBY, DR. ARBUTHNOT, MR. ADDISON.

DIALOGUES V, VI,
On the Confiitution of the Englifh Government.
SIR J. MAYNARD, MR.SOMERS, BP. BURNET.
Vor: I. - b VOL.



CONTENTS.

VOL I

" DIALOGUES VII, VIIL

On the Ufes of Foreign Tr@el. ¢ .{

LORD SHAFTESBURY, MR. LOCKE.

XII LETTERS ON
Chivalry and Romance.

PREFACE,




‘"ON TERR

.’~31 MA'HNER OF WRITING DIAI.OGUE.

.F‘ HE former editions of thefe
9;’5.' 3 Dialogues were given with-
o &ta name, and under the fititious
perfoh of an Editor: not, the rea-
. deg may be fure, for any purpofe fo
ﬁ.ﬁy “as that of impofing on the
,«» Publxc, but -for reafons of another
a kmﬂ, which it is- not difficult to
" apprebend.

;HowEVER, thefe reafons, what-
evier they were, fubfifting no longcr,
the w’,nter is now to appear in his -
Tl b2 _own

Y
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own perfon; and the refpeec,,fxe. %

owes to the public, makes - hltn B %

' think it fit to- befpeak their- aqgt_‘epv..«"

thmg-—-

LN

men feem ambitious .of tugnmg"

ance of thefe volumes in anothf)'&
manner, than he fupppfed would B¢
readily permitted to him, under hts A
-affumed chara&er. o SKUYENS .

I. IN an agc, like thls, whemmoﬁ :"

Wrxters, many perfons may, xik; |
it firange that the kind of 6m-

- pofition, which was chiefly ﬁ }lf :

among the mafters of this ngﬁ -‘«-:._‘i
ous and firring famﬂy, hath~'bq "e!
hlthcrto neole&ed SRR 7r 3

C R 0
RERE S AREAM
FT

WHEN the ANTIENTS hadx gr;y;f’,-‘;-’

\

* e BUT What, it W111 befzud" %ﬁ

& ways “the Aﬂnent.r 2 V_And 5!% W&Q :

“,mvﬁ




"PREFACE in
¢t never to take a pen in hand,-but
s¢ the firft. gueftion muft fill bey

" ¢ what our mafters, the antients,
" ¢ have been pleafed to diftate to

¢¢ us? ONE man underftands, .that
s¢ the antient Ode was diftinguith-
« ed into {everal. parts, “¢alled by I
¢ know .not what ftrange names;
¢ and then truly an Englith Ode
s« muft be tricked out .in the fame

- s¢ fantaftic manner, ANOTHER has

¢ heard of a wife, yet merry, com-
¢ pany called a Chorus, which was
¢s always finging or preaching in

¢ the Greek Tragedies; and then,
<« befure, nothing will ferve but we

¢« muft be fung; and preached to,

¢in ours. While a THIRD, is

« {mitten with a tedious long-wind-
¢«.ed thing, which was once en-
¢ dured under the. name of Dia-
. b3 < logue ;
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xii ?REFAGE
_ Nobody, I fuppofe, obJeé'ts to
this practice, when important truths
indeed areto be taught, and when
the ablhtxes of the Tegcher are
fuch as may command refpeét. But
the cafe 1s dlﬂ"erent, when writers
prcfume to try_their hands upon us,
without thefe advantages.  Nay,
and even with them, it can do no
hurt, when. the fubje@t is proper
for familiar dlfcourfe, to throw it
into this gracious and popular form.

- I nave {aid, where the fapjeit is

proper_ for familiar difiourfe; for all
~ fubje@s, I think, cannot, or thould
not, be trcated in thls way.

It is true, the inquifitive genius
of the Academic Philofophy gave
. ’ great

]




PRARFAGE i

gteat {copé to.the frepdom of de-
bate. . Hende the origin of the
Greck.  Diadogue: of -which if
PraTO ;Whsi nat the Imtentor, he‘
svas, akidealt, J;he Model.

-t Lu PR :

e ans ﬁepﬁahl ‘lmmnur was pree
fently much increafed ; and every
thing was now difputed, not for
PraTo’s reafon (which was, allo,
his« mafter’s) for the. fake of ex-
pofing Falfbded and difcovering
Trath; but, becaufe it was pre-
tended that nothing could be cer-
tainly affirmed to be cither zrue or

Jalfe.

Axp, when afterwards Cicero,
our other -great mafter of Dialoguc,
introduced this fort of writing into
Rome, we know that, befides his

profeﬁion
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profeffion of the Academic Se&,
 now extended and indeed outra
into abfelute fceptlclfm, .the very
purpofe he had in philofophizing,
and the rhetorical ufes to which he
put his Philofophy, would deter-
snige him very naturally to the ﬁme
‘prafhcc. A

THus all fubje&s, of what na~
ture and importance foever, were -
_equally difcuffed in the antient Dia-
logue; till -matters were at length
‘brought to that pafs, that the only
end, propofed by . it, was to fhew
the writer’s dexterity in difputing
for, or againft any opinion, without
referring his difputation to any cer-
“tain ufe or-eonclufion at all.

SvucH




PREFACE ‘xVv

Sucu was the charafter of the
antient, and efpecially of the Cice-
ronian Dialogue; arifing out of the
genius and principles of thofe times.

* Bur for us to follow our mafters
in this licence would be, indeed, to
deferve the obje@ted charge of fer-
vtle Imitators; fince the reafons,
that led them into it, do not {ubfift -
in our cafe. They difputed every
thing, becaufe they believed no-
thing. We fhould forbear to dif-
pute fome things, becaufe they are
fuch as, both for their facrednefs,
and certainty,’ no man in his {enfes
affelts to difbelieve. At leaft, the
Stoic BALBUS may teach us a de-
cent referve in ome inftance, Since,
as he obferves, sz is a wicked and
: impious
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impious cuftom to difpute againft the . .

Being, Attributes; and Providence )
of God, whether it be under an .afs
ﬁtmed cbara&er, or /m one's owm [a]
)ii [
THUS much I have thought fit
to fay, to prevent miftakes, and to
fhew of what kind the fuhjeéts are
which may be allowed to enter into
modern Dialogue. They are anly
fuch, as are either, in the -firi&t
fenfe of the word, #zof important,
and yet afford an 1ngenuous:plea£u:c
in the difcuffion of themj; or not fo
important as to exclude the fcepti-
cal inconclufive air, Wh,lch the de-
corum of polite dxaloguc necc(fanly
demands. . o

[4] Mala et impia confuetudo eft contra
Deos difputandi, five ex animo id fit; five
fimulate, De Nat. D, 1. ii, ¢, 67.

Y )

AND,




PREFACE: xvii

Axbp, under thefe reftrictions, we
may treat a number of curious and
ufeful fubjeds, in this form. The
benefit will be that which the an-
tients certainly found in this prac-
.. tice, and which the great mafter of

life finds in the gemeral way of
candour and politenefs,

— parcentis viribus, atque .
Extenuantis eas confultdo —

For, though Truth be not for-
mally delivered in Dialogue, it may
be infinuated; and a capable writer
will find means to do this fo ef-
fe&ually as, in difcuffing both fides
of a queftion, to engage the reader’
infenfibly on that - fide, wherc tbe
Truth lies,

i1, vir
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II. Bur convenience- is not the-
only confideration. The NovELTY
of the thing, itfelf, may well re-
commend it to us.

For, when every other fpecies

of compofition has been tried, and

men are grown fo faftidious as to
receive with indifference the beft
modern produltions, on account of
the too common form, into which
they are caft, it may feem an at-
tempt of fome merit to revive the
only one, almoft, of the antient
models, which hath not yet been
made cheap by vulgar imitation.

I canN imagine the reader will
conceive fome furprize, and, if he
be not a candid one, will ‘perhaps

Ca exprefs

6
t.'
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PREFACE  xx
exprefs fome difdain, at this pre-

- tence to Novelty, in cultivating the

Dialogue-form. For what, he wills
fay, has been more frequently aim-
ed at in our own, and-every moderm
language? Has not every art, nay,

‘every {cience, been taught:in this

way ? And, if the vulgar ufe of any
mode of writing be enough to dif-
credit it, can there be room even
for wit and genius to retrieve the
honour of this trite and hackneyed
form ? “ .

THis, no doubt, may be faid;
but by thofe who know little of the
antient Dialogue, or who have not
attended to the true manner im
which the rules of good writing re-
quire it to be compofed, -

" WE
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WE have what are called Dig-
Yogues i abundance; and. the au-
thors, for any thing I know, might
pleafe themfelves with “iimagining,
they had copied PLaT0 or Cicero.
But in- our . language, at leaft (and,
if I extended the obfervation to the
other modern ones ‘of moft eftima<
tion; I fhould perhaps do .them.ne
wrong) I know ef -nothing in
“the. way of Dialogue that deferves
to be confidered by us with fuch
regard. '

THERE are in Englith .‘THREE
Dialogues, and but Three, that are
#it to be mentioned on’ this occa-
fion: all of them excetlently wel
compofed in their way, and, it muft
be . owned, by the very beft and

politeft
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politeft of our writers. © And ‘had
that: way-been the true one, I.mean-

" that which antiquity andAgood ot

eicifm fecommend to us, the public
had never been troubled swith this
attempt from me, to mtroduce an-

other. -

THE:Dialqgucs I mean are, The
Morekfls of Lord SHAFTESBURY 3
Mr. Appison’s  Treatife on Me-
dafs 5 and the Minuty Philsfopber of
Bifhgp BERkELY : and, where is
the modefty, it will be faid, to at«
tempt the Dialogye-form, if it has
mot fucceeded. in fuch hands ?

‘Tue anfwer is fhort, and; I hope;
not arragant. Thefe  applauded
perfons fuffered themfelves to be
mifled by modern prafice; and, ‘.

Vor. L ¢ with
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with every ability to excel in this
nice -and. difficult compofition; have
written beneath themfelves, only

becaufe they did not keep up to
the antient ftandard. :

Ax eﬁéntxal defe& runs tbrough
them all. They have taken for
their '{peakers, ‘not- real, but Jicki-
tious charalters; contrary to the
pradtice of the old writers; and to -
the infinite difadvantage of ‘this
mode of writing, in every refpe&.-

THE .love of truth, they fay,
is fo natural to the human mind
that we expeét to find the appear-
ance of it, even in our amufe-.

" . ments. In fome indeed, the flen-

dereft thadow of it w111 fuffice : in
others, we reqmre to have the fub-
: ﬁance
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ftance prefented to us. In all cafes,
the degree of probability is to be
eftimated from the nature of the
work. . Thus, for inftance, when a
writer ‘undertakes to infiru&t or en-
tertain us in.the way of Dlalogue,
he obliges himfelf to keep up to
the idea, at leaft, of what he pro-
fefles. The converfation may not
have real{y been fuch as is repre-
fented ; but we expett it to have
all the forsms of -reality..” We bring
with us a difpofition to be deceived
(for we know his purpofe is not to
recite hiftorically, but to feign pro-
‘bably ;) but it -looks like too great
an infult on our underftandings,
when the writer ftands upon no
ceremony with us, and refufes to
be at the expence of a little art or
management to deceive us.

c2 " Hence
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Hince - the probabilities, o,
.what is called the decorum, of this
Eo’mpoﬁtio'nQ We atk, ¢ Who the
perfons are, that are going to con-
verfe beforé us:” ¢ where and
U‘heti the- ‘converfation paﬁ'cd »

and « by What means the com-
pany came togethe‘r - If we are
Tet into none of thefe particulars,
‘or, rather if 2 way ‘be fot found to
fatisfy s in all 6 thém, we take
rio Intereft in “What remains; and
‘give the fpeakers, who in this cafe
are but a {6it " of Puppéts, no more -
“credit, than the ‘opinion Wwe'chance
to entertuin of their Px‘ompter, tle- ‘
‘mands from us.

O the other ‘hand, when fuch
perfons aie’brought into-the-fcene as
3 ' -are
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are well known to us, and are en-
titled to'our refpe& and but fo much
addrefs cmployed in fhewing them
as may give us a colourable pre-
tence to fuppofe them really con-
verfing together, the writer himfelf
difappears, and is even among the
firft to fall into his own delufion.
For thus Cicero himfelf repre-
fents the matter :

¢ T'urs way of difcourfe, fays he,
¢.which turns on the authority of
¢¢ real perfons, and thofe the moft
¢ eminent of former times, is, I
¢ know not how, more interefting

. ¢ than any other: in fo much that .

«in reading my own Dialogue on

“old age 1 am {ometimes ready

*“to conclude, in "good earneft, it
. ¢3 “is
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¢« is not I, but Cato himfelf, who
‘e« is there fpeaking [4]"

So -complete a deception, as this,
requires the hand of a mafter. But
fuch Cicero was; and had it been
his defign to make thé higheft en-
comium of his own Dialogues, he
could not, perhaps, have done it fo
well by any other circumftance.

‘BuT now this advantage is whol-
ly loft by the introdution of fi#-
tious perfons. Thefe may. do in
Comedy; nay, they do the beft there,
where charatter only, or chiefly, is

[#] Genus hoe fermonum, pofitum in ho-
minum veterum auctoritate, et eorum illuf-
trium, pluys nefcio quo-pactorvidetur habere

gravitatis, Itaque ipfe mea legens, fic afficiar
interdum, ut Catonem, non me loqul ex-
itimem. Cic. De Amie. ¢. 1.

defigned,
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defigned. In Dislogue, we muft
have real perfons, and thofe only:
for charalter here is but a fecondary
confideration ; and there is no other
way of giving weight and authority
to the converfation of the piece.

- Anp here, again, CicEro may
inftru&t us ; who was fo fcrupulous
on this head that he would not put
his difcourfe on o/d age into the
mouth of TiTHoNUS, although a
Greek writer of name had fet him .
the example, becaufe, as he obferves,
a fabulous perfon would bave had no
great authority [¢]. What then
would he have faid of merely fan-
cied and sdeal perfons, who have

[¢] Omnem fermonem tribuimus non T'i-
thono, ut Arifto Chius; parum enim offet
" aulloritatis in fabuld. De Sene&. c. 1.

C 4 not .
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hot fo much a5 - that fhadowy. ex-
iftence, which the plauﬁbﬁltv of a
current tale be(’cows? : i

WaueN I fav that charatter is but
a fecondary wnﬁdz’ramn m- Dia-
. logue, the reader fees I confine my-
felf to that fpecies only, which was
in ufe among the antients, properly
fo called ;: and of which' PraTo
and Cicero have left us thé beft
models. .

It istrue, in latey times, a great
wit took upon him to extéend the
province of Dialogue, and, like an-
other ProMETHEUS [d], (as, by an
equivocal fort of compliment, it
feems, was obférved of him) created’

. [d] See the Dialogut entitled, Tighs s
- éinéiley IPOMHOETE o & Niyuc.
' a new
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a new {pecies 3 the merit of ‘which
confifts in- aflociating two things,
not naturally . allied together, T4e
Jeverity of pbilefophic Dialogue, with

- the bumour of the Comic.

", Bur as unnatural-as the :alliance
may feem, this fort of compofition
bhas had its admirers. In particular,

"~ Erasmus was fo taken with Lu-

e1AN’s Dialogue, that he has tranf-
fufed its bigheft graces imto his
own; and employed thofe fine
arms to better purpofe againft the
Monks, than the forger of them
had done, agamft the Philofophers.

* Tt muft frther be confeffed, thet
this inmovatidn of the ‘Greek ‘writer
had fome countenance fronf the
genius of the old Soeratic Dialogue ;

C fuch -
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fuch I meari as it was in the hands
of SOCR\ATES ‘himfelf [¢];  who
- taok his name of “IronisT from

the continued humour and nidicule,

which runs through his moral difs
courfes. But, befides that the
Athenian’s modeft IroNYy was of
another tafte, and better fuited to
the decorum of- converfation, than
the  Syrian’s' frontlefs buffoonery,
there was this further difference in
the two cafes. SoCRATES em-
ployed: this' method of ridicule, as
the only -one by which he could
hope to difcredit thofe mortal foes
of reafon, the SopHists: Lu-
CIAN, in mere wantonnefs, to in-
{ult its beft friends, the Puiroso-
" PHERS, and even the parent of Phir

»

:[e]_"E;-m;ev‘a'c'y.a. (rsddlwr Xen. Mem.

Lic 3
: lofophy,
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lofophy, himfelf. The Sage would
have dropped his IroNY, in the
,company - of the good and wife:
The Rhetorician, is never more
pleafcd than in confounding both,
by his intemperate SATIRE.

HowevEeR, there was likenefs
enough in the features of each man-
ner, to favour Luc1aN’s attempt in
~ compounding his new Dialogue. He
was not difpleafed, one may fup-
pofe, to turn the comic art of So-
CRATES againft himfelf; though
he could not but know that the
ableft mafters of the Socratic fchool
employed it {paringly; and that,
when the illuftrious Roman came to-
philofophize in the way of Dia-
logue, he. difdained to make any ufe
of it, at all.

v IN
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- IN a ward, as it was taken: up, to
- ferve an .occafion, fo it was -very
properly laid afide, with it. And
even while the. occafion lafted, this
" humorous manner. was far .enough,
as I obferved, from being puthed to
a Scenic Jicence; the great artifts
in this way knowing very well,
that, when SocraTes brought
Philofophy from Heaven to Earth,
it was mot his purpofe to expofe
her on the flage, but to intraduce
her into goad company.

AND here, to note it by the way,
what has been. obferved of the
dronic manner of the Socratic Diar
logue, is equally true of its fubtle
queflioning dialeltic gemius.  This,
too, had its rife from .the circum-

. ftances




PREF ACE XEXiH

ftanees- 6f the time, and the -views
of its. author, who cmployed it
~ with much proprlety and even
elegance to entrap, in their ewn
cobweb  néts, the nimute, - quib-
bling, - captious fophifls. . How &
thinced ‘that this part of-its el
radter did not, alfo, ‘ceafé ‘with ¥
" uft, but -was continuid by the diees
ceffors irr that fchool; and -even cak
ried fo far 2s to provoke the rifi-
cule of the wits, till, at léngth, it
brought on the juft -difzrace of the
“Socratic D&alogde itfelf, afl this s .~
the - proper fubjelt -of another ia-

quiry. i

OuRr concern, at prefent, is with
Luctan’s Dielogue ; whether he
were indeed the inventor of -this

fpecies,
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fpecies, or, after SocRATES, only
the cfpoufcr of it.

TrE account, given above, that
it unites and iucorporates the feveral
virtues~ of .the Comic and  Pbilofo-
‘pbic manner, is in LucianN’s own
words[ /] Yet his Dialogue. does
not, -as indeed it could net, cor-
refpond exaltly to this idea. Ci-
CERO thought it no. eafy matter
-to unite Pbilofopby, with Politenefs
and Good-bumour [g]: what then

would he have faid of incorparating
Pbilofopby, with Comic Ridicule 2

To do him juftice, Lucran him-
{elf appears fenfible enough of the

[f ] Pénala xapndy o (eprdrnls QinosiQu.
Igopn. C. 7.
[g] Difficillimam illam focietatem Graui-
tatis cum Humanitate. Leg.'. iii. c. L.

difficulty.
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dxﬂiculty I. bave. prefumed, fays
he, 20 conneét and put together twe
things, ot . very obfequious. to my de-
Sign, nor . difpofed by any natural fym-
pathy to. bear - the ficiely - of each
other[b].. And therefore we find
him on all occafions more- folli-
citous for the fuccefs of this: hazard-
~ous ‘enterprize, than for the credit
.of his invention.. Every body was
.ready to acknowledge the novely
.of -the’ thing-; .but he- had fome rea-
fon to doubt with himfelf,- whe-
ther it were gazed at as a monfter,
or. admired. as a juft and. reafonable
form of compofition.. So-that not
(5] "Evorusoapuser nuds 76 Sru é'xoﬂa wﬁc
dMmre Ewvalayéy % Ewagpicu, & wow weli-
pova, 30t Luapdc drexipna Ty xowwviav.
Mopnd. €. 7. :
- being
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being able to refolve this fcruple;
- to his fatisfation, he extricates
himfelf, as wufoal, from -the per-
plexity, by the ‘foree of his comic
humour; and cenclides at lengtly,
that be had nothing left for it but to
perjlmere in the cheice be Had omte
made; that is, Yo preferve the cre
it of his swn confiftency at leaR,
if e eould mnot prevail to have his
"Dialogue accepted by the -judicious
réadet, under the idea(¥] of con-
‘ﬁﬁent wo@oﬁtzon S

“T'HE ingenious weriter -had, fure-
ty, no better way to take, in his
diftrefs. For the two excellencies,
e meant to incorporate in his Dia-
logue, cannot, in a ’fuprcmc degree

‘[1'] Hfop’no. c. 7. to the énd. Als mﬂmyopzfa
per0s, Co 33. and Zevfise
. of -




PREFACE., xxxvii -
of each, fubfift together. The one
mutft be facrificed to the other. Ei-
ther the philofophic part muft give
place to the dramatic; or the drama-
tic muft withdraw, or reftrain itfelf
at leaft, to give room for a juft dif-
play of the philofophic.

Anp this, in fa&, as I obferved,
is the cafe in Lucian’s own Dia-
logues. They are highly dramatic,
in which part his force lay; while
- his Philofophy ferves only to edge
his wit, or fimply to introduce it.
They have, ufually, for their fub-
je&, not, a QUESTION DEBATED ;
but, a TENET RIDICULED, or, 4
CHARACTER EXPOSED. In this
view, they are doubtlefs inimitable :
I rhean when he kept himfelf, as
too frequently he did not, to fuch

Vor. I. d tenets
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tenets or chdraéters, as deferve to be

treated in this free manner.

Bur after all, the other fpecies,
the jferious, philofophic Dialogue, is
the nobleft and the beft. It is the
mble/}, in all views; for the dlg-
nity of its fubje®, the gravity of its
manner, and the importance of its
end. Itis the beff, too; 1 mean,
it excels moft in the very truth
and art of compofition; as it go-
verns itfelf entirely by the rules of
decorum, and gives a juft and faith-
ful image of what it would repre-
fent : whereas the comic Dialogue,

diftorting, or, at leaft, aggravating

the features of its original, pleafes at
fome expence of probability ; and at
length attains its end but in part, for
want of dramatic aétion, the only

medxum,
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medium, through which bumour can
be perfeitly conveyed:

Tavs, the ferious Dialogue is
abfolute in itfelf; and fully obtains
its purpofe: the humorous or cha-
ralteriftic, but partially; and is, at
beft, the faint copy of a higher
{pecies, the Comic' Drama.

However, the authority of Lv-
ciaN is fo great, and the manner
itfelf fo taking, that for thefe reafons,
but chiefly for the fake of ariety,
the FIRST of the following Dialo- .
gues (and in part too, the sEcoND)
pretends to be of this clifs. -

BuT to return to our proper fub-
je&, THE SERIOUS OR PHILOSOQ<
pHic DiaLoGuE. '

d 2 1: I o8-
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1. I oBsERVED (and .the ‘reafg.z_t
now appears) that characler is a fub-

qrdinate’ confideration, in this ‘Dia- .

dogue. The manners are to be given
indeed, hut-fparingly, : and as it were,
sby.accident. And this grace (which
4o.mych.embellithgs a.well-compofed
work) can only be had by employ-
ing REAL, ENOWN, and RESPECTED
{peakers. Each of thefe circumftan-
.ces, in the choice of a {peaker, is im-
portant. ‘The firf, excites our cu-
riofity : the fecond, affords an eafy
‘oppo:tumty of painting the manners

Ay thofe flight and carelefs ftrokes, -
which alone can be employed for

this purpofe, and which would not,
fufficiently mark the chara&ters of
unknown or fiftitious perfons : and
‘the Jaft, gives weight and dignity- to

thc wholc compofition.
By
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By this means, the dialogue be-
comes, in a high-degtee, natural and,
on that account, affe@ing: a.thou-
fand fine and delicate allufions to the
principles, fentiments, and hiftory of-
the Dialogifts keep their chara@ers:
perpetually in view :- we have:a rule
befere us, by which to eftimate the
~ pertinence and propriety of what is
fuid : and we are pleafed to beir a.
part, as it -were, -in the converfation:
of fuch perfons.

THus the old writers of Dialogue
\charm us, even when their fubjeéts
are unpleafing and could hardly.
merit our attention: but when the
topics are of general "and intimate
concern to the reader, by being dif»
cuffed in this form, they create in
him the keeneft appetite; and are, -
. perhaps, read with a higher pleafure,
dj3 - than
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than- we rececive from moft other
compolitions of litcrary men.

2 It being now apprechended
‘what per/ons are moft fit to be thewn
in Dialogue, the next inquiry will

be, concerning their fyle or manner

of expreffion. And this, in general,
muft be fuited to the condition and
qualities of the perfons themfelves :

that is, it muft be grave, polite, and

fomething raifed above the ordinary
pitch or tone of converfation ; for,
otherwife, it would not agree to the
ideas we form of the fpeakers, gr
 to the regard we owe to real, known,
and ‘refpected perfons, ferioufly de-
bating, as the philofophic dialogue
imports in the very terms, on fome
pleful or important fubjed.

Thys
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‘ THUS far the cafe is plain enough.
The conclufion flows, of itfelf, from
the very idea of a philofophic con-
verfation between fuch men.

- Bur as it éppea_rcd that the

fpeakei' $ propér manners are to be

given, in this Dialogue, it may be
thought (and, I fuppofe, commonly
is thought) that the fpeaker’s proper
SYyle or expreffion thould be given, too.

HERE the fubjec begins to be a lit-
tle nice; and we muft diftinguifh be-
tween: the general caft of expreflion,
and its fmaller and more peculmr
Seatures.

As to the general caft or manner
of fpeaking, it may be well to pre-
ferve fome refemblance of it; for it
refults fo immediately from the

dgs {peaker’s
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fpeaker’s charater, and fometimes

makes fo eflential a part of it, that
the manners themfelves cannot,
otherwife, be fufficiently exprefled.

" AccorpingLy Cicero tells us,
that, in his Dialogues of the complete
Orator, he had endeavoured to fhadow
out, that is, give the outline, as it

were, of the kind of eloquence, by

which his chief {peakers, Crassus
and ANToN1Us, were feverally dif-
tinguithed [£]. This attention has
~certainly no ill effet,when tée man-
ners of fheaking, as here, are. fuf-
ficiently diftin@, . and - generally
known. It was, befides, effentially
neceflary in this Dialogue, where
.- the fubjet is, of eloquence itfelf; and

[#] —quo in genere orationis utrumque
Oratorem cognoveramus,id ipfum fumusin eo-
rum fermone adumbrare conati. DeOrat. iii. 4.

- ) where

. L__‘_.——J
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where the principal perfons appeared,,

and were accordingly to be repre-

fented; in the llght and chara&er of
Jpeakers s that is, where their- dif-
ferent kinds-or manners of {peaking

were, of courfe, to be exprefled.
L]

In Dialogues on: othier ‘fabjeéts, -
Cicero himfelf either neglefs
this rule, or obferves it with lefs
care [/]:'and this difference of con-

[/] A curious paﬂ'age, or two, in his Let-
ters to Atticus, will ferve fo illuftrate this ob-
fervation. The academic quaflions were drawn
up, and finithed, when. a'doubt occurred tq
him, whether he fhould not change one of
the fpeakers in-that Dialogue, and, inftead of
Vamro, introduce Brutus; who would fuit
his purpofe, he faid, juft as well, becaufe his
philofophic principles were the fame with
thofe of Varro—/i addubitas, fays he to At-
ticus, ad Brutum tranfeamus. ER enim is
quogue Antiochius. 1. xiii. 25. Was this a
change to be eaﬁly made, if it were ncceﬂ'ary,

. dué&
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du& is plainly juftified, from the
reafon of the thing.

BuT now when the queftion is,
~of the fmaller features and more
peculiar qualities of flyle or expreffion,
it will be found that the writer of
Pialogue is under no obligation,
either. from the reafon of the thing,
or the beft authorities, to affe&t a
refemblance of that kind.

.AuTHORITIES, I think, there
are none, or none at leaft that de-

. in this kind of writing, to fuit the flyle and
manner of espreffion to the charalter of the
fpeakers ? Yet, hear how megligently he
treats this matter— Opinor igitur confideremus,
etfi nomina jam fafla funt. Sed VEL INDUCI,
VEL MUTARI POSSUNT. L xiii. 14.—In other

" words, provided the caf? of the feveral parts

was the fame, the language of the Dialogue
would require no alteration. It was indiffer-
ent, in this refpe&, who were the fpeakers.

ferve.
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ferve to be much regarded; though
I remember what has been obferved
of an inftance or two of this fort, in
fome of PLAaTO’s Dialogues; where
his purpofe is, to expofe a charaller,
not to debate a philofophic queftion :
and for the impropriety of the thing
- #felf; it may appear from the follow-
* ing confiderations. :

IN general, the reafon, why cha-
raéer is preferved in this Dialogue,
is, becaufe fuch fpeakers, as are in-
troduced in it, cannot be fuppofed
to converfe for any time on a fub-
je& .of importance without difco-
vering {fomething of their own pe-
culiar manners; though the occa-
fion may not be warming enough
to throw them out with that dif-
tin&nefs - and vivacity, which we
expe&t in the progrels of a drama-

: tic
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tic plot. But as to the Janguage of
converfation, it is fo much the fame
" between perfons of education and po-
litenefs, that, whether the fubjett.be
‘interefting, or otherwife, all that you.
can expelt is that the general caff of
expreffion will be fomewhat tindtup-
ed by the muanners, which fhine
through it ; but by no means that
. the f{maller differences, the nicer
peculiarities of ﬁyle, will  be
thewn. . ' ~

Or, we may take the matter
thus. '

Tue reafon, why the geserat
caft or kind of expreffion is different
in two fpeakers; is, becaufe their
charaélers are different, too.. But
charaéter has no manner of in~
fluence, in the eafe. and . freedom of

_converfation,
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converfation, on the idiomatic dif-
Jerences of expreflion; which flow
not from the manners, but from
fome degree of ftudy and affe@ation,
" and -only chara&erize ‘their wnttcn
and -artifictal ‘works.

THus, for inftance, if SALLUsT

and CicEro had come together in
converfation, the former would cer-
tainly have dropped his new words
and pointed fentences : and the latter,
his numerous oratorial persods. All
that might be expefted to appear,
'is, that SaLLustT’s expreffion
would be fhorter and more com-
"pa& ; CicERO’s, more gracious and
flowing, agreeably to the chara&ers
of the two men.

‘ 3 ) Bur
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But there is a further reafon
why thefe characieriftic peculiarities
of flyle muft not be exhibited, or
muft be infinitely reftrained at leaft,
in the fort of compofition we are
now confidering. It is, that the
ftudied rimitation of fuch pcculiari-
ties would be what we call mimicry ;
and would therefore border upon

ridicule, the thing of ‘all othets .

which the genius of this Dialogue
moft abhors. In Comedy itfelf,
. the moft exa& writers do not con-
defcend to this minute imitation.
TeRENCE’s charaters all exprefs
themfelves, I' think, with equal
elegance : even his flaves are made
to fpeak as good Latin, as their
mafters. In the ferious Dialogue,
then, which, from its nature is, in a
much lower degree, . mimetic, that

minute

<

— . ————
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minute attention can by no means
" be required. It will be fufficient
that the fpeakers exprefs themfelves
in tbe fame manner, that is, (pro~
vided the general caff of expreffion
be fuited to their refpe&ive cha-

rallers) in the writer’s own.

Ir there be any exception from
.this rule, it muft be, when the
peculiarities of expreflion are fo
great, ind fo notorious, that the
_ reader could hardly acknowledge
the fpeaker in any other drefs, than
that of his own fiyle. Hence it is
poffible, though CiceEro has left
us no example of this fort, that
if, in the next age, any one had
thought fit to introduce M&CENAS
into Dialogue, he might perhaps -
have been allowed to colour his

language
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language with fome of thofe fpruce

turns -and negligent affeftations, by

which, as a writer, he was fo well
known. Itis, at leaft, on this prin-
ciple that the author of the following
~ Dialogues muft reft his apology for
* having taken fuch hberty, in one or
two inflances, only: in which, how-
ever, he has confined his imitation
* to the fingle purpofe of exhibiting
" fome degree of likenefs to their ac-
knowledged manner of expreffion,
without attempting to expofe it_in
- any firong or invidious light. And,
_after all, if even this liberty, fo
cautioufly taken, be theught too
much, he will not complain of his

critics ; fince the fault, if it be one, -

was cominitted rather in compliance

with what he fuppofed might be the:

‘ 'pubhc judgment, than with his own.
- THE

o ——
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Tue reader has now before ‘him
a fketch of what I conceive to be
the ‘character of the antient philo-
fophic Dialogue ; which, in one
word, may be faid to be, ¢ An
¢ imitated, and mannered con-
¢ verfation between certain real,
“ known, and refpeted perfons,
“ on fome ufeful or ferious fubjedt,
“in an elegant, and fuitably adorn-

‘ ed, but not chara&eriftic ftyle.”

Ar leaft, I exprefs, as I can, my
notion of Cicero’s Dialogue,
which unites thefe feveral cha-
ralters; and, by fuch union, has
effe@ted, as it feems to me, all that
the nature of this compofition re-
quires or ‘admits.

.VOL.\ L e TH‘is, \
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Tuis, I am fenfible, is faying
‘but little, on' the fubjet. But I
“pretend not to do juftice to Ci-
cero’s Drarocues; which are
- oceafionally fet off by that lively,
yet chafte colouring of the manners,
and are, befides, all over fprinkled
with that exquifite grace of, what
the Latin writers call, urdanity (by
which, they meant as well what
was moft polite in the air of con-
verfation, as'in the language of it)
that there is nothing equal to them,
in Antiquity itfelf: and I have
fometimes  fancied, that . even
Livy’s Dialogues[/], if they had
come down to us, would perhaps -
have loft fomething, on a com-

[7] Scripfit enim et D1ALoGos, ques nen

magis philofophiz annumerare poffis, quam
HisTtor1ZE. SENECA, EP. c.

I parifon
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parifon with thefe mafter-pieces of
Cicero’s pen.

3. Bur to this apology for the
ancient .Diaiogue, I fufpe&, it will
be replied, ¢« That though, in the
hands of the Greek and Latin wri-
ters, it might, heretofore, have all
this grace and merit, yet who fhall
pretend to revive it in our days?
or, how fhall we enter into the
fpirit of thjs compofition, for which
there is no encouragement, nor {o
much as the countenance of exam-
ple in real life - No man writes well,
but from his own experience and
obfervation: and by whom is the
way of dialogue now praltifed ?
ar, where do we find fuch prece~
dents of grave and continued con-
verfation in modern times

e 2 A VERY
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A VERY competent judge, and
one too, who was himfelf, as I have
obferved, an adventurer in this clafs
of compofition, puts the objection
home in the following words.

« T'HE truth is, fays he, it would
«be an abominable falthood, - and .
¢ belying of the age, to put fo
« much good fénfe together in any
“ gne converfation, as might make

¢ it hold out fteadily, and with

< plain coherence, for an hour’s
« time, till any oze fubje¢t had been
“ rauonally examlned [m].

Nor is this the only difficulty.
Anotber occurs, from the prevailing

[m] Lord SHAFTESBURY s Moralifts, P. 1.
S. 1.

manners
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manners of modern times, which
are over-run with refpe&, compli-
ment, and ceremony. ¢ Now put
< compliments, {ays the fame wri-
¢¢ ter, put ceremeny into a Dialogue,
¢¢ and fee what will be the effet!
 This is the plain dilemma againft
¢¢ that ancient manner of writing —
«if we avoid ceremony, we are
¢ unnatural : if we uf€ it, and ap-
¢ pear as we naturally are, as wé
¢ {alute, and meet, ‘and treat one
«¢ another, we hate the fight [»].”

TuEesE confiderations are to the
purpofe; and fhew perhaps in a
mortifying manner, that the mo-"
dern writers of Dialogue, the very
beft of them, cannot afpire to the
‘unrivalled elegance of the antient; .

[#] Adv. to an Author, P, 1. S. 111. .
€3 ‘ as
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as being wholly unfurnithed of many
advantages, to this end, which they
¢énjoyed. But ftill the form of writs
ing itfelf, is neither impra&icable,
nor unnatural : and there are certain
neans, by which the difadvantages,
complained of, may be leflened at
leaft, if not entirely removed. |,

To begin with the LasT. It is
very true, that the conftraint of a
formal and ftudied. civility is fo-
reign to the genius of this fort of
compofition ; and it is, alfo, as true,
that fomewhat of this confirained
civility is fcarce feparable from a juft
copy and faithful pi&ure of, conver-
fation in our days. The reafon of
which is to be gathered from the
nature of our policies and govern-
ments. For converfation, I mean
the ferious and manly fort, as well

as
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s eloquence, is moft cultivated and
thrives be@t amid the eguality of
eonditions in republican and pepular
fates.

Awnp, though this inconvenience
be lefs perceived by us of this free
-vountry than by moft others, yet
fomething of it will remain where-
ever monarchy, with its cenfequent
tram of fubordinate and dependent
ranks of men, fubfifis.

Now the proper remedy in the -
cafe is, to bring fuch men only to-
" gether in Dialogue as are of the
{ame rank; or at leaft to clafs our
fpeakers with fuch care as that any
great inequality in that refpe& may
‘be eompenfated by {fome other; fuch
as the fuperiority of age, wifdom,

e 4 talents,
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talents, or the like. . A - Chancellor

of Englond :and 2 Country. Juffice,
or even a Lord and .his Chaplain,

could hardly be thewn in Dialogus,

without incurring fome ridicule.
But' a Judge and.ia . Bifhep, one
would hope, might be fafely brought
together ; and. if a! great Philofo-
pher fhould enter. mito ,debate with
a lettered. Man of Quality,. the in-
-decorum would not be {o violent as

- to be much refented. -

But the influence of modern

 manners reaches even to names and

the ordinary forms of addrefs. In

the Greek and Roman Dialogues,

it wus permitted to accoft the
greateft perfons by their obvious

and familiar appellations. AvLci-
BIADES had no more addition,

than
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"P-R:E FACE - Ig
SoCRATES: - .and . Brygys. and
Czsar; loft no’th,ng -of ;their digs
pity. from being applied. tg, in thofp
dire& . terms.. The modcrns, on. the
contrary, have 'their guards .amg

fepces about them 5 and we hold jt

- an ; incivility to ,aparoach them

withont fome - desgnt. mnphraﬁﬁa

e gaudent pra:nommc molles

... Auricule.

It was principally'f',.I believe, for
this reafon that ‘modgrn. writers of
Dnalogue have had recourfe to fi&ti-
tious names and charalters, rather
than venture on the ufe of “real

ones: the former abfolving them

from thls cumberfome ceremony,
which, in the cafe of the latter, .
could not-fo properly be laid afide. .

PaLzmon
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PaLaMoN and PHILANDER; for
inftance; are not only well-founding
“words; but fide as cafily ihto 2
fentence, and as gtacefully too, a8
Cicero and ArTicus: while the
Mps and thé Sirs; nay his Grave,
Yis Excellency, or Wis Honoar [0}, of
_tnodern Dialogue, *have not only a
formality that hurts the eale of
converfation, but a harthnefs too,
which is fomewhat offenfive to a
well-tuned Attic or Roman ear.

Ary this will be allowed; and
yet, to fpeak plainly and with that
frecdom which antient mantiers in-
dulge, the barbarity of thefe forms
is not worfe than the pedantry of
taking fuch difguft at them. And

 [o] Ldv. to an Muthor, P. 1. towards the
end.
_ there
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there are ways, too, by which the
moft offenfive circumftances in this
account may be fo far qualified as
to be almoft overlooked, or at leaft
éndured. What 1befé are, the ca-
. pable and intelligent reader or wri-
ter is not to be told; and none but
fuch would eafily . apprehend.

To come then to the oT#HER ob-
je&@ion of Lord SHAFTESBURY,
which is more confidérable,

I would be a manifeft falthood,
he thinks, and direétly againft the
truth both of art and nature, to en-
gage the moderns in a grave dif-
courfe of -any length. And it is
true, the great men of our time do
not, like the Senators of antient
Rome, fpend whole days in learned

. Vi : debate
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~ debate’ and - formal difputation : .yet
their meetings, efpecially.in private
parties, with: their friends, are not
fo wholly frivolous,. butthat they
fometimes . difcourfe {erioufly, and
even purfue a fubje&: of:learning or
bufinefs,. not with coherence only,
but with fome care. And.will not
, this be ground enough for a capable
writer to go upon, in reviving the
way of Dialogue between {uch men ?

BuT, to give the moft probable
air to his fition, he may find it ne-
ceﬂ'ary to recede from thc ftrick
imitation of his . orlgnals, in one
inftance.

It leay» be adyifable not to~ take
for his " {peakers, Jving perfons; 1
mean, perfons, however refpelta-

' ‘ ' ble,
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ble, of his own age. We may fancy
of the dead, what we cannot {o rea-
.dily believe ‘of the . living. And
thus, by endeavouring a little to de-
ceive ourfelves, we -may come to
think that natural, which is not
wholly incredible ; and may admit
the writer’s invention for a pitture,
though a ftudied and flattering one, .
it may be, of real life.

~In fhort, it may be a good rule
in modern Dialogue, as it was in
antient Tragedy, to take our fub-
je&s, and choofe our perfons, out
of former times. And, under the
prejudice of that opinion which is
readily entertained of fuch fubjets
and chara@ers, an artift may con-
trive to pafs that upon us for
'Faé?, which was only ingenious
- Fiction;



I m PREFACE.

Fiction; and fo wind up his piece
to the perfeltion of amtient Dia-
logue, without departing too wide-
ly from the decorum and truth of
converfation in modern life.

SucH at leaft is the IpEA, which
the author of thefe Dialogues has
formed to himfelf of the manner in -
which this exquifite fort of com-
pofition may be attempted by- more
fuccefsful writers. For to conceive
an excellence, and to copy it, he
underftands and laments, are very
different things.

THURCASTON:

MDCCLXIV.

MORAL
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DIALOGUE 1

On SinceriTy in the Commerce
of the World.

DR. HENRY MORE, EDMUND WALLER, ESQ,

)
P;

MR. WALLER. °

EN OUGH, enough ‘my friend, on -
the good "old ‘chapter of Sincerity
ard Honour. Your rhetoric, and not
your reafoning, is too much for me. Be-
lieve it, your fine ftoical leflons mutt all
give way to a little common fenfe, I mean,
to a prudent accommodation of ourfelves
to times and circumftances; which, whe-
ther you will dlgmfy it with the name of
philofophy, of no, is the only method of
living with credit in the werld, and even
with fafety. . .

Vor. L B DR,
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DR. MORE. .

. AccoMMODATION i, no doubt, a good
word to ftand in the place of infincerity.
But, pray, in which of the great moral
mafters have you picked up this term,
and much more, the virtuous practice, it
fo well expreffes ? '

MR. WALLER.

I LEaRNT it from the great mafter of
life, experIENCE: A dofor, little heard
of in the fchools, but of more authority
with men of fenfe, than all the folemn
talkers of the porch, or cloifter, put to-
gether. :
DR. MORE.

Arter much referve, I confefs, you
begin to exprefs yourfelf very clearly.
But, good Sir, not to take up your con-
clufion too haftily, have the patience to
hear —

MR. WALLER.
. Have 1 not, then, heard, and fure
with patience enough, your ftudied ba-
rangues
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rangues on this fubjet ? -You have dif-
courfed it, I muft own, very plaufibly.
But the impreffion, which fine words .
make, is one thing, and the conviction
of reafon, another, .And, not to wafte
more time in fruitlefs altercation, let
ME, if you pleafe, read you a leGture of
morals: not, out of ancient books, or .
the vifions of an unprattifed philofophy,
but from the fehools of bufinefs and regl
life. Such a view of things will difcre-
dit thefe high notions, and may ferve,

. for the future, to amend and rectify all

your fyftems.

DR. MORE. ‘
CoMMEND me to a man of the world,
for a retifier of moral fyftems!—Yet, if
it were only for the pleafure of being let

_inta the fecrets of this new do&ripne of

Accommodation, ] am content to become
a patient hearér, in my turnj and the
rather, as the day, which, you fee, wears
apace, will hardly give keave for intar-

B2 -, rupdon,
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ruption, or indeed afford you time enough
for the full difplay of your wit on this
extraordinary fubject.

MR. WALLER. 5

We have day enough before us, for
the bufinefs in hand. °Tis true, this

. wood-land walk hasnot the charms, which

you lately beftowed on a certain philo-
fophical garden[a]. But.the heavens are
as clear, and the air, that blows upon us,
as frefh, as in that fine evening which
drew your friends abroad, and engaged
them in a longer debate, than that with

‘which T am now likely to detain you.

For, indeed, I have only to lay before
you the refult of my own experience
and obfervation. All my arguments are
plain faéts, which.are foon told, and about
which there can be no difpute. You

fhall judge for yourfelf, how far they "

[a] The. fcene of Dr. Mozg’ s DiviNE Dia-
LOGUES, printed in 1668.

d will
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will authorize the conclufion I mean to
draw from them.

Tue point, I am bold enough to
maintain againft you philofophers is, brief-
. 1y, this; « That fincerity, or a {crupulous
. % regard to #ruth in all our converfation
¢ and behaviour, how fpecious foever it
¢ may be in theory, is a thing impofiible
¢ in praltice; that there is no living in
¢¢ the world on thefe terms; and that a
"¢ man of bufinefs muft either quit the
 {cene, or learn to temper the ftrictnefs
“ of your difciplfie with fome reafon-
¢ able accommodations. It is exatly
< the dilemma of the poet,

¢ Vivere fi refte nefcis, difcede peritis ;
¢« of all which I prefume, as I faid, to
¢ offer my own experience, as the fhort-
#¢ eft and mo(tconvmcmg demonttration.”

DR. MORE.

- THE fubje&, I confefs, is fairly deli-

vered, and nothing can be jufter than
B3  this
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this appeal to experience, provided you
do not attempt to delude yourfelf or me,
by throwing falfe colours upon it.

MR. WALLER.

It ‘will be your bufinefs to remon-
firate againft thefe arts, if you difcover
any foch. - My intention is to proceed in
~ the way of a direct and fimple recital.

s¢ I was born, as you know,.of a good
family, and vo the inheritance .of this
paternal feat [#], with the eafy fortune -
that belongs to it. To this, I fucceeded
but too foon by the untimely lofs of an
excellent father. His death, however,
did not deprive me of thofe advantages,
which are thought to arife from a fri
and virtuous education, This care de-
volved on my mother, a woman of great
prudence, who provided for my inftruc-
tion in letters and . every other accom-

[4] As BeACONSFIELD in Bucks, the fuppofed
feenelof the Dialogue,
: plithment,
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plithment. I was, of myfelf, enough in-
clined to books, and was fuppofed to have
fome parts, which deferved cultivation.
I was accordingly trained in the ftudy of

“thofe writings, which are the admiration

of men of elegant minds and refined
morals. I was a tolerable mafter of the
languages, in which they are compofed;
and, I may venture to fay, was at leaft
imbued with their notions and principles,
if I was not able at that time to catch the
fpirit of their compofition: all which
was confirmed in me, by the conftant
attendance and admonitions of the beft
tutors, and the ftri¢ difcipline of your col-
leges. I mention thefe things to fhew
. you, that [ was not turned Joofe into the
world, as your complamt of men of bu-
finefs generally is, unprincipled and un-
inftru@ed; and that what auftere men
might afterwards rake for fome degree
ef libertinifm in my condué, is not to
be charged on the want of a fob¢r o
even learned education,”

B 4 PR,
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DR, MORE.

.1 uNDERSTAND you mean to take no
advantage of that plea, if what follows

be not anfwerable to fo high expectations.

MR. WALLER.

Tmz feafon was now comie, when my
* rank and fortune, together with the foly
licitations of my fnends, drew me forth,

- though relu&antly, from the college into

the world. I was then, indeed, under
twenty: bwt fo pradifed in the beft

things, and fo enamoured of the moral

leflons which had been taught me, that
* I carried with me into the laft parliament
of king JamEs, not the fhowy accom-
plithments of learning only, but the
high enthufiafh of a warm and active
virtue. Yet the vanity, it may be, of a
young man, diftinguithed by fome advan-
tages, and confcious enough of them, was,
. for a time, the leading principle with
me. In this dnfpoﬁtlon, it may be fup-

X - pofed,
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pofed, I could not be long without de-
firing an introduction to the court. It
was not a fchool .of that- virtue I had
been ufed to, yet had fome perfons in
it of eminent worth and honour. A vein
of poetry, which feemed to flow natu-
rally from me, was that by which I
feemed moft ambitious to recommend
myfelf {¢’. And occafions quickly of-
_ fered, for that purpofe. But this was a
play of ingenuity in. which the heart
had no fhare. I made complimentary
verfes on the great lords and ladies of
the court, with as much fimplicity and as
little meaning as my bows in the draw-
ing room, and thought it a fine thing
to be taken notice of, as,a wit, in the
fathionable circles. In the mean time,
the corruptions of a loofe diforderly

[c] See his #orks, where are fome picces of a

» very early date; though Lord CLARENDON tells us,

be was near thirty years of age, before he was much

taken notice of, as @ Post.  Contin, of his Life, P. L.
p- 25 . .

court
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court gave me gréat fcandal. And
the abject flatteries, I obferved in fome
of the higheft ftations and graveft
charaters, filled me with indignation,
As an inftance of this, I can never for-
get the refentment, that fired my young
breaft at the converfation you have often
heard. me fay I was prefent at, betwixt
_the old king, and two of his court pre-
lates[d). And if the prudent and witty
turn, the venerable bithop of Winchefter

gave to the difcourfe, had not atoned, -
in fome meafureé, for the rank offenfive
feryility of the other, it had been enough
- to determine me, forthwith, to an implaca
ble hatred of kings and courts for ever,

DR. MORE,

Ir muft be owned the provocation
was very grofs, and the offence taken at
it no more, than a fymptom of a ge-
nerous and manly virtue.

[d] Dr. ANDREWS, bifhop of Winchgfler, and Dr.
NEeaL, bithop of Durbam. The ftory is well knowns

SR : MR-
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MR. WALLER.

It left a deep impreffion on my mind s
yet it did not hinder me from appearing
" at court in the firft years of the fol-
Jowing reigh, when the vanity of a
thoughtlefs mufe, rather than any relax-
ation of my ancient manners, drew from
me, again, forne occalional panegyries en
greatnefs ; which being prefented in
- verfe, I thought would hardly be fufpected
of flattery,

DR. MORE,

Tris indulgence of a thowghtics mafe

(as you call it) was not without its dan-

I am afraid this muft pafs for

the firft inftance of your facnﬁc:ng to
INSINCERITY.

MR. WALLER.

Your fears are too hafty. This was
ftill a trial of my wit: and after a few
wanton circles, as it were to breathe and

exercife -
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exercife my mufe, I drew her in from
thefe amufements to a ftricter manage
and more fevere difcipline. The long
_interval of parliaments now followed;
and in this fufpenfion of bufinefs I ap-
plied myfelf to every virenous purfuit
that could be likely to improve my mind,
or purify my morals. Believe me, I can-
not to this day, without pleafure, refle&
on the golden hours, I paffed in the fo-
ciety of fuch accomplithed men, as

- FaLkLaND, Hvype, and CuiLLING- -

worRTH. And, for my more retired
amufements at this place, you will judge
of the good account I might render of
thefe, when I add, they were conftantly
fhared with that great prelate, who,
now, with fo much dignity, fills thc
throne of Winchefter [e]

DR. MORE,
THuis enthufiafm of your’s is catch-
ing, and raifes in me an incredible ithpa-

[¢] Dr. GEorGE MoORLEY.
. . fience

4
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tience to come at the triumphs of 2 vir-
tue, trained and perfected in her beft
fchoal, the converfation of heroes and
fages.

MR. WALLRER.

. You fhall hear. ‘The jealoufies, that
had alarmed the nation for twelve years,
were now to have a vent given them, by
the call of the parliament in April 1640.
As the occafion, on which it met, was in
the higheft degree interefting, the affem-
bly 1tfelf was the moft auguft, that per-
haps had ever deliberated on public
councils. There was a glow of honour,
of liberty, and ‘of virtue in all hearts, in
all faces: and yet this fire was tem-
pered with fo compofed a wifdom, and fo
fedate a courage, that it feemed a fynod
of heroes; and, as fome would then
fay of us, could only be matched by a
fenate of old Rome in its age of higheft
glory. To this parhamcnt I had the
honour to be deputed, whither I went

1’ with
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with high-erefted thoughts, and a heart .
panting for glory and the true fervice
of my country. The diffolution, which
fo unhappily followed, ferved only to
increafe this ardour. So that, on our
next meeting in November, I went freely
and warmly into the meafures of thofe,

- who were fuppofed to mean the_ beft,

I voted, I fpoke, I impeached [f]. Ina
word, I gave a free fcope to thofe ge-
nerous thoughts and purpofes which had
been colletting in me for fo many years,
~ and was in the foremoft rank of thofe,
whofe pulfe beat higheft for liberty, and
who were moft active for the intereft of
the public. -

. DR. MOQRE. .
Twis was indeed a triumph, the very-
memory of which warms you to this

. {f] This alludes to the impeachment of Mr.
Faflice CRawLEY, Fuly 6,1641, for his extrajye
dicial opinion in the affair of Ship-monsy. Mr.
‘WALLER’s fpeech on this oceafion is extant amongft
hi. m. ’ » )
' mament.
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moment. So bright a flame was not
calily extinguihed.

~

MR. WALLER,

IT continued for fome time in all
its vigour. High as my notions were of
public liberty, they did not tranfport
me with that zeal which prevailed on
fo many others, to act againft the juft
prerogative of the crown, and the an-
cient conftitytion. I owe it to the cong
* verfation ‘and inflyence of the excellent
fociety, before mentioned, that neither
the fpirit, the fenfe, nor, what is more,
the relationfhip and intimate acquaint-
ance of Mr. Hamepen [g], could ever
biafs me to his decper defigns, or any
" irreverence to the unhappy king’s per-
fon. Many things concurred to pre-
ferve me in this due mean. The violeat
tendencies of many councils on the par-
liament’s fide; many.gracious and im- -
. portant compliances on the king’s; the
{£] The fampus Mr. HAMPREN was his yngle.

- great
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great examples of fome who had mofk
authority with good men; and laftly,
my own temper, which, in its higheft

fervours, always mclmed to moderation 3 -

thefe and otheér circumftances - kept” me
from the excefles, on either hand, which
fo few were able to avoid in that fcene
of public confufion.

' DR. MORE.

Tuis moderation carries with it all

“ the marks of a real and confirmed virtue.

MR. WALLER.

I raTHER expefted you would have
confidered it as another facrifice to In-
_Jfincerity.  Such, I remember, was the lan-
guage of many at that'time. . The en-
thufiafts on both fides agreed to ftigma-

tize this temper with the name of New-

trality. Yet this treatment did not pre-
vent me, when the war broke out, from
taking a courfe which, I eafily forefaw,
-would tend to increafe fuch fufpicions;

foe




_ AND POLITICAER  3if -
for .now, o open a frefh fcene w.you; X
. hed affumed, if nos new principlcs, yes
new notiess of the-:mannpe in which
good. policy - required me to exert my.
old ortes; "The. general virtue; or w
bed the appearance of it at Jeaft
hitherto made plein-dealing 41 exfy and
convenient conduck. - Bue thirigs were.
now echanged: : The thinds of il men
were on fire: deep defighs wert haid, and,
no pragtice fludkat tbatfmlghtbomer
0 advance the: ewecution of them. In
this fituatibn of affsitl; what cotild fimple
honefly do; but defést the purpofe and.
endanger the fafety of ‘its mifter ? 1 now,
firft, began to.refle& that.this was-a vir-
tue for other times: at leaft, that not to
qualify it; in fome fort, was, at fuch a
junéture, not honefty, but imprudence ::
and when I had once fallen into this
train of thinking, it is womderful how
many things-occurtcd to me to juftify
and recommend it. The humour. of a&-
ing always 6 one prmcﬁm, 1 &id

Vo:.. L to
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h Heyfctf, ¥he-thar of fitliacowith one
wiid ¢ WIRWEIE ¥hE expeit diairerwing
Ma Gty By PIgiKs in 41l dife®9OnS, As vec
&ifioAt Rrvd, ad mikitig the beft of 218
‘Weithén, - Then T: éonhiderdd with 'my-
ol dhie- Badspllidp, Th ik & oifuned
“fure, 'of ~Cur® uml- Biev s, and culityt
approved tis My ows wind the mofe
‘pisat: 80l ednciliating method of Gy
- estio.  Thofe Roics, dhoight 1, ruitied
themfedoes - and: ehivie wadfe by 2 oo pba
finate "adhetence toewir foftem. . The
Kberak aid move enlargiée tondudk of i
. dcastennic,” who' took .advaitage of wi
winds ‘that . Blew ini that-thrte. of civil dife
fenfion, Tnd 'a- chance atsleakt;. for doing
_his coumsy beteér fervice, . Qlifervation,
- as well as books, fernithed me with thefe
reflections. I perceived with what dif-
ficulty the Lord FacknAns’s rigid prioe.
eiplés “had fuffered him to dccept an of-
‘fice of the greateft comfequence to the
public fafety [3]: and -1 undetftood- to
! [4) ThatobSecretaryof State. The Logd CLAREN-
'pax tells us it was with: the utmoft dlﬂicukyhh;
- w
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%hat an extredme this fcmpks had cat-
tied him in ¢he difcharge of it [1]: “This;
éoncluded ¥, can-never Be the office
of virtue ifi- fuch a world; ané ' fuch 2
period;  Arid then that of the -poet; g
fkilled in the ’knoWledge of hfe, occm're&

fo me,

K

perfuaded hxm o ahcept it & Thete Were two con<
fiderations (fays the hiftorian) that made moft im-’
preflion on him ; the one, left the world fhould be- .
Lieve that his own ambifien. i procured this pro<
inotiog; and tha:.hc had thefefos appared fi
in the houfe to oppofe thofe: pxj:ceedlngt, thgnmilz
migtit therdby fEmdet 'hifnifel f.graciolis to thi couvut
‘The ather, ¥ tht King fhould-enped fuch afuby
iiffiort nd fefignation of himfelf and his own!
feafon and judgment to his commands, as ‘W
fhould never give or pretend to give; for he was
fo fevere an adorer of trath, thiatthe would as eaﬁly
’gave given himfelf leave to fieal as to drffemble,

¢ Biive

{#] The noblé tiiftoridn, bhefotey “iedy gives us two'
inftances -ofiLerd FAL kL AND's {¢ rupnlofity, The
one was,  That he could never bripg himfelf to
employ fpies, or give any.countdndnte of -énters
tainmeht to fherh :* Tthe other, * Fhat h¢ coumld
never aflow il -the. libesty af .opening lett a¥
upon 2 fufpicien that they might «contain matter o
dtngcrws con{equence.”' B.viily, - .

T Ex o &dqut
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- aut virtus nomen imane eft,

Autdecus et pretium refte petit xxreri1ENs virg:
that is, as Iexplamcdlt,“Thc manof
a ready and dextrous turn in affairs; one
who knows how to take advantage of
all citcumftances, and is not reftrained,
by his bigotry, from varying his conduét,
as occafions ferve, and makmg as it were,
experiments in bufinefs.”

) DPR. MORE.

You poets, I fuppofe, have an exclu-
five right to explain' one another; or
thefe words might feem to bear a morg
natural interpretation, _

MR. WALAER. .

You will underftand from this ac-
count, which I have opened ‘fo particu-
larly to you, on what reafons I was in-
duced to,alter my plan, or rather to pur-
fue it with thofe arts of prudence and
addrefs, which the turn of the times had
, fow. sendered neceflaty. The conclu-
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fion was, I refolved to pnrfue fteadily
the king’s, which at the fame time was
manifeftly the nation’s, intereft, and yet
to keep fair with the parliament, and the
managers on that fide; for this appeared
the likelieft way of doing him real fer-
vice, And yet fome officious fcruples,
which forced themfelves upon me at firft,
had like to have fixed me in other mea-
fures. In the ftream of thofe, who chofe .
to defert the houfes rather than fhare in
the violent counfels that prevailed in
them, the general difguft had, alfo, car-
ried me to withdraw myfelf, But this
ftart of zeal was foon over. 1 prefently
faw, and found means to fatisfy the king,
that it would be more for his fervice
that I fhould return to the parliament.
I therefore refumed my feat and took
‘leave (to fay the truth, it was not denied
me by the houfe, who had their own
ends ta ferve by this indulgence [£]) to

[#] To this purpofe my Lord Crarenvoy. « He
{Mr, W.] fpoke, upon all occafions, with great '
: C3 reafon
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reafon and debate inall points Wity
great freedom. At the fame time my
affetions to. the common intereft werg -
pot fufpected ; for, having no connexion
with the court, nobody thought of’
charging me with private views; and
not forgettmg, befides, to -cultivate 2
good undcrﬁ:andmg with the perfons of
chicf credit in the houfe, the plainnefs I
nfed could only be taken for what it
was, ap hopeft and parliamentary liberty.
‘This fituation was, for a time, vepy fa-
vourable to me: for the king’s friends re-
, garded me as the champion of their
gaufe; whillt the prudence of my car-:
page toward; the leading mmembers fe-

fharpnefs and freedom : which {now there were fo
few that ufed i it, and there was no danger of being
-over-votgd) was not refirained ; and therefore ufed
as an argument againt que, who were gone upon -
pretcnce, that they were not fuﬁ'emd to declare their
opinion freely in the houfe; which could not
be believed, when. all men knew what hbeny ‘M.
WALLER took, and {poke every day with i 1mpumty,

) a.gamﬁ the fenfe. and proceedmgs of the hou{e. !

P vu.

cured
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cured me, in a good d¢oree, from theiy,
_gealoufy .

. lik, MORE.

Yom. policy, I obferve, had now
‘taken a more refined turn. The junc-
eure of affairs xmght poffibly juftify this
addrefs : but the gtound you ftood upon
was f{lippery; 3nd I own myfelf algemed
4t what may be the opnfequenge of this
(olhcxtous purfuit of popula.my, _

" MB. WALLES.

No excepuon, I think, can h: fairly
-nkn at the methods, by which I pux-
fued it. However, this populardity it was,
as you rightly dixine, which drew upon
e 3)l.the rmfclu;t} that followed, For
She apphca.qgn gf 3l men, difpofed to .
thc kngg fcrvlc;, M3s now ch]e tq me.
I had ap opportuniry, by this means, of
knowing the. chara&pr; and vwm Q,f
Parqcular ?eﬁons, apd of ge 3p
mﬁght ingo the ;rqc Rapg gf th:l;gngs

S 4- aﬂ"iul'sz



AJ

‘44 DIALOGUES MORAL

affairs, "And thefe advantages, in the
end, drove me on the projet, which, op
the difcovery,  came to be called my

_Plot:. an event, which, with all its par-
‘ticulars, you underftand too well to need

any information from me about it.

DR. MORE.

 Tue ftory, as it was noifed abroad, I
‘am no ftranger to: but this being one
~ of thofe occafions, as they fay, in which

both your pohcy and virtue were put tg .

* the fharpeft trial, it would be much to
“the purpofe, you have in view by this

recital, to’ favour-me’ with your own ac-
count of it.

“ MR, WALLER,
To lead you through all particy-

‘lars, would not fuit with the brcvit);, you
‘require of me. But fomething I will fay

to obviate the miftonceptions, you may -
poflibly have entertained of this bufi-

pefs{7].  For the plot itfelf, the utmoft

[1} Ses Lord Cx.u.zunoxs Hiftory. .
- of
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of my defign was only to form fuch a
_ combination among the honeft and well-

affe@ed of all forts, as might have weight
enough to incline the houfes to a peace,

"and prevent the miferies, that were too
‘certainly to- be apprchended from a civil

war. It was never in my thoughts to

" furprize the parlisment or city by force,

or engage the army in the fupport and
execution of my purpofe. But my de-
fign in this affair, though the fury of my

‘enemies and the fatal jealoufy of the
.time would not fuffer it to be rightly

underftood, is not that which my friends
refented, and which moft men were dif-
fed to blame in me. It was my be-

“haviour afterwards, and the obliquity of
‘fome means, which I found expedient to
‘my own fafety, that expofed me to fo

rude a florm of cenfure. It continues, -
Y know, to' beat upon me even at this
diftance. But the injuftice hath arifen
from the force of vulgar prejudlcca,
add from the want of entering into thofe

enhrged
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enlarged prmcgples, on whxch it was. ge-
«ceffary for me to proceed in thac Junc-
- ture.

DR. MORE.
_ YET the ill fuccefs of. this plot itfelf
might have thewn you, what the defign
«of alting on thefe enbanged principles
.was likely to gome to. It wasan un-
Jucky experiment, this, yeu had made in
the mew arts of living; and fhould have
been a warning to you, not to proceed in
:3 path which, at the very entrance of

+jt, had mvolved you in fuch d:ﬂiculnes. .

MR. WA{-LEB.

. . ,
No, it was not the new path, you oh-

je@ to me, but the good old .road of
- Sincerity, which mifled me intq thofe

Jrambles. I, in the fimplicity of .my

Jheart, thought it ‘my duty to ‘adhere tp
the injured king’s caufe, and believed
- .y continuance in parliament the fairef,
as well as the like]ieft methqd, that
.could be taken to fuppert it. .Had I

5 tempe
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femparized fo far as cither to defert
my pripce, and firike in with the parlia-
ment, or, on the other hand, had left
the houfe and gone with the feceders
to Oxford, either way I had been fecure, .
But refolving, as I did, to hold, my prin-
c1plcs, ‘and follow my judgment, I fell
into thofe unhappy sircumitances, from
which all the dexterity, I afterwards af-
[umed, was litfle enoqgh to deliver me.

DR. MORE.

Bur if your intentions were fo pure,
'and the methods, by which you refolved
10 profccute them, fo blamcleﬁs, how
happened it that any plot could be work-
ed up of fo much danger to' your hfc and
'Perfon P _
‘ ~ MR, WALLER,

Tris was thg very thmg I was going
to explin to you, My intentions to-
.wards .the parliament were fair and ho-
.pourablc ag I retamedfmy feat there,
I could pot allow myfclf in the ufe of

any
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‘any but parliamen;ai'y- methods to prod !
“mote the caufe I had undertaken. And |

. this, as I faid, was the whole purpofe of
- the combination,” which was made the
‘pretence to ruin me: for my unhappy
proje&t of a' reconciliation was fo in-
- extricably copfounded with another of
‘more dangerous tendency, the commiffion
‘of array, fent at that time from Oxford,

" that nothing, I.prefently faw, could pof-

fibly difentangle fo perplexed a bufinefs,
or defeat the malice of my enemies, if I
attempted, in the more dire¢t way, to
ftand on my defence. Prefumptions, if
not proofs, they had in abundance: the
confternation of all men was great;
their rage, unrelenting ; and the gene-
ral enthufiafm of the time, outrageous.
Confider all this, and fee what chance
there was for efcaping their injuftice,
'if I had reftrained myfelf to the fole ufe
of thofe means, which-you men of the
cloifter magnify fo much, under I know
not what names of Sincerity and Honosr.

' And,

!
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And, indeed, this late experience, of what -
was to be expefed from the way of
plain-dealing, had determined me, hcpce-
forth, to take a different route; and,

fince I had drawn thefe mifchiefs on
myfelf by Sincerity, to try what a little
. management could do towards bringing
me out of them.

DR. MORE.

¥t was not, I perceive, without caufe,
that the fubtlety you had begun to
have recourfe to, filled me with appre-
henfions. Sincerity and Honour, Mr.
‘WALLER, are plain thmgs, and hold no
acquaintance with thisingenious cafuiftry.

MR. WALLER.

WHaAT, not in fuch a fituation? It

fhould feem, then, as if you moralifts - )

conceived 2 man owed nothing to him-
felf : that felf-prefervation was not what
" God and Nature have made it, the firft
and moft binding of all laws: that a

man’s
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tan’s family, not to fay his country,
have no intereft in the life’ of an infro-
éent and deferving citizen ¢ and, i one
wotd, thar prudete - is ‘"but an empty
famé, though 3 yod give it 4 place dntong
your cardinal virtues. AN this muft be
¢ontluded beforé you fejéd, 4s unlaw:
ful, the means, I was forced upoh, at this
feafon, for my- defence: means, I pre-
fume to fay, fo fagely contrived, and, as
" my very enemies will own, eXecuted fo
happily, that I cannot to this day reflett
on my ‘conduct in that aﬁ'axr, without
fatisfation,

DR, MORE,
Yer it had fome confequences which
a man of your generofity would a little
ftartlc at—

MR. WALLER.
1 UNDERSTAND you: my friends —
But I fhall anfwer that objeltion’ in fts

placc.
Ler
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Ler mé at- prefent go on with the

particulais of my ‘defénte. The oc-

eafion, -as- jou fee; was’ ‘diftrefsful to the
laft degree. Ta deny or defend myfelf
from the charge, was a thing impoffible.
What téinained then but 1o cohfefs it,
and in o frank ahd ample a manner, as
might befpeak the pity or ‘engage the
prote&im ‘of ty accufers. I refolved
to- fay -néthing but the srarh; and, if
ever the whole truth may be fpokes, it’
i8, when fo alarming an otcafion calls for

jit:  Belidés, what had others, who might
‘Be affeted by the difcovery, to'com-

phain of? 1 ‘difelaimed 'm0 part of the’

- gandt” ﬁlyfel’f' nor. could any confeflion®

be miade, ‘that did not firft and chiefly*
affe@® me.' And if I, who was principal’

~in the contrivance, had the beft chance

for efcaping by fuch confeéffion, what’
hiad they; who were only accompllces,’
to apprehend from it ? Add to this, that’
the number and credit of the perfons,’ -
who: were charged with-having a fhare”

. in
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in the defign, were, of all others, the like-
lieft confiderations to- prevail with the
boufes to drop the further pro[ecuuon
of it.

-WeLL, the difcovery had grcat ef-
fets. But there was no ftopping here.
Penitence, as well as confeflion, is ex-
pected from a finner. I had to do with -
hypocrites of the worft fort. 'What fair-
er weapons then, than hypocrify. and
diflimulation? . I counterfeited the ftrong-
eft remorfe, and with a.life and fpiric
that dlfpofed all men to believe, and
moft; to pity me. My trial was put off
in very compaffion to my diforder; which,
in appearance, was fo great, that fome
fufpected my underftanding had. been:
affected by it. In this contrivance I had
* two views ; to gain time for my defence,
and to keep it off till the fury of my pro-
fecutors was abated. In this interval,
indeed, fome of my accomplices fuffered.
But how was it poffible for me to appre-

~ -hend
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hend that, when, if any, I myfelf might

expect to have fallen the firft viGim of
their refentment ? .

Ay

DR. MORE.

Ir this apology fatisfy yourfelf, I nccd. ,

not mterrupt your ftory \Vlth any ex-
ceptions.

MR. WALLER.
It was, in truth, the only thing which
aHicted the if the courfe of this whole
bufinefs. But time and refle@ion have
reconciled me to what was, in fome fenfe,
occafioned, but certainly not intended,
by me. And it would be a ftrange mo--
rality that fhould charge a man with
~ the undefigned confequences of his own
actions. :
DR. MORE.
AND were all the fymptoms of a.dif-
turbed mind, you made a thew of, then
entirely counterfeit ? :

Vou. L. . D MR,
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MR. WALLER.

As certainly as thofe of the Roman
BruTus, who, to tell you the truth, was
my example on that occafion. It was the
bufinefs of both of us toelude the malice
of our enemies, and referve ourfelves
for the future fervice of our refpective
" countries.

Bur all I have told you was only a
prelude to a further, and ftill more neeef- -
fary, a¢t of diffimulation. Had the houfe
been left to itfelf, it might poffibly have
abfolved me, on the merits of fo large a
' confeffion, and fo lively a repentance.

But I had to do with another clafs of
men, with holy inquifitors of fordid
minds, and four fpirits; prieftly re-
formers, whofe fenfe was noife, and reli-
gion fanaticifm, and that too fermented
with the leaven of earthly avarice and
ambition. Thefe had great influence
" both within doors and without, and would

regard
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regard what had hitherto paffed as no-
thing, if I went not much further. To
. thefe, having begun in-fo good a train,
I was now to addrefs myfelf. I had
ftudied their humours, and underftood to
a ottle the arts, that were moft proper
to gain them.

~ Tae firft ftep to the countenance and
good liking of thefe reftorers of primi-
tive parity was, I well knew, the moft -
implicit fubjeCtion both of will and un-
derftanding. I magnified their gifts, I
revered their fan&ity, I debafed myfelf
with all imaginable humility: I extolled
them with the groffeft flattery.

Havine thus fucceeded to my with
in drawing the principal of thefe famnts -
around me, I advanced further: I fought
vherr inftruction, follicited their advice,
and importuned their ghoftly confolation.
‘This brought me into high favour:
daeyrega:dedmasone,whowxﬁmd and

D13 deferved
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deferved to be enlightened : they ftrove
which fhould impart moft of their lights
and revelations to me. I befought them
to expound, and pray, and preach be-
fore me: nay I even preached, ‘and
prayed, and expounded before them.
T out-canted the beft-gifted -of them;
and out-railed the bittereft of all -their
decriers of an anti-chriftian prelacy. In
fhort, it would have mbved your laughter
or your indignation to obferve, how fub-
miffively I demeaned myfelf to thefe
fpiritual fathers; how I hung on their
words, echoed their coarfe fayings, and -
mimicked their beggarly tones and gri- -
maces.

To compleat the farce, I intreated
their acceptance of fuch returns for
their godly inftruétions, as fortune had
enabled me to make them. I prevailed
wnth them to give leave that fo unwor-
thy a pcrfon might be the inftrument of
convcymg carthly accommodanons to

~ thefe
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thefe difpenfers of heavenly treafures;
and it furpafles all belief, with what an
avidity they devoured them!? It is true,
this laft was a ferious confideration : in
all other refpects, the whole was a perfect
comedy ; and of fo ridiculous a caft, that,
though my fituation gave me power of
face to carry it off gravely then, I have
pever refleted on it fince wnthout
laughter.

DR. MORE.

TruLy, as you defcribe it, it was no -
erious fcene, But what I admire moft
is the dexterity of your genius, and the
prodigious progrefs, you had now made in
your favourite arts of accommodation.

MR. WALLER.
NecessiTy is the beft mafter. Be-
fides, can you blame me for taking more
than common pains to outdo thefe mif~

- creants in their own way; Imxght fay,

to excel in an art which furpaffes, or at .

leaft comprizes in it, the effence of. an \

D3 trug -
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- —true wifdom? The precept of your ad-
mired ANTONINUS, as youreminded me to
day, is StmpLIFY YourseLF [m]. That,
¥ think, was the quaint expreffion, It
had fhewn his reach and maftery in the
trade he profeffed, much more, if, inftead
of it, he had preached up, Accommo-
PATE YOURSELF; the grand fecret, ag
long experience has taught me, Jeme
keateque vivends.

- ArL matters thus prepared, there was
row no hazard in playing my laft game.
I requefted and obtained leave to make
my defence before the parliament. I
had acquired a knack in fpeaking; and
had drawn on myfelf more credit, than
fine words deferve, by a fcenical and fpe-
cious eloquence. If ever I acquitted my-
felf to my wifh,. it was on this occafion.
I foqthed, 1 flattered, I alarmed: every

[7] “Awdwoor ravséy. lib. iv. § 26. which Dr.
MorE, in L iil c. 3. of his ENcHIRIDION
Ersicum, tranflates, Jiuplifica teipfum,

topic
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topic of art which my youth had learn-
«ed, every fubject of addrefs which expe-
. rience had fuggefted, every trick and
artifice: of popular adulatxon, was ex-
haufted. All men were prepared by
the praétices of my faintly emiffaries to
hear me with favour; and, which is the
firft and laft advantage of a fpeaker, to
believe me ferioufly and confcientioufly
- affefted.

In the end I triamphed; and for a
moderate fine obtained leave to fhelter
myfelf from the following ftorm, which
almoft defolated this unhappy country,
by retiring into an exile at that time
more defirable, than any employment of
thofe I left behind me.

DR. MORE.

You retired, I think, to France, whi-
ther, no doubt, you carried with you all
thofe generous thoughts and confolatory
reflexions, which refreth the fpirit of a
D4 good
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good man under-a confcioufnefs of fuffer. -
ing virtue.

MR. WALLER.

~ Whuy not, if prudence be a virtue ?
for what, but certain prudential regards
(which in common language and com-
mon fenfe are quite another thing from
vicious compliances) have hitherto,as you
have feen, appeared inn my condué? But
be they what they will, they had a very
- natural effe€t, and one which will always
attend on fo reafonable a way of pro-
ceeding. For, " fince you prefs me fo
much, I fhall take leave to fuggelt an
obfervation to you, more obvious as well
as more candid than any you feem in-
clined to make on the circumftances of
this long relation. It is ‘¢ that the pre-
tended penitence for my paft life, and
the readinefs I fhewed .to acquiefce in
the felfe accounts which the parliament
gave of my plot, faved my life, and pro-
cured my liberty; whillt the real and

I . true -
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srue difcoveries I made, to gain credit to
botb, hurt my reputation.” But fuch a
‘reflexion might have thocked your fyftem
too much. For it thews that all the
benefit, 1 drew to myfelf in this affair,
arofe from thofe prudential maxims you
condemn ; and that all the ipjury, I fuf-

fered,. was owing to.the fincerity I fill ~

mixed with them.

DR, MORE,
SerrousLy, Sir,

MR. WALLER.

I can guefs what you would fay : but
you promifed to hear me out, without
interruption.

"WHarT remains I fhall difpatch in few
words, having fo fully vindicated the
moft obnoxious part of my life, and
opened the general principles, § acted
upon, fo clearly.

I weNt, as you faxd, to mee,
,whcrc, inftead of the churlifh humour of
- 3 male-
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a male-content, or the unmanly deje&ion
of a difgraced exile, I appeared with an
eafe and gaiety of mind, which made
me welcome to the greateft men of that
country. The ruling principle of my
philofophy was, to make the beft of every
ficuation. And, as my fortune cnabled
" me to do it, I lived with hofpijtality,
and even fplendor; and indulged my-
felf in all the delights of an enlarged and
elegant converfation.

Suce were my amufements for fome
years; during which time, however, I
preferved the notions of loyalty, which
had occafioned my difgrace, and waited
fome happier turn of affairs, that might
reftore me with honpour 'to my country.
But when all hopes of this fort were at
an end, and the government, after the va-
rious revolutions which. are welt known,
feemed fixed and eftablithed in the per-
fon of one man, it was net allegiance,
but obftinacy, to hold out any donger.
I caﬁly
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I eafily fucceeded in my application to
be recalled, and was even admitted to a
fhare in the cenfidence of the ProTEc-
Tor. This great man was not without

. a fenfibility of true glory; and, for that

reafon, was. even ambitious of the ho-
pour, which wit and genius are ever
ready to coftfer on illuftrious greatnefs,
Every mufe of that time diftinguithed,
and was diftinguithed by, him. Mine

had improved her voice and accent in a -

foreign country : and what nobler occa-
fion to try her happieft ftrain than titis,
of immortalizing a Hero ?
¢ Illuftrious aéts high raptures do infufe,
‘¢ And ev’ry canqueror creates 3 mufe;”

asIthen faidina panegyric, which my

gratitude prompted me to prcfcnt tQ

‘ hlm [#].

QR. MORE.
Tms panegyric, prefented in verfe,
could hardly, I fuppofe, be fufpe&cd of

fateery !
[#] In the year x654

MR,
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\

MR. WALLER. . .

I expecTED this; but the occafion, as

I faid, might have fuggefted a fairer
interpretation. And why impute as a
fault to me, what the reverend SprarT,
as well as Drypen, did not difdain to
countenance by their examples ? Befides,
@3 an argument of the unfullied purity.
of my intention, you might remember,
methinks, that I afked no recompence,
and accepted none, for the willing ho-
pours my mufe paid him.

DR. MORE,

It muft be a fordid mufe indeed, that
- fubmits to a venal proftitution. And, to
do your profeffion juftice, it is not fo
much avarice, or even ambition, as a
certain gentler paffion, the vanity, fhall I
call it, of being well with the grest, that
is. fatal to you poets.

" MR,
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MR. WALLER.

I can allow for the fatyr of this
reproof, in a man of antient and bookifh
manners. -But, to thew my difinterefted-
nefs fill more, you may recolle, if you
pleafe, that I embalmed his memory,
when neither his favour nor his fmile
were to be apprehended.

DR. MORE.

In the fhort reign of his fon.—But .
what then ? you made amends for all, by
the congratulation on the happy return
of his prefent majefty. You know who

“it was that fomebady- comphmcntcd in
thefe lines:

¢« He beft can turn, enforce and foften thmgs, '
¢¢ To praife great conquerors and flatter kings.”

MR.” WALLER. -
Was it for me to ftem the torrent of
a nation’s joys by a froward- and un-
ﬁ:afonableﬁlence ¢ Didnot- Horack, who
. fought
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fought at Pbhilippi, do as much for Au-
cusTus? And fhould I, who had fuffered

-for his caufe, not embrace the goodnefs,

and falute the returning fortunes, of fo
gracious, {o accomplifhed a mafter? His
majefty himfelf, as I truly fay of him, in

"“the poem you obje& to me,

« with wifdom fraught,
* Not fuch as books, but fuch as practice,
¢ taught,”
did me the _]uﬁ"lce to underftand my ad-
drefs after another manner. He, who
had fo often been forced by the neceffi-
ties of his affairs to make compliances

" with the time, never refented it from me,

J—

8 private man and a poet, that I had
made fome facrifices of a like nature.
All this might convince you of the great
truth I meant to inculcate by this long
recital, that not a fullen and inflexible
Sincerity, but a fair and feafonable ar-
commudation of ewt’s falf, to the various
exigencies of the tangs, is the golden vir-
tve that ought ¢o ‘predominate in a man

of
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of life and buﬁnefs All the reft; be-
hieve me, is the very cant of philofophy
-and unexperienced wifdom.

DR. MORE.

Wispom—and muft the faniity of
that name—

MR. WALLER.
Hezar me, Sir—noexclamationsagainft
* theevidence of plain fat. Ihavearight
to expect another conduét from him, who
is grown grey in the ftudies of moral
feience.
DR. MORE.

You learned another leflon in the
fchool of Favirianp, Hypg, and
CHILLINGWORTH.

" MR. WALLER,

YEs, one I was obliged to unlearn.
But, {ince you remind me of that fchool,
what was the effect of adhering pertina-
cioufly to its falle maxime? To what

purpofe



48 DIALOGUES MORAL

purpofe were the lives of fwo of them
prodigally thrown away; and the ho-

-nour, the wifdom, the talents of the otber,

ftill left to languifhin bam[hmcnt [o] and
obfcurlty ?
DR, MORE.

O!. PROPHANE not the glories of im-
mortal, though fuccefslefs virtue, with
fuch reproaches.—Thofe adored names

fhall preach honour-to future ages, and .

enthrone the majefty of virtue in the

hearts of men, when wit and parts, and

eloquence, and poetry, have not a leaf of

all their withered bays to recommend

them. :
MR. WALLER.

RapPTURES and chmaras'—Rathcr
judge of the fentiments of future ages,
from the prefent. Where is the man, I
fpeak it without boaﬁmg, that cn_]oys a
fairer fame; who is better received in
all plates; who is more liftened to in

[o] Lord CLARENDON died in x674.

]
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til companies; who reaps the fruits of a
treafonable and practicable virtue in every
return of honour, more unqueftionably,
than he whofe life and principles your
outrageous virtue leads you to under-
value fo unworthily ? “‘And take it from
me as an oracle, which long age and ex-
perience enable me to deliver with all
affurance, ¢ Whoever, in fucceeding
times, fhall form himfelf on the plan
here given, fhall meet with the fafety,
credit, applaufe, and, if he chufes, honour
and fortune in the world, which may be
promifed indeed, but never will be ob-
tained, by any other method.”

\ DR. MORE.

You have fpoken. But hear me now,
I conjure you, whillt a poor defpifed
philofopher —

MR. WALLER.

. Q! I Have marked the emotion this
difcourfe of mine hath awakened in you.
Vou. I, E I have
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I have feen your impatience: I have
watched your eyes, when they fparkled
defiance and contradiction to my argu-

. ment. But your warmth makes you for-’

get yourfelf. I gave a patient hearing
to all your eloquence could fuggeft in
this caufe. I even favoured your zeal,
and helped to blow up your enthufiafm.
The reft fell to my turn; and befides,
the evening, as you fee, fhuts in upon us.
Let us efcape, at leaft, from its:dews,
which, in this decline of the year, they
fay, are not the moft wholefome; into a
warm apartment within doors; and then
I thall not be averfe, efpecially when you
have taken a few minutes to recolle&t
yourfelf, to debate with you what further
remains upon this argument [p].

[#] The character of Mr. WALLER is given at
large in the Lifz of Lord Clarendon, P.1. p. 25.—
As for Dr. MorE, Bithop BurNET tell us, in one
word, ¢ That he was an open-hearted and fincere
¢ Chriftian philofopher.” Hif. of his own Time,
vol i, p. 273, 122, Edinb. 1753, ‘
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"DIALOGUE 1II

/

On RETIREMENT.

MR. ABRAHAM COWLEY—
THE REV. MR. SPRAT.

To the Earl of St. ALBANS [4].

" MY LORD,

T'HE duty T owe your Lorpsmip,
as well as my friendfhip for Mr.

CowLEey, determined me to lofe no time
in executing the commiffion you was

[4] This Dialogue is founded on a fhort paffage
ih Mr. SpraT’s Life of Mr. CowLEY, in which he
obferves, ¢ That in his long dependance on my
Lord St. ALBANS, there never happened any man-
ner of difference between them; except a little at
LAST, becaufe e would leave his fervice.,” -

E 2 ' _pleafed
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pleafed to charge me with by Mr.
D####, I went carly the next morning
to Barn-Elms[] 5 intending to pafs the
whole day ‘with him, and to try if what
I might be able to fuggeft on the occa-
fion, together. with the weight of your
lordfhip’s advice, could not divert him
" from' his ftrange proje¢t of Retirement. -
Your lordthip, no doubt, as.all his other
friends, had obferved his bias that way to
be very ftrong; but who, that knew his
great fenfe, could have thought of its
carrying him to fo extravagant a refolu-
tion ? For my own part, I fufpeted it fo
little, that, though he would often talk of
retiring, and efpecially fince your lord-
fhip’s favour to him [¢], I confidered it
only as the ufual language of poets,
which they take up one after another,

[4] A fnall village on the Fhames, which was

" Mr. Cowrry’s firft retreat, beforeheremoved to

. Cherfes.

" [¢] Meaning an eftate he had obtained by means

of this lord. ‘This particular is feveral times re-

&rxcdtomtheoourfeoftheDulogue. o
.a

e
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and love to indulge in, as what they fup-
‘pofe becomes their family and profeffion.
Jt could never come into my thoughts,
that one, who knew the world fo well as
Mr. Cowrey, and had lived fo long in
it, who had fo fair hopes and fo noble a
_patron, could ferioufly think of quitting
the fcene at his years, and all for fo fan-
taftic a purpofe as that of growing old in
the corner of a country village.

THese, my lord, were my fentiments,
when your friendly meflage alarmed me
with the apprehenfion of there being
more in the matter, than 1 had fufpe@ed.
Yet ftill I confidered it only as a hafty
thought, which a fit of the fpleen, or
of the mufe it may be, had raifed; .
and which the free remenftrance of a
friend would eafily difperfe, or prevent
at leaft from coming to any fixed and fet-
tled refolution. ' But how fhall I exprefs
to your lordfhip the furprize I was in, to
find that this refolution was not only

E3 taken,
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taken, but rooted fo deeply in him, that
no arguments, nor even your lordfhip’s
authority, could fhake it? I have ever
admired Mr. CowLEY, as a man of the
happieft temper and trueft judgement;
bur, to fay the leaft, there was fomething
fo particular, I had almoft faid perverfe,
in what he had to alledge for himfelf on
this occafion, that I cannot think I acquit
myfelf to your lordthip, without laying be-
fore you the whole of this extraordinary
converfation; and, as far as my recol-
lection will ferve, in the very words in
which it paffed betwixt us,

I wenT, as I told your lordfhip, pretty
carly to Barn-Elms; but my friend had
gotten the ftart of me by fome hours.
He was bufying himfelf with fome im-
provements of his garden, and the fields
that lie about his houfe. The whole
circuit of his domain was not fo large, but .
that I prefently came up with him, ¢ My
dear friend, faid he, embracing me, but

with
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with a look of fome referve and difguft,
and is it you then I have the happinefs
to fee, at length, in my new fettlement ?
Though I fled hither from the reft of the
world, I had no defign to get out of the
reach of my friends. And, to be plain
with you, I took it a little amifs from one,
whofe entire affeGtion I had reckoned

_upon, that he fhould leave me to myfelf

for thefe two whole months, without dif-
coveringan inclination, either from friend-
thip or curiofity, to know how this retire-

" ment agreed with me. What could induce

my beft friend to ufe me fo unkindly ?”

Surzry, faid I, “you. forget the fud-
denefs of your flight, and the fecrefy

_with which the refolution. was taken.

We fuppofed you gone only for a few
days, to fee to the management of your
affairs: and could not dream of your
rufticating thus long, at a time when the
town and court are fo bufy; when the
occafions of your friends and your own

E 4 interefts .
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‘interefts feemed to require your fpeedy
return to us. However, continued I, ¢
doth not difpleafe me to find you fo dif=-
fatisfied with this folitude. It looks as if
the fhort experience, you have had of
this reclufe life, did not recommend it to
you in the manner, you expected. Re-
tirement is a fine thing in imagination,
and is apt to poflefs you poets with
ftrange vifions. But the charm is rarely
lafting ; and a fhort trial, I find, hath
ferved' to corret thefe fancies. You feel

- yourfelf born for fociety and the world,
and, by your kind complaints of your
friend, confefs how unnatural it is to
deny yourfelf the proper delights of a
man, the delights of converfation.

Nor fo faft, interrupted he, if you

. Ppleafe, in your conclufions about the na-
ture of retirement. I never meant to
give up my right in the affeGtionsof thofe
few, I call my friends. But what has
this to do with the general purpofe of

' retreating
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retreating from the anxieties of bufinefs,
the intrigues of policy, or the imperti-
nencies of converfation ? I have lived but
too long in a ceafelefs round of thefe
follies. The beft part of my time hath
been fpent fub dio. 1 have ferved in all

" weathers, and in all climates, but chiefly.

in the torrid zone of politics, where the
'paffions of all men are on fire, and wherg
fuch as have lived the longeft, and are
thought the happieft, are fcarcely able

to reconcile themfelves to the fultry air °

of the place. But this warfare is now
~ happily at an end. I have languithed
thefe many years for the fhade. Thanks
to my Lord St. ALBANS, and another no-

. ble lord you know of, I have now gained .
it. And it is not a fmall matter, I affure

- you, fhall force me aut of this thelter.

Noruine- is eafier, faid I, than for -

you men of wit to throw a ridicule upon
any thing. It is but applying a quaint

figure, or a well-turned fentence, and

the
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the bufinefs is done. But indeed, my
beft friend, it gives me pain to find you
not fo much diverting as deceiving your-
felf with this unfeafonable ingenuity.
So long as thefe fallies of fancy were em-
ployed only to enliven converfation, or
furnifh matter for an ode or an-epigram,
all was very well. But now that you feem
difpofed to 4 upon them, you muft ex-
cufe me if I take the matter a little more
ferioufly. To deal plainly with you, I
come to tell you my whole mind on this
fubject: and, to give what I have to fay
the greater confequence with you, I muft
not conceal from you, that I come com-
miffioned by the excellent lord you ho-
nour fo much, and have juft now men-
tioned, to expoftulate in' the freeft man-
ner with you upon it.

WEe had continued walking. all this
time, and were now afcending a fort of
natural terras. It led to a fmall thicket,
in the entrance of which was a feat thar

’ commanded

B
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commanded a pleafant view of the coun-
try, and the river. Taking me up to it,
¢« Well, faid he, my good friend, fince
your purpofe in ¢oming hither is fo kind,
and my Lord St. ALBaNs himfelf doth
me the honour to think my private con-
cerns deferving his particular notice, it
"becomes me to receive your meffage with
“~refpedt, and to debate the matter, fince
you prefs it fo home upon me, with all
poffible calmnefs. But let us, if you
pleafe, fit down here. You will find it
the moft agreeable fpot I have to treat
you with; and the thade we have about

us will not, I fuppofe, at this hour, be
unwelcome,”

AND now, turning himfelf to me, ¢ Let
me hear from you, what there is in my
retreat to this place, which a wife man
can have reafon to cenfure, or which_ .
may deferve the difallowance of a friend.
I know you come prepared with every
argument which men of the world have

at
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at any time employed againft retire-
ment3 and I know your ability to give
to each its full force. But look upon
this fcene before you, and tell me what
inducements I can poffibly have to quit it

for 4ny thing you can promife me in-ex- -

change? Is there in that vaft labyrinth,
you call the world, where fo many
thoufands lofe themfelves- in endlefs
wandrings and perplexities, any corner
where the mind can recollet itfelf fo
. perfeétly, where it can attend to its own
bufinefs, and purfue its proper interefts
fo conveniently, as in' this quiet and fe-
queftered {pot? Here the paffions fub-
fide; or, if they continue to agitate, do
not however tranfport the mind with
. thofe feverith and vexatious fervours,

which diftra& us in public life. Thisis -

the feat of virtue and of reafon; here I

can fathion my life by the precepts of

~ duty and confcience; and here I have
leifure to make acquaintance, that ac-
' " quaintance
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quaintance which elfewhere is fo rarely
made, with the ways and works'of God.

. THINK again, my friend. Doth not
the gerius of the place feize you? Do
you not perceive a certain ferenity fteal
in upon you? Doth not the afpe& of
things around you, the very. flillnefs of
this retreat, infufe a content and fatisfac-
tion, which the world knows nothing of ?
Tell me, in.a word, is there not fome-
thing like enchantment about us? Do
you not find your defires more compofed,
your purpofes more pure, your thoughts
more elevated, and more active, fince your
entrance into this fcene ?”

He was proceeding in this ftrain, with
an air of perfe& enthufiafm, when }
broke in upon him with afking, ¢ Whe-
ther this was what he called debating
the matter calmly with me.’ Surely, faid -
I, this is paetry, or fomething ftill more
extravagant. You canuot think I come

S »  -prepared’
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prepared to encounter you in this way.
I own myfelf no match for you at thefe
weapons : which indeed are too fine for
my handling, and very unfuitable to my

purpofe if they were not. The point is

not which of us. can fay the handfomeft
things, but the trueft, on either fide of

the queftion. It is, as you faid, plain -

argument, and not rhetorical flourifhes,
much lefs poetical raptures, that muft
decide the matter in debate. Not but a.
great deal might be faid on my fide, and,
it may be, with more colour of truth,
had I the command of an eloquence pro-
per to fet it off.

I miGHT afk, in my turn, ¢“ Where is
the mighty charm that draws you to this
inglorious folitude, from the duties of
bufinefs and converfation, from the pro-
per end and employment of man? How
comes it to pafs, that this ftillnefs of a
.country landfcape, this uninftruéting,

though agrceable cnough fcene of fields
and

2
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and waters, fhould have greater beauty
in your eye, than flourifbing peopled towns,
the fcenes of induftry and art, of public
wealth and happinefs ? Is not the fublime
countenance of man, fo one of your ac-
_quaintance terms it, a more delightful
obje¢t than any of thefe humble beauties
that lie before us? And are not the
human virtues, with all their train of

lovely and- beneficial effects in fociety, -

better worth contemplating, than the
produéts of inanimate nature in the field
or wood? Where fhould we feek for
Reason, but in the minds of men tried
and polifhed in the fchool of civil conver-
fation? And where hath VirTUuE fO
much as a being out of the offices of
focial life? Look well into yourfelf, I
might fay : hath not indeed the proper
genius of folitude affected you? Doth not
I know not what of chagrin and difcon-
tent hang about you? Is there not a
gloom upon your mind, which darkens
your views of human nature, and damps

-

thofe
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thofe chearful thoughts and fprightly

purpofes, which friendthip and fociety
infpire ?” ‘

You fee, Sir, were I but difpofed, and
ag able as you are, to purfue this way of
fancy and declamation, I might conjure -
up as many frightful forms in thefe re-
tired walks, as you haye delightful ones.
And the enchantment in good hands
would, I am perfuaded, have more the
appearance of reality. But this is not
the way in which I take upon myfelf to
contend with you. I.would hear, if you
pleafe, what reafons, that deferve to be
fo called, could determine you to fo
ftrange, and, forgive me if at prefent I
am forced to think it, fo unreafonable a
proje&, as that of devoting your health.

-and years to this monaftic retirement.
I would lay befor¢ you the arguments,
which, I prefume, fhould move you to
quit a hafty, perhaps an unweighed, refo-
lution : fo imptoper in itfelf, fo alarming

' Y
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to all your friends, fo injurious to your
own intereft, and, permit me to fay, to
the public. I would enforce all this
with the mild perfuafions of a friend;
and with the wifdom, the authority of a
great perfon, to whofe opinion you owe
a deference, and who deferves it too
from the entire love 2nd affection he

bears you.”

My deareft friend, replied he, with an
‘earneftnefs that awed, and a goodnefs
that melted me, T am not to learn the
affetion which either you or my noble
friend bear me. [ have had too many
proofs of it from both, to fuffer me to
“doubt it.  But why will you not allow
© meto Judge of what is proper to confti- .
_ tute my own happinefs ? And why muft
1 be denied the privilege of choofing for
‘myfelf, in a matter where the different
tafte or humour of others makes them fo
unfit to prefcribe to me? Yet I fubmit
to thefe unequal terms; and.if I cannot
Vor. L F juftify
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juftify the choice I have made, even im
the way of ferious reafon and argument,
¥ promife to yield mylelf to your advice
and authority. You have taken me pes-
' +haps a Kttle unpeepared and unfurnithed
for this conflit. I have not marfhalied
my forces in form, as you feem to have
done ; and it may be difficult, on the fud-
den, to methodize my thoughts in the
manner you may poffibly expe&t from
me. But come, faid he, I will do my beft
in this etnergency. = You will excufe the
rapture which hurried me, at fetting:
out, beyond the bounds which your
feverer temper requires. The fubje&
always fires me ; and I find it difficult, in-
entering on this argument, to reftrain
thofe triumphant fallies, which had bettes
“have been referved for the clok of it.

Here he paufed 2 littles and recol-
leting himfelf, ¢ But firlt, refumed he,
. you will take notice, that 1 am not at
all concerned in the general queftion, fo
' 2 : ‘ much,
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much, and, I think, fo vainly agitated,
« whether a life of retirement be prefer-
able to one of aFion 2 1 am not, I affure
you, for unpeopling our cities, and fend-
ing their induftrious  and ufeful inhabit-
ants into woods and cloifters. I acknow-
ledge and admire the improvements of
arts, the conveniencies of fociety, the
policies of government [d]. 1 have no
thought fo mad or fo filly, as that of
withing o fee the tribes of mankind dif-
banded, their interefts and connexions
diffolved, and themfelves turned loofe into .
a fingle and folitary exiftence, I would
not even with to fee our courts deferted
of their homagers, though I cannot but

[4] The writer of the Dialogue has thought fit to
foften the mifanthropy of Mr. CowLEY in this in-
ftance. In one of his Effays he talks ftrangely.
s It is the great, boaft, fuys he, of eloquence and
philofophy, that they firft congregated men difper-
{ed, united them into cities, and built up the houfes
and the walls of cities. I with they could unravel
all they had woven, that we might have our woods
and our innocence again, inftead of eur caflles and

oer policies”
» Fa be
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be of opinion, that an airing now and
then at their country-houfes, and that
not with the view of diverting, but re-
colle&ting themfelves, would prove as ufe-
~ ful to their fenfe and virtue, as to their
" eftates. But all this, as I faid, is fo far
from coming into the fcheme of my
ferious withes, that it does not fo much
as enter into my thoughts.” Let wealth
and power, and pleafure, be as eagerly
fought after, as they ever will be: Iet
thoufands or millions affemble in vaft
towns, for.the fake of purfuing their
feveral ends, as it may chance, of proﬁt,
vanity, or amufement. All this is no-
thing to me, who pretend not to deter-
mine for other men, but to vmdlcate my
own choice of this retirement.

As much as I have been iavolved in
the engagements of bufinefs, I have not
lived thus long without looking frequent-
ly, and fometimes attentively, into myfelf.
I maintain, thcn, that to a perfon fo

\ _ moulded
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moulded as I am; of the temper and turn
of mind, which Nature hath given me;
of the fort of talents, with which educa-

_tion or genius hath furnithed me; and

lattly, of the circumftances, in which for-
tune hath placed me; I fay, to a perfon
o characered and fo fituated, RETIRE-
MENT is-not only his- choice, but his
duty; is not only what his inclination
leads him to, but his Judgment, And
upon thefe grounds, if you will, Iventure
to undertake my own apology. to you,

- Xour propofal, faid I, is fair, and I
can have no objection to clofe with you
upon thefe terms; only you muft take
care, my friend, that you do not mxi’cake
or mifreprefent your own talents or

charaéter; a mifcarriage, which, allow

me to fay, is not very rare from the par--
tialities which an indulged humour, too
cafily taken for nature, is apt to create
inus, , '
F3 ‘ Oz
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Or what, replied he, if this humour,
as you call it, be fo rooted as to become a
fecond nature? Can it, in the inftance
before us, be worth the pains of cor-
reting ?

I suourp think fo, feturned I, in your
cafe, But let me firft hear the judgment
you form of yourfelf, before I trouble
you with that which I and your other
friends make of you.

I canvor but think, refomed he, that

my fituation at prefent muft appear very
ridiculous. I am forced into an apology
for my own condu&, in a very nice affair,
~ which it might become another, rather
than myfelf, to make for me. In order
to this, I am conftrained to reveal to you
the very fecrets, that is, the foibles and
weakneffes, of my own heart. I am to
lay myfelf open and naked before you.
This would be an unwelcome tafk to moft
men,
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men. But your friendfhip, and the con-
fidence I have in your affection, prevail
over all fcruples. Hitherto your friend
hath ufed the common privilege of wear-
ing a difguife, of mafking himfelf, as the
poet makes his hero, in a choud, which is
of ufe to keep off the too near and
curious infpetion both of friends and
encmies. But, at your bidding, it falls off,
and you are row to fee him in his juft
- proportion and true features.

My beft friend, proceeded he with an
air of earneftnefs and recolle&ion, it is
now above forty years that I have lived
in this world : and in aH the rational part
of that time there hath not, I believe, a
fingle day paffed without an ardent long-
ing for fuch a retreat from it, as you fee
me at length blefled with. You have
heard me repeat fome verfes, which were
made by me fo early as the age of
sbirteen, and in which that inclipation is
- exprefled as ftrongly, as in any thing I
F 4 have



v2- DIALOGUES MORAL

have ever faid or written on that fub-.
jet[e]. Hence you may guefs the pro-
per turn and bias of my nature; which
‘began fo foon, and hath continued thus
long, to fhow itfelf in the conftant work-.
" ings of that paffion,

EveNn in my earlieft years at fchool,
you will hardly imagine how uneafy con-
ftraint of every kind was to me, and
with what delight I broke away from the
cuftomary fports and paftimes of that .
age, to faunter the time away by myfelf,
or with a companion, if I could meet
‘with any fuch, of my own humour. The
fame inclination purfued me to college;
where a private walk, with “a book or
friend, was beyond any amufement, which,
in that {prightly feafon of life, I had any
- acquaintance with. It is with a fond in-
dulgence my memory even now returns
to thefe paft pleafures. It was in thofe

[¢] Thefe verfes are inferted in one of his Effays,
and in fome editions of his works.

retired
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retired ramblings that a thoufand charm-
ing pcrceptxons and brlght ideas would

~ ftream in upon me. The mufe was

kindeft in thofe hours : and, I know not
how, Philofophy herfelf would oftner
meet me amidit the willows of the Cawm,
than in the formal fchools of fcncncc,‘
within the walls of my college, or in my
tutor’s chamber,

IUNDERSTAND, fad I, the true fecret
of that matter. You had now contraced
an intimacy with the poets, and others

_of the fanciful tribe. You was even ad- -
“mitted of their company ; and it was but

fit you fhould adopt their fentiments, and
fpeak their language. Hence thofe day-
dreams of fbade and filence, and 1 know
not what vifions, which tranfport the
minds of young men, on their entrance

. into thefe regions of Parnaffus.

It fhould feem then, returned he, by
your way of exprefling it, as if you
thought
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thoaght this paffion for fbade and filence

- was only pretended to on a principle of
Jafbion ; or, at moft, was catched by the
lovers of poetry from each other, in the

" way of fympathy, without nature’s having
any .hand at all in the production of it. = -

SomeTHING like that, I told him, was
my real fentiment ; and that thefe agree-
able reveries of the old poets had done
much hurt by being taken too ferioufly.
Were Horace and Vircit, think you,
as much in earneft as you appear to be,
when they were crying out perpetually
on their favourite theme of otium and
Jeceffus, < they, who lived and died in a
court ?” '

I BELIEVE, faid he, they were, and that
the fhort accounts we have of their lives
fhew it, though a perfe& difmiffion from 1
the court was what they could not obtain, ]
. or had not the refolution to infift upon.
But pray, upon your principles, that all

this
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this is but the enchantment of example or
fafbion, how came it to pafs, that the firft
feducers of the family, the old - poets
themfelves, had fallen into thefe notions ?
They were furely no pretenders. They

- could enly write from the heart. And

methinks it were more candid, as well as
more reafonable, - to account for this
paflion, which hath fo conftantly thewn
itfelf in their. fucceflors, from the fame
reafon. It 1s likely indeed, and fo much
I can readily allow, that the early read-
ing of the poets might contribute fome-
thing to confirm and ftrengthen my natu-

" ral bias[f].

Bur Jet the matter. reft for the pre-

, fent. I would now go on with the de- -

tail of my own life and experience, fo

" [ /] Perhaps, fays he, ({peaking of the poets)
it was the immature and immoderate love of them,
which flampe firft, or rather engraved, the characters.
in me: they were like letters cut in the bark of a
young tree, which with the tree flill grow propor-

tionably.” [Efay on bimfelf.]
o proper,
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proper, as I think, to convinge you that
what I am pleading for is the refult of

nature.

1 was. faying how agreeably my youth
pafied in thefe reveries, if you will have
it fo, and efpecially inter flvas academs :

Dura fed emovere loco me tempora grato, ~

Civilifque rudem belli tulit zftus in arma.
You know the confequence. This civil
tarmoil drove me from the fhelter of re-
tirement into the heat and buftle of life;
from thofe ftudies which, as you fay,
" had enchanted my youth, into bufinefs
and attion of all forts. I lived in the
‘world: 1 converfed familiarly with the
great. A change like this, one would
fuppofe, were enough to undo the pre-
judices of education. But the very re-
verfe happened. The further I engaged,
and the longer I continued in this fcene,
the- greater my impatiente was of retir-
ing from it.

Bur
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Bur you will -fay, my old vice was
nourifhed in mie by living in the neigh-
bourhood of books and letters [g] T
was yet in the fairy land of the Mufes;

‘and, under thefe circumftances, it was no

wonder that neither arms nor bufinefs,
for a court, could prevent the mind from
returning to its old bias. All this may

be true.  And yet, I think, if that court

had contained many fuch perfons as fome
I knew in it, neither the diftractions of
bufinefs on the one hand, nor the blan-
dithments of the Mufe on the other,
could have difpofed me to leave it. - But
there were few Lorp FaLKLANDS —
And unhappily my admiration of that no-
bleman’s worth and honour [4] created

[ 2] « When the civil war broke out, his [Mr.
CowLEY’s] affeftion to the king’s caufe 'drew
him to Oxford, as foon as it began to be the,chief
feat of the royal party.” [Dr. SprAT’s life of
him.]

4] Dr. Serar tells usin bis /ife, « That, during
lus refidence at Oxford, he had the entire friendfhip

an
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an invincible averfion to the reft, whb
had little refemblance of his virtues,

I wourp not be thought, faid I, to
detra& from fo accomplithed.a chara&er
as that of the Lord FaLkranp; but
furely there was fomething in his no-
tions of honour —

Nor a word, interrupted he eagerly,
that may but feem to throw a fhade on
a virtue the brighteft and pureft that
hath done honeur to thefe later ages.—
But I turn from a fubjedt that interefts
me top much, and would lead me too far.
Whatever attraltions there might be'in

of my Lord FALKLAND, one of the principal fecre-
taries of flate. That affetion was contracted by the
agreement of their learning and manners. For you
may remember, Sir, [addrefling himfelf to Mr.
M. CrirForDp] we have often heard Mr. CowLEY
admire him, not only for the profoundnefs of his
knowledge, which was applauded by all the world,
but more efpecially for thofe qualities which he him~
felf more regarded, for bis geaerofity of mind, dnd bis
wegled? of the vain pomp of buman greatuefs”

: . fuch

-

‘T
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fuch a place, and in fuch friend/bips, the
iniguity of the times foon forced me from
them. Yet I had the lefs reafon to com-
plain, as my next removal was into the .
family of fo beneficent a patron as the
Lord Jaruvw, and into the court of fo
accomplithed a princels "as the Quzzs
MorsER.

My refidence, you know, was now for
many years in Frasce; a country, whick
piques itfelf on all the refinements of
civility. - Here the world was to appear
0 me in its faireft form, and, it was aot
doubted, would put on all its charms to
wean me from the love of a ftudious re-
tired life. I wilt not fay I was difap-
pointed in this expc@ation. All that
the elegance of polithed manners could
contribute to make fociety attrattive, was
. %o be'found in this new fcene. My fitu-
ation, befides, was fuch; that I came to
kave a fort of familiarity with greatnefs.
-Yer thall I confefs my inmoft fentiments

: of
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- of this fplendid life to you? I found it
. empty, fallacious, and ‘even difgufting.
The .outfide indeed was fair. But to
me, who had an opportunity of looking
it through, nothing could be more de-
formed and hateful. All was ambition,
intrigue, and falthood. Every one intent
on his own fchemes, frequently- wicked,
always bafe and felfith. Great profef-
fions of honour, of fricndﬁxip, and of
duty; but all ending in low views and
“fordid practices. No truth, no fincerity :

without which, converfation is but words ;
and the polith of manners, the idleft

foppery.

SuRrELY, interpofed I, this picture muft
“be overcharged. Frailties and imper-
fe&ions, no doubt, there will be in “all
focieties of' men, cfpccmlly where there .
is room for competition in their purﬁnts
‘of honour and intereft. But your.idea
of a court is that -of a den of thieves,
" only better dreffed, and more civilized.
' ' TrAT
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Tuatr hoWever, faud he;  is the idea
under. which -truth obliges me to, repre-
fcnt it. . Believe me, I have been long
enough, acquainted with that country, to
give you a pretty exact account of its in-
habitants, . Their fole bufinefs is, to fol- -
low. the humour of the prince,; or of his
favourme, to fpeak thc current language,
to ferve, th; prefent turn, and to cozen
one anotl}cr, In ﬂloru, theu' virtue is, ci-- ‘
vility ; and thcn' fenfe, . cunning. You
will. gueﬁs now, continued he, how un-
eafy L-mytt be in fuch company I, who
cannat he, though it were to make a

‘ frlend .or rum an enemy 5 who havc

been taught to bcar no refpec to, any
but true.wifdom; and, whether it be na-
ture or education, could never eridure
(pardon the foolifh boa{’c) that hypocrify
ihould ufurp the honurs, and triumph

. in the fPoxls, of virtue.

| YO’--’-L o G Nav
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" Nav further, my good friend, (for X
muft - tell’ you all 1 know’ of - myﬁ:lf
shough it expofe me ever fo much to
the charge of folly, or even vamty) I
was not born for courts and general con-
verfanon Befides the mconqucrable
" averfion I have to knaves - and- fools,
(though thefe laft, but thit ‘they are
commonly knavés too, I could bring my-
feIf to tolerate) : belides -this “unicoufdy
‘humour, I bave anothdr of 11: odd akmd
that I dlmoft want - words fo exPrcfs my-
felf inteHigibly to' you. "Te'is a fort of
capricious ' delicacy, wfnch occaftons’ a
widé difference in’ my ° eftimation "of
thofe’ chara&ers, in which “the” world
makes no &dhn&xon It is not enodgh
to. make " me converﬁ; wigh tafe, amf
' pleafum ‘with 4 man, that I ﬁq no
notorious vices, or cvcn obferve fome
confiderable virtues in him: 'His good
qualities muft have a certain g:acc,
and ‘even his fenfe’ muft be of a

5 tain
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tin turn, to give me a- rchth of his’
converfanon.

T sex- you fmile -at -this tatk, - and am:
dware how fanta{hc this fqucamxfhncfs

muft ‘appearto you. ' But it'is with men . -

and manners,-ds with the forms and af-
pedts of natural things: A thoufand ob-
je&ts recal ideas, and -excite fenfations in-
my mind, whith-feem-to be not per-
ceived, or not- heeded, by -other men.:
The look of a country, the very- thading:
of a landfkip, fhall have - a fenfible effect
on me, which they, who have as good'
eyes, appear to make no account of, It

-i§ juft the: fariie with-the characters: of -

men: - I coneetve a difguft at fome, and a’
fecrer regard-fof- -others;: whom many; I-
believe,-would eftimate juft tlike. - And:
whit is‘'worfe, 2.long and general conver--
fation - hath not been-able'to cure me of!
this foible:: I queftion, faid he; turning:
himfelf to me, but; if ‘T was called upon'
to aﬁ'rgn the reafons -of -that entire af-
G2 ' f6§b0n,
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feion, which knits me to thy beft friend,
they would be refolved at laft into a’
fomething, which they, who love him
perhaps as well, would have no idea of.

He faid this in a way that difarmed

- me, or I had it in my mind to have rallied

him on his dotrine of occult' qualities.
and unmintelligidle forms. I therefore
eontented myfelf with faying, that I muft
not hear him go on at this ftrange rate;
and afked him if it was poffible he could
fuffer himfelf to be biafled, in an affair
of this moment, by fuch whimfies ?

" Tuose whimfies, refumed he, had a
real effe¢t. But confider further, the end-
lefs impertinencies of converfation ; the
diffipation, and lofs of time ; the diver-
fion of the mind from all that istruly
ufeful or inftru&ive, from what a rea-
fonable man would or fhould delight in:
add to thefe, the vexations of bufinefs;
the flavery of dependence, the difcour-

tefies
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tefies of fome, .the groffer ‘injuries of
others ; the danger, or the fcorn, to which

virtue is continually fubjet; in fhort,

the knavery, or folly, or malevolence,
of all around you; and tell me, if any
thing but the unhappy times, and a fenfe
of duty, could have detained a man of my
temper and prirciples fo long in a ftation
of life, fo very uneafy and difgufting to
~me.

Noruine is eafier, faid 1, than to ex-

aggerste the inconveniencies of any fitu--

ation. The world and the ‘court have
doubtlefs theirs. Butyou feem to forget
one particular; thatethe wwbappy -times
you fpeak of, and the ftate of the courr,

were an excufe for. part of thé. difagree- '
able: circumftances you have mentioned.

The face of things'is now altered. The
ftorm is over.” A calm has fucceeded.
And why fhould not you take the benefit

of thefe halcyon days, in which fo many
I G 3 others

P .
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‘others have -found their eafe, and ém;,
enjoyment ? '

.. Trese halcyon days, returned he, are
not, alas! what unexperienced men-are
réady to reprefent ' them. ‘The fame
vxces, the fame follies, prevail ‘ftill, and
aré even mnlnphed and enflamed by pro-
fperity, A fuffetipg court, if any, mxght
be expe&ed to be the feedplot of wvir-
tues. But, to fatisfy your fcruples, I have
even made a 'trial of thefe happier times,
All 1 withed to myfelf from the hap-
pieft, was .but fuch a return for my paf
fervices, as might enable me to retirg
with decency.  Sugh a return I feem aog
tohave merited, And I care not at this
time of: day to wafte mare of my preci-
wsm in deferving a better treatment.

“Your day, faid I is not fo far fpeﬂt, as

fa require: this hdty determination. Be- -

ﬁdq, if this be al, thc world may bo-apt
W
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ta cenfire your retreit, as the effet of
cbagna and difappointment.

‘His colour rofe, as I faid this. The
world, refumed he, will cenfure as. it fees
fit. 1 muft have leave at length to
judge for myfelf in’ what fo éffentially
concerns my own happinefs. Though if
ever chagrin may be pleaded as a rea-
fon for retirement, pérhaps nobody had
ever a better right than I have to-plead
it.  You know .what hath happened of
late, to give me a difguft'to courts. You
know the view I had in my late come:
dy [#], and the grounds I had to expe&

[i] ?Ze cutter of Colemans ﬂrm ‘the ocmﬁon and
e of which was this. At the Reitoration,
there was not a fet of men more troublefome to the
miniftry than the cavalier officers ;. amongtt whom
had crept in all thq pToﬂlgatc of broken'fortunes,
to fharé in the men}s and rewards of that name,
Cowsy writthis¢omedy totnmatk thefe wretches,
and might resfonably pretend to fome thanks farie,
But, contrary to expectation, this very attempt raifed
2 florm againft him even at court, which beat viot
G 4 - that
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that it would not be ill taken.  But you
know too the iffue of that attempt. And
fhouid 1, after this experience of couftly
gratitude, go about to folicit theis fa-
yours ? e

Bur, to-let you fee that I any fwayed
by better-motives -than thofe of cbagrin,
1 fhall not conceal from you what I arn
proud enough to think of my TALENTS,
as well as temper,

THERE are but Two forts of men,
, purfued he, that fhould think of living
in a court, however it be that we fee anj-
mals of all forts, clean and unclean, enter
xnto lt. ’

THE oNE is, of thofe ﬁrong and active
fpmts that are formed for bufinefs,
yhofe amhmon reconciles thcm to the
buftle of life, and whofe capacxty “fits

lently upon him. See lns prefncc tothat p]ay in the
lacer edmons inge.

-~ them
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them for the difcharge of its funttions.
Fhefe, dfpecially if of noble ‘birth and
good fortunes, are deftinkd to fill the firlt
offices in a ftate; and if; peradventure,
they.add' virtue to their other parts and -

- qualities, are the bleflings of the age

they live in. Some few fuch there have
been in former times; and the prefent, it
fay be, is not wholly without them.

Tue oTHER fort, are what one may
properly enough call, if the phrafe were
not” fomewhat uncourtly, the moB or
~COURTS ; they, who have vanity or
avarice without ambmon, or ambition
without talents. Thefe, by aﬂidmty, good
luck, and the help of their vites (for
they would fcom {6 €arni advancemcnt,
if it were té'be’ had, by any worthy
praétices), ‘thay’ in -time facceed to the
lower ‘pofts in'4 government; ‘and toge-
ther make up that thewy, fervile, felfith
crowd, we dxgmfy with - the ‘name. of
(:OURT. :

Now,
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Now, though I think toe jullly of niy-
felf to believe I am qualified to enter
into the former of thefe lifts, you nfay
conclude, if 'you pleafe, that I am o
preud vo-brigue for an- admiffion ingo the
latter. 1 pretend not to great abiilitics

_of any kind; but let me prefume a little
in fuppofing, that I may have fome too
good to be thrown away on fuch com-

pany

- Here, my lord, the unufual freedom,
and even indecency, of Mr. CowLEY’s
invedtive againft counss, tranfported me
fo far, that I could not forbear turning
wpon him with fome waraith. Surely,
faid I, my friend is much changed from
what I always conceived of him. - This
heat of language, from -one of your can-
dour, furprizes me equally with the
injuftice - of it, It is fo far from calm
reafoning, that it wants but little, me-
thinks, of downnght railing. I bee

lieve,




"AND P»OLITI’CAL. ot

lieve, contmued I, that I think more
highly, t};at is, more jultly, of Mr., ~

CowLey in every refpect, than he al-

Jows himfelf to do. Yet I fee not that
either his time, or hlS talents, would be
nufcmp_loyg:d in the fervices, he’ fo'much

undervalues, Permit me to fay, your re-

feritment hath carried you too far; and

.that you do not enough confider  the

friends you left at coyrt, or the_ ncble
lord that wifhes your return ;hlthcr,

I po, faid he haftily, confider both,
But, with your leave, fince I am forced

o defend myfelf againt an ignominious

charge, I muft do myfelf the right -to
afflume what I think belongs to me.
I repeat it ; - I have long thought my time
Joft in the - poor amufements and vanities
of the great-world, and have felt an
ampatiente o -get ‘into a quiet fcene,
where, flénder as my talents are, I might
employ them to better-purpofe, - -
. o AND
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AND thmk not, proceeded he, that I
am carried to this choice by any thing fo
frivolous as the idienefs of a. poetical -
fancy. Not but the Mufe, which hath
been the darling of my youth, may de-
ferve to be the companion of my riper
age. For I am far from renouncing an
art, which, unprofitable as’ it hath ever
been to me, is'always entertaining : and
when'employed, as I mean it fhall be, in
other fervices than thofe by which a
voluptuous court feems wxllmg to dlfgracc
it, I fee not what there is in this amufe-
ment of poetry, for the fevereft cenfor of
life and manners to take offence’at. ¥et
ftill T intend it for an amufement. My
ferious occupations will be very different 3 3
fuch as you, my friend, cannot difapprove,
and fhould encourage. But I have open-
ed to you my-intentions more than onoe,
and need not give you the trouble at this
time to hear me explain them, .. .

' : ~ Yo
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You mean, mterpofcd I, to apply ,
‘yourfelf to natural and religious enqui-
ries. Your defign is commendable; and
1 would not diffuade you from it. But
what fhould hinder your purfuing this
defign as well in fociety as in this foli-

. tude?

‘WHAT, at cCOURT, returned he, where
the only objec, that all men are in queft
of, is caIN; and the only deity they ac-
knowledge, rorTuNE? Or fay that fuch.
idolatries did not prevail there, how
fhall -the mind ‘be calm enough for fo -
fublime enquiries ? or where, but in this
fcene of genuine nature, is there an op-.
portunity to indulge in them ? Here, if
any where, is the obfervation of the
poet verified, -DEus EST QUODCUNQUE
vipes. Look round, my friend, on this
florid earth, on the various claffes of
animals that inhabit, and the countlefs

4 " wvegetable
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vegetable tribes that adorn it. Here is
the. proper fchool of wifdom,

« And this_our life,, exemps from publlc,

haunt,
Find$ tongues in trees, books in the run-
ning brooks, -
Sermons in ftanes, and good in every
thing [4].” '
InFINITE are the ufes, continued he,
which would refult from this method of
applying experiment and obfervation to
Natural Science.. T have taken occafion,’
you know,. to offer a flight fketch ‘of

" [4] SH,AKESPE,&R- s you like ite AvIle; S 1y

There is a quaintnefs in thefe lines of the great .

poet, which hbwever are not unIike‘fome of Mr..
CowLEY’s; addreffed to J. EvELYNE, Efqu

¢ Whene does the wifdom and the pow’r divitiey -
. In 2 morg hright and fiveet reflexion. fhine? -

Where do we finer firokes and colours fec

Of the Creator’s real poetry,
© 'Than when we with attention leok

Upon the.third day’s volume of the book ?;

If we could open and intend our eye,

We all, like Mpy _/és, fhould cfpy,
Ev’n in & By/b, the radiant Deity.”

them
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thém to the public very lately [7}. Bue
the principal I would draw from it to
myfelf fhould- be, to inure the’ mind to
juft conceptions of thedivine natures
that fo, with the better adyantage, I
might tuth myfelf to the awful ftudy of
his Word. ‘And herc, my friend, I am
fenfible how much I may expe& to be
animated by your zeal, and cnhghtened
by your infiru@ion. Ini the mean time,
1 pretend to pofiefs fome qualmcs, which,
if rightly applied, may not be unfuitable
to fo high an undertaking. I feel myfelf
impelled by an cager cnnoﬁty I have
much patience, and fome fkill in making
expenments I may even be allowed to
boaft of a readinefs in the learned lan-
guages; and am not without a tinure of
fuch other ftudies, as the fuccefiful pro-
fecunon of rmrsxcs, and ftill more of

DIVINITY, requires. You may further-

" [#] Inthe rrEFACE to his Propofition for the ad-
vancelnent of éxperimental tb:lq'qu, firft printed in
2601, Sex the elition.in 24, . d.ﬁrMHo-,
riagham.

' impute

!

P
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impute-to me, if you pleafe, .an ingenu-
ous. love of truth, and ap ordwary degree
of judgement £ to difcern it: .-

- THese, concluded he, aré the Ta:’
LENTs, of which I fpeke to you fo
proudly; and. with the help of thefe
(efpecially if you allow me one other; the
power- of communicating. what 1 may
chance ta learn . of natural- or. divine-
things), I might hope to- render a better
account of this folitude, than. of .any em-
ployments I could reafonably afpire to, in
the world .of men and of bufinefs, -

. He fald thls w1th an ar of folcmmty,
which left me a little at a Jofs what to
reply to him, when he relieved my per-
plexity by adding; ¢ but, though there
.was nothing of all this in the-cafe, and
my zeal for. promoting know)edge in this,
private way, were as lightly to be ac-

counted of, as zbat, which led me to.pro-"
pofe the more extenfive fcheme I before
mentioned,
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mention, probably will be, yet whag
thould draw me from this leifure of a
learned retirement ? _For though I pleafe
myfelf with the profpe& of doing fome
public fervice by my ftudies, yet need I
bluth to own to my learned friend, the
fondnefs I fhould ftill have for them,
were they only to end in my own privaze
enjoyment? Yes, let me open my whele

. foul to you. I have ever delighted in
letters, and have even found them, what -
the world is well enough content they
fhould be, their own reward.. I doubt,
if this language would be underftood in’
all companies. And let others fpeak as
they find. But to me the year would
drag heavily, and life itfelf be no life, if
it were not quickened by thefe i mgenuous
pleafures,

Iummn, were it only for the very
qulet and indolence of mind, which re-
“tirement promifes, why fhould I be envied

Yor. L B this
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this. calm in the decline of a troubled
llfc ?—-—But Jet the Mufc fpeak for me:

" & After lopg teils and voyages in vam,
AT'his quiet port let my toft veffel gain ;
JOf heaun’ly roft this gamcf’c to melend,

Let oy lifedggp, andlearp toloyehergnd.”

" Anp what if they, who have not the
mcans of anovmg thxs,rq/i, {ubmxt to thc
drudgqry of bufinefs? Is that a reafon
for me to coptinue in it, who have made
my fortune, even to the extent of my
w1£hcs? I fee you fmlle at this boaft.
But where would you have me ftop in
my defizes; or whgt is it you would have
Qe under[’cand by the myfterious lan-
guage of maémg a fpr/ane? Is it two
"hundred a year, or four, or a thoufand ?

Say, whcrc fhall we fix, or what lumts :

will you undertake to prefcribe to the
ya ﬁgue and_ fhifting notion of a compe-
tency,? Qr, (hall we own thc truth at
. Qnce, that cvery thmg Is a comperency
yg}pch a man is Qontcmcd to live um),

and

e
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. and ,that thcreforc it varies only, as his . .

&cﬁres are morc or Jefs contracked ?

. To talk at aqmy nqh?r,tat;ofam:
ﬁrw: gs. furely e éxpafe one’s felf fp
he ridicyle, which the philgiopher, you
ow, threw on the reftle(s hymaur of
kmg Pyn;hu,s, ’fl‘xs Whglm’ chimera, mag-
fon éﬁd comrnon £¢n£c Y,e.t .ﬂ;xll chc
world cries, “ Whard fit @mm;h a pif-
tancs;, wheo the ways of. hepour amd
factyne. ace Qpen 1o 79w, - $akf.up WiEh
what may ‘hatcly fatisty, whep yo» hava

fo fair a chance far aﬁim, 404 qyen
- fuperfluity 2*

. Avas! and will that affyenve, then,
magre thap fatisfy ? or can it be warth the
while to Iabqur, far a fuperfinity ?

s true, the violence of the times, D
which it was my fosmune o bear a pas,
had 'left me pare and qnpromded cven

T H 2 T of
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of thofe' moderate accommodations, which
my education and breeding might de~
mand, 'and which a parent’s piety . had
indeed bequeathed to me. It was bug-
fitting then I fhould firive to repair | this-
Jofs; and the rather;as my honeft fcrvxccs
gave me leave to hope for a fpeedy repa-
tation. And thus far I was contented
~ to try my fortune in the court, though at
the expenee of miuch uneafy attendance
“and follicitation. - Bu, feeing that this
affiduity was without efft&®, and that the
bounty of two excellent pcrfons [m] hath
now fet me above the ncccﬂir.y of con-
tinuing it, what ‘madnefs were it to em-
bark again B -

¢ Flu&ibusin medis et tempeﬂ;atibqs x_xxbis 2

$o. that if you will needs be urging me
with the ceafelefs exhortation of -

[#] Dr, SeraT tells-us, “ That he h: ob-
tained a plentiful eftate by the favour of my
ST. ALBANS, and the bounty of my lord duke of
Buckinguan:.” {See his Lifn}

“L
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%¢ I, bone, quo virtus tua te vocat: | pede
_ ‘faufto, - .
Grandia laturos meritorus preemia :—'

-J muft take leave to remind you of the
fage reply that was made to it. It was,
you know, by an old foldier, who found
himfelf exa?tly in my firuation, Tha
purfe, which he had loft by one acci-
dent, he had recovered by another. The

" conclufion was, that he had no mind, in

this different ftate of affairs, to turn ad+
venturer again, and cxpofe Mimfelf to the
fame perilous encounters : S

¢¢ Poft hec ille catus, quantumvis RUSTL-

) cus, Ibit,

" Ibit eo, quo vis QUI ZONAM PERDIDIT, .

. mqult.

I one word, my friend, I am happy
here, “as . you fee me, in my little farm,
which'yet is large enough to anfwer all
my real neceflities ; ] and I am not in the:
humout of him in the fable[], to

[a] Menmng The. true hiffory of Don Quixote;
ja wlnch poor Sancho Panca is drawn intd all ad-

VH3 m-
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fit iny head with® vifions, 4nd fperd'a
wretched life in quett of the flying {land.

Anp'tiow, added he; yot hz;r. before
fou in ohé view the principal reafons
thiat have determinéd mé to ehis Yétréat.
f ifight have enlarged' on each moré ¢o°
plouy ; but I know to" whont ¥ fpéak
antd' pethaps to fueh 4 one I 'mi’gﬁl" évert
. Nave fpared a godd deal of what I have
bW been offering, from the feveral coft-
fidérations of my TEMPER, TALENTS, and
SITUATION. S

Here he flopped. And rdw, my
16rd, it cameé to my turn to take'the léad |
in this controverfy. There was indeed
an’ ample fiéld beforé mé. ~ And, if the
othér fide of the quéltion afforded Mioft
mittér for wit and’declamation, ‘mine
had all thé advantages of good fenfe and
found reafon. The' fuperiority Was fo
ventures, by the promife of his f;i):g'lzl, to reward
him in due tithe, with the government of an ifland.”

' apparent, -




’

AND POLITICAL rof
apparent, and my viory over him, in *
poinit 6f ar'gutifent, f8'furd, chdt tHoughe
it néédlef§ and uh{g"ériéi'oiis‘ to' préfs’ Firt
on' évery artitlé of hit' défence; it which
hie' had’ lid hithfélf oper to rle: -

Youir lordiip Rathl do doub, ot
férved 'with wonder dnd” with pliy, thd
firange fpirit ¢hdt  rus throbgh' every
part of it : the’ donfined way' of thinKing}: -
which’ Hath' crept’ upon: hims the cynical
fevétity; Ke idulges aginft couttsy thé
importance, he would fometimes affume
16 Ris‘6wn cliatalter ; the peevifhiddrd of
mind, that J¥ad¥ him t6'take offerice af
the' lighter follie¥ and almoft excufible
viced of the grears: i ot thet refénite
foerit, the pique, the chaprid, which o
verlooks i i Kopelefs' fuitor, or hiids
gy pog¥, but whichi*ate very umaccpunite
able in oneé of Mr. CowLey’s conditiés
and fituation: ‘ ,

o ‘B{r : Mexd
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‘Huze then, my lord, was a fair occa-
fion for awilling adverfary, Butl fpared
the infirmtities of my friend, I judged it
beft, too, to keep him in temper, and
‘avoid that heat of altercation, which muft
have arifen from touching thefe indif-
gretions, as they deferved. = Your lord-
fhip fees the reafon I had for confining
my reply to fuch parts of his apology, as
bore the faireft fhew of argument, and
might be encountered without offencs.

- Waen he had ended, therefore, with
fo formal a ' recapitulation of his dif-
* courfe, I thought it not amifs-to follow
him in his own train; and, diffembling the

jult exceptions I had to his vindication

in other rcfpe&s “ You have proceeded,

faid I, ina very dxi’cm& method, and

have faid as much, I beheve, on the fubs

je&, as fo bad a caufe would admit. But

if this indeed be all you have to alledge,

“for fo uncommon a fancy, you‘muft not
think
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think it {’crange, if I pronounce it, with-
out {cruple, very infufficient for your
purpofe. .
For, to nge your feveral plcas a
dxﬁm& exammanon, what is'that TEmM-
PER, lét mé afk, on which you infift fa-
much, but a wayward humour, which
your true judgment fhould corre& and
controul by the higher and .more im-
portant regards of duty? Every manis -
born with fome prevailing propenfity or
other, which, if left to itfelf, and indulged
bcyond certain bounds, would grow to be,
very injurious to himfelf and focnety..
There is fomething, no doubt, amufing in, A
the notion of retirement. The very word
implies eafe and quiet, and felf-enjoy-
ment. And who doubts, that in the
throng and buftle of life, moft men aré.
- fond to image to themfelves, and even ta
with for, a fcene of more compofure and
tranquillity ? It is juft as natural as that
the labourer fhould long for his repofe
S
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at ni’ght or that the foldier, aiini'dl’c’ the
fhould with for the convenieiicies of
thade and fhelter. But what wild work
~would it riiake, if thefe fo natural' défires
thould bé 1mmed1atcly gratified 2 if thé
Iabourer fhould qmt his plow, and thc
foldier hls arms, to throw themfelvés into
the firlt thadé of thicket that offered ret
fretment? All you havé themforc faid
on' this article can really ftand' foi° no-
fhmg in the eye of fober rea{‘on, what-
ever figure it miay maké in the' drefy of
your cloquence [0} Theifconvédiendes
of évéry fation aié to be' iridured frénd
tfhe obligations of duty, anid' ott dccount

[o] ‘Lord BAcoN gives: another adcomne of thist
matter.~—* As for tite privatenefs of life of con-
templanve men, it is a theme fo common to exi
a phvate life, mot taxed with f‘enfuzﬁdyaﬁd fidthy;: il
éomparifon, and to the difadvanitage of 4 civil life;
for fafety, liberty; pleafure, and dignity, a5 #o nuzn
bandleth it, but bandleth it well: fuch a confonancy
it hith to men’s coneits’'ih the éxpteffing; and’w
sen’s donfents in thcamowmg. LA, #Ldmfug,
Book I.] . )

of
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of the fervices one is bound t6 render to
himfelf and his country. -

* "Tt#us, replied he, if it appeared to be
61¢’s’ duty, of éven intereft, fo continue
i fhat flation. But what principle of
ofciénce binds me fo a flavith depend-.
“ance at court? or what intereft, public
or private, can be an equivalent for
Wearitig ‘thefé chiains, whén T have it in
1y power to thifow them off, and redeem. -
x:A‘ ¢lf into 4 fate of liberty ¥ |

" Waar Titédf, do you alk, réturfied 1§
* Why that gréat and éxténfive one, which’
Jitiety hath in an honeft dnd capable
hian’s continuing (6 bédr a partin p(;bhg; .
affairs. For as to inducements of afother,
Kind, 1 may find occalion hereafter to °
picls them vpon you more feafonably.
Confidet well with yourfelf, what would
the conféquence be, if all men of honour,
and ability wére fo a& pon your princf-f
plés? What a World would chis be, if
- knaves
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knaves and fools only had the manage-
fnent in their hands, and all the virtuous
and wife, as it*were by common confent,
were to withdraw from it? Nay, the
iflue would even be fatal to themfclves,;'
and they would prefently find it impoffi-
ble to tafte repofe, even' in their own
fan&uary of reurement.

" Smarr need, replied he, to terrify
one’s felf with fuch apprehenfions. The
virtuous, at leaft they who pafs for fuch,
will generally have ambition enough to
keep them in the road of public employ-
ments. So long as there are fuch things
s riches and honours, courts will never
- be unfurnithed of fuitors, even from"
among the tribes of lettered and vir-
tuous men. The defperately bad, at
leaft, will never have the field left entire-
ly to themfelves. And after all, the in-
tereft of men in office is, in the main, fo
providentially conne@ed with fome re-
gard to the rules of honour and con-

-3 ’ fcwnoc.
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fcience, that there is feldom any danger

‘that matters fhould come’ to extremiticg
~under the worft adminiftration. And [

Joubt this is all we are to expedt, or at
Jeat to reckon upon with aﬂ'urance,
under the very 2.

BuT my anfwer is more‘dire&. It is not
for your little friend to think of getting
a feat in the. cabinet-council, or of con-.
ducting the great affairs of the ftate. He
knows himfelf to be as unfit for thofe
high trufts, as he is incapable of afpiring
to them, Befides, he does not allow"
himfelf to doubt of their being dif~
charged with perfect ability, by the
great perfons who now fill them. He,
at leaft, who occuples the foremoft place
of authority, is, by the allowance of all,
to be paralleled with any that .the wifet
prince hath ever advanced to that fta-
tion [p.] And when fo confummate 3

[#] The juftnefs of this encomium on Lord
Crazznpox ‘will hardly be difputed by any man,
whefe pmmon is worth regardmg ~—What px{z;

. p
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pxlot ﬁts at thc helm, it feems a matter
of little moment by what hands thc veﬁ'ql
bf the cémmonwcaith is navwat;ed

thatMr. CowLEY’s-conriexions with fomeperfons,
indeyoted to the excellens Changellor, kept him at &

iftance from a man, fo cougcmal ] himfelf, and
for whom he could not but entertain the higheft
eiteem ! The Chancellor, though he could not be
- expected to take him out of the hands of his old

patrons, feems, yet, to have beep gengrous, eppugh

to Mr. CowLEY, not to refent thofe connexions;

‘as may be gathered from the handfome teftimony,

paid to his merit, in the Continzatios of the Hiftory of
bis pugn Life. Speaking of B. Joungen, he {gys—
% He, .[BEN Jornson] was the beft judge of, and

fitteft to prefcribe rules to, poetry and poets, of - any
man who had lived with, or- ‘before hlm, of fince ;

& Mr.CowLEY bad mpt made @ Fight beyend ol
men; with that modeﬁy yet, to afcribe much of, th;s,
to the cxample and learning of Bix Jonusom —

Among the other infelicities of men of geniys, ONE
. s, and not the leaft, that jt rarely happeas to,them
to have the choofing of the perfops, to whom the
would moft with to be obliged. * The fenfibility of
their gratitude being equal to their other parts“and

irtues, the man, whofe fayour shey chante firff to
experience, s fure of their ;,onﬁ?nt fervices and 3t-
tachment through life, how ﬁrongly foever tl\exr

mtmﬁ andeven their Judge;nent, maynﬂaw 'motbc{

ray.

4 - { courn
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¥ couLp not agree with him in this
concluding remark, and much lefs in the
hlgh -flown encomium which introduced
it[¢g). But, waving thefe lefler'matters,
I contented myfelf with obferving, < That

o let him put what glofs he would on this

humour of declining civil buﬁnefs, it muft
needs be confidered by 2l unbiaffed per-
fons, as highly prejudicial to pub]lc or-
der and government; that, if good men
would not be employed, the bad muft;
and that, to fay the leaft, the caufe of
learmng andvirtue muft fuffér exceedlngly .
in the eyes of men, when they fee thofe
very qualities, which alone can render
us ufeful to the world, difpofe us to ﬁy

from it.

T

" “For as to the plea, continued I, of em-
ploying them to better purpofe in the

. 1[4]) The reader is nt fo farget, that Mr, SpraT

. s writing to. ;the Lord 8. ALBaNSs, and was, at

this time, chaplaip to the duke of BuckingaAM.
. ) ) way
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way of private and folitary cONTEMPLA-
TION, I can hold it for little better than
enthufiafm. Several perfons, I know,
would give it a worfe name, and fay, as
Tacrtus fomewhere does, that it ferves
“only for a fpecious cover to that love of
cafe and {elf-indulgence, which he will
have to be at the bottom of fuch pre-
tences [r]. But even with the beft con-
ftru&ion, the matter was capable of, he

could never, I infifted, juftify that plea.

to the underftandings of prudent and
knowing men. We allow the obfcure
pedant to talk high of the dignity of his
office, and magmfy, as much as he
pleafcs, the importance of his- fpecula-
tions.  Such' an indulgence ferves to
keep him in humour with himfelf, and
may be a means to convert a low and

[7] ¢ Ingenium illuftre altioribus fhudiis juvenis.
admodum dedit: non, ut PLERIQUE, UT NOMINE
MAGNIFICO BEGNE OTIUM_VELARET, fed quo

firmior adverfus fortuita rempublicam capefleret.”.

{Hif. IV. 5.}—Partof the fine charater given us
qg’ Hevvioius Priscus,

plodding
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ploddmg genius.to the only- ufe, of which

it’is capable‘ But for a.man of expe-

nencq m aﬁ'axrs, and who is quahﬁcd to
thine 1o, thcm, to hold th:s  language, is
very extraordmary. -

. 1 saw, with what 1mpanenc¢ he hedrd
e, and thereforc took care to add, ¢ *Tis
trye, the ftudies to which you would de-
-yote your{elf are the nobleft - in the
;world of. fcxence. For ,Dz'wmty, the vcry
name fpeaks its elogium. - .And the coun-
tenance: which his majeﬁy is pleafed,
in his' true wifdom, to give to natural
Jeieuce, ,muft.be thought to enoble that

branch of. learning beyond all athers, that

are merely of human confideration.  Yet
fill, my friend, what need of taking thefe

.ﬂ:udics ~opt of the hands of thofe, to

whom they are properly entrufted ? Re-

Jigion 1is very.fafe in the bofom of the

‘nationalchurch. - And quettions of natural

fcience will doubtlcfs be eﬁ'c&ually clear-

Vou L - I ed
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‘ed ‘and ventilated in the Neéw Society [.sg
and imr the Tchdols of our Umiverfifies. Tt
‘could never be his majefty’s intention to
‘thin his edurt, for the fake of fitnifhing
_ ftudents in natural philofophiy.

AND cm you tshcn, mt
‘your conccm for what you véry fmpro-

perly cafl my ‘interétts, allow youtelf o -

fpcak bcooﬂy of the grcat ‘interefts “3f
‘matural and divine chuth ?"Is réligioh ‘a
tradceobcconﬁncdtodwcrﬁ%fmeu 2"0r,
'are feflovis of col]égcs and of the’ Réyidl
focncty, i fuch we are to Have, the orly
- “perfons ~ “concerned to adére ‘God'in"the
‘wondeés of his creation? Pardon fe, iy
“friend: I know 'you mein noth“fng'le&
Bt the ftrange indifferénice of your

phrafe, provokes me ﬁotlns expottelation.

“Youv warin youx‘l'clf réfmncd i, too
'ha{ﬁly ' My d%ﬁgn wis Only’ to fogeR,

[s] THE ROYAL sepxx-rv, yet mﬂmted,
“but much talked of at this time,
,
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that as. there .are certain ordefs of men
appoinred for ;thedale purpofe.of ftudy-
ing .diminity, .and advancing philofophy,
1 did not fee that a man of ;bufinefs was
obliged to defert his proper ftation for
1:he1fabe Ofxetﬂtl'

1 auasmcrr, 'faud he, there may ‘be -

fome :cquivocation wrapped.:up -in that -
worll-ofjiged. All I know-is, that d :fhall
fpend my title mere innocently, at leaft
and, 1 prefurie-to -think, ‘mere yfefully
in ‘thofe tudies, than-in that fippery
_Pution, if it -may delerve to beoall_cd one,
of -coutefavour -and dependance. And
if ‘1, extended the obfervation -to .many
others, that are fond to 'take up -their
réfidenee in thele quarters,: I cannot :be-
Yteve T fhoukd do them .any -injuftice.

.. ‘T cannor ‘tell, returned ‘I, againf
whom this eenfure 'is pointed. But I
know there are maay of the graveft
charalers, and even lights aad faghers of

I2 ~ the -
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the_church, who do.not confider. it as in-
-confiftent, either with their duty, or the
Afefulnefs of their profeﬂion, to continue
mthat ﬁ:atxon. S e

o! msmxn mc not,chhcdbe .Lm-
tended no reflexion on any of the clergy,
and much: léfs on the great prelates of
the church,, for their artendance -in the
«coures of  princes, - Theirs is properly
an exempt cafe. They- are the autho-
nz;d guides and patterns.of life. Their
great abilitigs ;ndccd qualify them, above
all others,, for ferving the caui}: of fcience
and religion, by their. pn.vate ftudies and
meditations. .. But they- very properly
confider. tog; ;thac part of their duty is
% enlighten: the. ignorant of all rapks, by
their : wife, .and pious difcourfe; and to
awe and reclaim the wandering of all de-
nommatlons, by their example. . Hence
it is, that I cannot enough. admire the
zeal of fo. many Eaﬂ;ors of g:he ‘church;
who, thougbs the flavith manners and
.- o ) llbﬁr"

,l-.a
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Ibertinifm of a court muft be mére than
ordinarily offenfive to men of their cha-
raters, continue to difcharge their office”

fo painfully, and yet fo pun&ually, in
that fituation.

| Here, my lord, obferving my friend
for once to deliver himfelf reafonably, 1

" was encouraged to add, that, fince he was

fo juft to maintain the commerce of good
and wife churchmen in the great world
to be, as it truly was, a matter of duty,
he fhould alfo have the candour to own,
that his withdrawing from it was, -at
leaflt, a work of: Supererogation,

It might be fo, he faid; but, though

" our church gave mo encouragement to

think we meréz by fuch works, he did not
know that it condemned and utterly foro

“bad them.

O! sur, returned I, if that be all, and
you. acknowledge at laft that your resir- -

I3 . ing
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ing is no matter of duty, it will be eafy

" to advance another ftep, and demonftrate

to you, that fuch a project is, in your
cafe, altogether unreafonable [7].

'Fogr, notwithftanding all you have faid,
in the fpirit and language of foicifm, of
the comforts of your prefent srruaTION,
will you ferioufly undertake to perfuade
me that they are in any degree com-
parable to what you might propofe to
yourfelf, by returning to a life of bufi-
nefs? Is the littlenefs, the obfcurity, and
pardon me if I even fay, the meannefs of
this retreat, to be put in compcunon
with the liberal and even fplendid pro-
vifion, which your friends at ‘court will
eafily be able to make for you? is it no-.
thing, my friend, (for let us talk comdnon

‘ [#] Wehave in this remonftrance that follows,

the ufual langyage of thofe we call our fFreads;
which may fometimies be the caufe, but is oftner the,

. gretenc , of ambition. Hear bowgravelySirDuntey

» A

CA!LTON, who loved buﬁnefs, and drudged on in
§tall Bis hfe,u , in an enl _hour, to exprefs

fenfe,
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fenfe, and not bewilder ourfelvcs with thc
mﬁons of phﬂofo;;hy) is'it nothmg 0"
live 1a & well-furnithed houle, to keep a
good- table, to command an equipage, 't6
Bave many friends and dependan.ts, to bé
courted by inferiors, to be’ well® reccxvcd
' by the gredt, and to be fomel_:ody evcn
in the grefme? B

AND what :f in ordcr to compafs fuch

are expe&ed 2 Is it 1ot thé general prac-
tice? And what every body fubrmts to,
can it be ignominious ¢ Is this 3 y thm%
more than conforming ‘oné’s felf 't5'th

neceffary " fubordination of" focxeuy ¥ Of,
what if fome time pafies in thefe fcrvxccs,
which a prefent humour fuggefts might
be more agrccibl'y @cnt in” other amff:

~~- PRI

lmnfe s« The bciha, I wasmer‘bemr, gndwere
it'vot' more for an&eﬂity:‘dtéthhhpou“by ‘the
EXPECTATION OF FRIXRDS, got to-fiand at & fiay
and sEnzscerE, whilft a man is young; than for
ambition, I would not complain mylelf of my mil-
fortunes.” [Sir RALrE’ WanwooD's Mawerials,

wol. ii. P 451
| Q) mcn:s?
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ments ? The rcéompencc cannot be far
off; and, in the. mean time, the luftrg
and _very agitation of a life.of bufi-
nefs, hith' fomething in it fpnght]y and
amufing. Bcﬁdes, yours is not the cafe
of one that is entering, for the firft time,
on a courfe of expe&atlon. Your bufinefs
is half done. The prince is favourable ;
and there are of his minifters that. refpect
and honaur you, Your fervices are well
known, your repytation is fair; your
gonnexxons grear; and the feafon invit-
ing, What, with all thefe advantages,
forego the court in a moping mood, or,
as angry -men- ufe, run to moralize in a
clox&cr'

,-I_ was progeeding in the warmth of
this remonftrance, when, with a reproach- -
ful {mile, he ‘turned upon me, and, in a
kind of - rapture, repeated the followxng
lines of SPENSEE:

' ¢ Full fittle knoWefl thou, that haft not tried,
What hell it is in fuing lgng to bide:
S 1
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To l1ofe 'good~days, that r})ight, be bgtt:er fpent;
To wafte long nights in penfive difcontent :
To fpeed to-day; to be put back to-morrow
To feed on hope, to pine with fear'and forrow ;
To ‘have thy prince’s grace, yet want his
. peeres[u];’ c :
To have thiyafkings, yet wait many. yeers[w] ;
To fret thy foul with crofles and with cares ;
. Toeat thy heart through comfortlefs defpaires;
To faun, to croué:he, to wait, to ride, toronne ;
To fi)end; to give, to want, to be undonne.” '

This, faid he, is my anfwer once fovr-al.l
to your long Pcring of interrogatories.

{#] That Mr. CowLEY 4ad his prince’s grace,
appears from what the king faid of him, on the news
of his death: ¢ Thar be bad not left a BETTER mam
‘bebind him in England.” And this was grace enough,
in reafon, from svcH a prince,~How it came to
pafs that he wwanted the grace of his peeres (if, in-
deed, he did want it), hath been explained in a note,
P- 109, 110. v
- [w] The application of this line is the affair of
the Mafier/bip of the Savoy; ¢ which, though grant-
ed, fays Mr. Woop, to his higheft merit by both
the Cuarreses I and I, yet by certain perfons,
enemies to the Mufes, he loft that place.”—But this
‘was not the worft. . For, fuch is the hard lot of un-
fuccefsful men, the Savgy-mifing CowLEY became

I learnt
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1 leamt it of one that had -much expe-
rience in courts: and I thouahtx;worqx
imprinting op my memory, to have it in
readinels. op fuch an occafion. O, 3
yeu would rather have my anfwer in oy
own words, the Mufe fhall giye it you in
a little poem, fhe dictated very lately [«].
It may fhew you perhaps, that, though
my nature be fomewhat melancholy, I am
notmoping 5 and that1 can moralize, and
even complain, as I have reafon to do,
without being angry.

True look and tone of voice, with
which he faid this, 3 little dxfconccrted
pe. Bur ] recovered myfelf, and wag
. going on to obje@ to his unreafonable

the objett of ridicule, inftead of pxty, even to the
wits themfelves; as may be feen in The fefion of
¢he poets, amongft the mifcellaneous poemss publithed
by Mr. DrYoEN.”?
Quid pomin1 facient, audent fi talia FurEes ?

{#] Printed among his works, under the name
of THE compLAINT. The relation, it has to the
fubjet debated, made me think it not amifs to print
it at the end of this Dialogue.—It muft raife one’s
mdxgn;mon to fipd that fo ]uﬁ fo delicate, and fo

3 . T warmth,
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warmth, aod the fafcipation of this wick-
ed poctry, when be flopped me with fay-

g  Come, no more of thefe remop-
ﬁrance&and ugbmdmgx I have heard
enough of your pleadings in a caufe,
which po eloquence can ¢arry agwinft
my firm and fixed refolutions, I bave
feen, befides, the force you have done tg
yourfelf in this mock-combat.  Your ex-
treme friendlinefs hath even tempted you
ta att a part which your wue fenfe, apd
the very decorum of your profefion, ¥
have abferved through all your difguifes,
has.rendered painful to you. I will tsl}
you my .whole mind in one word. No
inducements of what the world calls s~-
TEREST, no views of HONOUR, no, nor
what the poet aptly calls, saNcTyssIMa
DIVITIARUM MAJESTAS [ 5], fhall make
me recede from the purpofe I am bent
upon, of confecrating the remainder of a

manly a complaint fhould be fcoffed at, as it was by
the wits before mentioned, under the name of Tug
PIPIPUL MELANCHOLY,

[ Jwend, Set. § woro 1120

comfort-
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comfortlefs diftracted 1ifé,"ta the' fweets
of - this obfture. retirement. - Bclleve me,
1 have welghcd Gt well, with all its incon--
veniencies.”.*And T find thcm fuch as are
fiothing to the agonies I have'long felt
in that troubled fcene, to which you
would ‘recal me. If it hath any ingre-
dients, which I cannot fo well rélith, they
are fuch as ‘my’ friends, ‘and, above all,
fuch as you, my "beft friend, may recon-'
dile to me. Let me but have the plea-
fure to fee the few, I'love and efteem, in
. thefe fhades, 2nd I fhall not regret their
fahtudc.

" Awp as for my much honoured friend,
whofé munificence hath placcd mé in
them, I fhall hope to fatisfy him in the
moft effectual manner. Nothmg, you will
Believe, could ‘give me a pain equal to
that of being fufpected of mgrantudc
towards my. be[’t benefattor. It was in-
deed 'with the utmoft difficulty, that I
conﬁramed myfelf at laft wo think of

lcavxng




AND ROLITLGAL 11

deaving his {exvice. . The truth is, he ex-
ulateq W1th me upon it pretty rognd-
ly 3,and t.hough my rcfolunon was taken,
R | left harn wi;h the copcern. of not bemg
a,b]c t0: give ,him zcnnre, fatisfaltion.
Thefc rcpg:atcd mﬁ:anccs by -you are 2
freth preof of his goodncﬁ, and do me an
honour I had’ httle reafon to <;xpe& from
him. But his lofdfhip’s notions of life and
mmiric -aze’; véry.. different, as.is:fitting in
perfons, . whom-fortune hath’ placed:-in
twofuch, different fituations. It becomes -
me ta. b;.ar the moﬁ: gratcful remem;
‘brance-of his kind intentions; - and, for
‘e reft;’F can affure myfelf, that his
equx.ty and npbleneﬁ of mind will pcrmu:
an old fervant to purfue, at. lcngth, .
bwb’mcmatrorfg. ST R

"""" . s e, 2 e ans

. Hagrivxn, to mpay ins goodnefs as I
can, and!to’ teﬁrfy all imaginable refpe&

to his 11u(‘lgem¢':nt, I' havé ‘pirpofed’ tb

write mj oWn APOLAGY .to bis Jordfhip ;
‘and ‘to rcprcfent to hnm, m abetter man-

B2 LR

] e ner,
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‘e, than 1'have done in this firdden ‘and
uhpremmedieael tonvetfidon, the veafons
“Yhat have deterthined trie o this r&f6lu-
dion. T1'hive even ‘mude fotme progres
in the Gefign, and ‘have digefted “into
Yevetal ¢fays the fibtance of fuch ve-
Regions as, at-different times, $tave had
‘moft weight ‘with ‘e [¥].

Bausnvo him:fpesk: m‘ﬁvdmmd
Unﬂmndc, 1-wiis difteurdgedifosm poeling

'[x] Whether it were owing to_his other occupa:
Nokis, brthar he hddno great ebﬂﬁdeﬂu‘in‘thefne-
tefh of this andtipe, daske (Efigs, whith iere it give
mﬁﬁ&»&u«m&w&\m&e -ﬁurnf
his, retirement, went -on very flowly.
“¢ven Wfe imperfélt at his death, 4 Yitle! ‘b&ﬁﬁt
M(&y-nr;&uﬂhemmw tonie his
refolution, to have dedicated theriall-4s my Lond
ST. ALBANS, as a teftimony of his entire refpets to
him; and a kind of apolegy for having left human
&ffifirs in’ the: Rietijth 6F Ms e, WEfe. bo might
Havébeen fetviotable tb his contfiy "~ However; if
this’ apology had not the istended effeft, it-had &
‘fiuch bewér, | LCords'and wits' indy: décide “of thie.
itabiies -of Mr. CoWuk'v's Sead; iy Gy fleale;
Duty folopg as thele Rfiehs samain; they wilkoblige
aﬂboneﬂmenbhwthw fbnbm

Y
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“him fuither with fich other ¢onfidefa- -
txons, “as T had preparcd on “this argu-

megt Only T could not heTp enforcmg,
‘in the Warmci’c manner, and in fermis
your lordlhxp would not allow me to ufe
in this’ rccxtal what he Himfelf had own-
‘ed of yotir unexampledgoodncl's to hiin
‘and the obliganon which, I infifted, thac
rpu& needs create in a ‘generous 'mind,

of yaymor “an unrtferved obedience -to
your lordfhip’s “pleafire. “He| gave e
the hearing very panemly, but content-~

d himfelf with repeating his defign of -

juftifying’ himfelf to yoiir lordfhip in’the
apology he 'had “before promxfed

. Anp now, rcfumed "he*with ‘dn’ air 6f
alacnty, fince you know my whole mind,

-and that no remonftrinces can tmove me,
confcfs the whole ‘truth; acRnowledgc
at latt that you have dlﬁ'crhblcd with me
all this while, and that, in reahty, you ap-
prove my refolition. 'T'kdow you do,

my frierd, though ‘you ftriggle hard
to

L]
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to conccal it. It cannot be otherwife,
~Nature, which linked our. hearts toge-
ther, had formed us in one mould.” We
‘have the fame fenfe of things; the fame
love of letters and. of virtue. And
though I.would not follicit ane of your
'years and your profeflion to follow me
into the fhade, yet I know you fo well [4],
‘that you will preferve in the world that
‘equal framé of mind, that mdlﬁ'erence to
‘all earthly things, which'I pretend to
have carriéd with me into this folitude.

Go on, my friend, in this. track; and
be an example to the churchmen of our
days, that the higheft horours of the
gown, which I eafily forefee are deftined
to your abilities, are not incompatible
'with the ftrieft purity of life, and the
‘moft heroic fentiments of integrity and
honour. Go, and adorn 'the dignities
which are referved for you; and re-
member only in the helghts of profpcnty

) Alas' he was rmﬁaken.
to
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to be what yol are;, tb fexwe the world
with vxgonr, “yet fo ‘as:to indulge with
me ,,."r'f.".-)-
' . st rgE o:unious SCORN'
Or 'ram:us, FOR WHICH, WE wnkz ub'r
BORN [5].” Ladg

I BEGaN to be alittle uneafy at his
long fcrmon, when he broke if off with
this couplet The day by this time was
pretty far advanced ; and rifing from his
feat, he propofed to me to walk into his
Hermitage (fo he called his houfe);
where, he faid, I fhould fee how a philo-
fopher lived “as well as talked. T ftaid
to dine, and fpem: a good part of the af-
- térhodn with him. We difcourfed of
variou$ matters; but not a word more on
what had occafioned this vifit. Only he
fhewed me the complaining poem he had
mentioned, and of which, for the pleafure
fo fine a compofition will give you, I here
fend your Lordfhip a copy. His fpirits,

[2] A citation frotn one of his own pogins:
‘Vor. L. K he
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Re faid, wese ienlivened by the face' of

. #n oid friend; ‘and ‘indeed -I never koew

his converfation more cafy and chear-
ful [¢]; which yet I could not perfeétly
¢énjoy for the regree the ill fuccefs of my

' ncgociation had given me.

I Rervinip to cown in the evening,
fuminating on what had paﬂéd, and re-
folving to fend your Lordihip an exatt ac- -
count of éur converfation. I pamcularly
made a point of fuppreffing ' nothing
which Mr. Cowvey had to fay for him-
fIf in this debate, however it may
fometimes feem to make ‘againft me.

The whole hath grown under my pen

into a greater length than I expeéted.
But your Lordfhip wifhed to know the
bottom of our friend’s mind; and I
thought you would fee it more diftintly

[c] Mr. SpraT himfelf tells ve, fpeakting of Mr. -
Cowx.n $ retreat, that ¢ fome fe¥ friends and
‘books; a tbeagﬁd b’eart, and mnocent confcxence,
were his conftant companions.” _Lifes

_ and
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C()MPLAINT["I

Y N adeep vifion’s intelle@ual fcene
Beneath a bower for forrow made,
“T'h? uncomfortable thade.
of the black yew’s unlucky green,

gty

41 Thxs is onie of the prettxeﬁ of Mr. CowLEY’s
fmaller Poems. The plan of it is highly poetical:
_and, though the numbets be not the moft pleafing,
the expreffion is almoft every where natural and
beautiful. But i’s principal charm is that air of

K 2 Mixr
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Mixt with the mourning wilow's carefuilgray,

Where reverend CAM cuts out hﬁ'ﬁdous-wny, )
The melancholy Cowrey Jay ::

Andlo! a Mufe appear’d to’s clofed ﬁgbt,

(The Mufes oft in lands of vifions play)

Bodied, artay’d, and feen by an internal light:

A gelden harp with-filver ftrings fhe bore,

A wondrous hieroglyphic robe the wore,

In-which all colours, and all figures were,

‘That nature, or that fancy can create,

. That art can_never imitate;  __ _
And with loofe pride it wanton’d in the air.
Jn fuch a drefs, in fuch a well-cloth’d dream,
She us’d of old, near fair IsmeNUS’ ftream,
Pmﬁm her THEBAN favourite: to meet;

A crown was on her head, and wings were on
her feet.

1L

She touch’d him with her harp, and tals’d him
. from the ground; :
The fhakcn ﬁrmgs melodioufly refound

4 melamlw]y, thrown over the whole, fo expretﬁve of
the poet’s chara&ter.

“'The addrefs of the ‘writer is feen in conveying
his juft reproaches on the Cours, under a pretended
vindication of it againt the sze.

Art
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Art thou return’d at laft, faid fhe,

To tbxs forfaken place and me?
Thou prodnga], who didft fo loofely wafte
Qf all thy youthful years, the good eftate ?

"Art thou return’d here to repent too late ;

And gather hufks of learning up at laft,
Now the rich harveft-time of life is paft,

And Winter marches on fo faft ?

But when I meant ¢’ adopt thee for my fon,
And did as Jearn’d a portiomthee affign,
As ever any of the mighty Nine .

Had to her deareft children done ;
When I refolv’d t’ exalt thy anointed name,!
Among the fpiritual lords of peacful fame [¢];
Thou changeling, thou, bewitch’d with noife

and fhow, .
Would'ft into courts and cities from me gos
Would’ﬁ fee the 'world abroad, and have a
fhare
In all the follies, and thc tumults there,
“Thou would't, forfooth, be fomething in 2
flate,
‘And bufigefs thou would’#t find, and would’(!
. c:epte :
" [] An execrable Line,
K3 Bufinefs!

o
‘
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Bufinefs ! ‘the frivolous préténeé °
Of humane lufts to ‘fhake off innocedce:
Bufinefs! the grave itpertifiente !
Bufinefs! the thing which I of all things-
hate :
Bufinefs ! the ;:ontradx&mn of thy fate.

&

g

Go, refiegada, calt up thy atconnt,
And fee t6 what dméunt
Thy foolith gains by duitting me :
‘The fale of knowledge, fame, and liberty,
The fruits-of thy uhlearn'd apoRafy.
Thou thought'#, if once the publie form were
paft,
All thy remimmg 1 Thould fan-fhitre be :
Behold, the pubttic form §s fpent at laft,
The fovereign is toft at fea no more, -
And thou, with 41l the noble company, -
Art got at 'laft to fhore, -
But whilft thy fellow voyagers, { fee,
AN marchd up to poﬂ'efs the promis'd land,
Thou ftill alone (alas) doft gaping Fand
Upon the naked beach, upon. the barren fand,

K
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Iv.

As a fair morning of the blefled fpring,

After a tedious ftormy night ;
Such was the glorious entry of our king:
Enriching moifture drap’d en every thing;
Plenty he fow’d below, and caft about hxm

light. .
But then (alas) to thee alnc,

One of old Gipeow’s miracles was fhowms

For every tree, and every herb around,
With pearly dew was crown’d,
And upon all the quicken’d ground,
The fruitful feed of heaven did brooding lye,
And nothing but the Mue’s flecce was dry.
It did all.other threats furpafs
When God to his own people faid,
(The men, whom thro’ long wanderings he
had led)
That he would give them ev'n 2 heaven of
brafs 5 -

‘They look’d up to that heaven in vain,

That bounteous heaven, which God did not
reftrain,
Upon the mo& unjuft to thine and rain.
K ¢ V., The
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V.

The RacHAEL, for whxch twrice feven years
and more

Thoy didft with faith and labour ferve,

And didft (if faith and labour can) deferve,
Though fhe contracted was to thee,
Giv’n to another who had ftore

Of fairer, and of richer wives before,

And not a Leab left, thy recompence to be.

Go on, twicefeven years more thy fortune try,

Twice feven years more, God in his bounty

may -
" Give thee, to fling away
Into the court’s deceitful lottery.

But think how likely tis that thou,
With the dull work of thy unwieldy plough,
Should’ft in a hard and barren feafon thrive,

" Should even able be to live;
Thou, to whofe fhare fo little bread did fall
In the miraculous year, when MANNA ram’d
on all. '

. VI.

‘Thus fpake the Mufe, and fpake it vnth a fmxlc,
"That feem’d at once to pity and revde,
And

]
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And to her thus, raifing his thoughtful head,

The melancholy CowiEy faid :
*,Ah, wanton foe, doft thou upbraid

The ills which thou thyfelf haft made?

When, in the cradle, innoceat I lay,

Thou, wicked fpirit, ftoleft me away,
And my abufed foul didft bear

Into thy new-found worlds I know not where,

Thy golden Indies in the air;
And ever fince I ftrive in vain

- My ravithed freedom to regain: -

Still T rebel, flill thou doft reign,

Lo, fill in verfe againff thee I complain,
There is a fort of ftubborn weeds,

. Which, if the earth but once, it ever breeds;

" No wholefome herb can near them thiive,
No ufeful plant can keep alive ;

‘The foolith fports I did on thee beftow,

Make all my art and labour fruitlefs now;

Where once fuch Fairies dance, no grafs doth
ever grow. -

VII,

When my new mind had no infufion Enow:_u,
Thou gav’ft fo decp a tin&ure of thine own,
That ever fince } yainly «y
To wath away th’ inhcs=nt dye:
Long
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Long work perhaps may fpoil thy coloursquite,
But never .will-reduce the native white ;
" To all the ports of honour and of gain,
I.often fteer my courfe in vain, .
Thy gale comes crofs, and drives me backagain.
Thou flack’neft all my nerves of induftry,.
By making them fo oft to be o
The tinkling &rings of thy.loofe minftrele.
Whoever this world's happinefs would fee,
Mutt as entirely cait off thee,
As they who only heaven defire,
Do from the world retire.
This was my error, this my grofs miftake,
Myfelf a demy-votary to make,
Thus with SApPHIRA, and her hufband’s fate,
(A fault which I like them am taught too latc)
For all that I gawe up, I aothing gain,
And perifh for the part which I retain.

VIIL:
Teach me not then, O thou fallacious Mufc,
The court, and better king, t’ accufc ;
‘The heaven under which I live. is fair ;
“The fertile foil will a full Warve® bear;
‘Thine, thine is all the barrennefs ; if thou
Mak'ft me fit ftill and fing, whcn !hould
P"’“S" H
When
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When I but think, how many a tedious year
Our patient fov’reign did attend
His long misfortunes fatal end ;
How chearfully, and how exempt from fear,
On the Great Sovereign’s will he did depend,
1 ought to be accurft, if I refufe
To wait on his, O thou fallacious Mufe |
Kings have long hands (they fay) and though
I be ’

_ So diftant, they may reach at length ‘to me.

However, of all princes, thou ‘
Should’ft not reproach rewards for being fmall
- or flow;

‘Thou, who rewardeft but with popular breath, -

And that too after death.

~ DIA-
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“On the ‘Age of Queen Et1zaBeTH.
“l. DIGBY, Dl. ARBUTHNOT, M& ADDISON'.

T happened, in the fummnier of the

. year 1716, that Dr." ArBuTHNOT and
Mr. Appison had occafion to take a
journey together into #Warwickfbire.. Mr.
Prozv, “who had received intelligence
of their motions and was then at Coleﬂnll
contrived  to give them the meeting ac
Warwick ; where-they intended to pafs a
diy ortwo, in vifiting the curiofities of
that fine town, and the more remarkable
of thofe remains of - antiquity that are to
be feen in its nelghbourhood Thefe
were matter of high entertainment to all
of them; to Dr. ArsuTHNOT, for the
pleafure of recollecting the antient times ;

' . - to
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to Mr. Appison, on account of fome
political reflexions, he was fond of in-
dulgmguon fuch occcﬁ.eos~and %o Mr.

Dicby, from an ingenuous’ curiofity,

. and the love of fceing and obferving

whatever was moft remarkable, - whether
in the paft ages, or the prefent.

" Amowost other things ‘that amufed
them, they. were mych: taken. with -
great church at #Warwick. They ensete
tained -themielves with the feveral hiftey
ries, which it's many old meauments Jxy;
called to their memory [f]. , Xhe famouq
infcription of Sir. Fuik Gasvi oceahs,
oned. fome. seflexions; <fpecislly to Mr.
Dicsv, who had ufed. to be sauch affe@s
ed with the fame and fortunes of the acs
complifhed Sir Puip. Syongv. The
glory of the houfe of Warwick wap,
alfo, an ample ficld of meditation, Bug

[£] For the account of thefp Monuments, and of
Renchworth-Caftle, fee the plans and defcnpuons of
Dugpaii.

7 . what
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" what changed: to take :thiecif - attention
moft, wdas the monument of the great
esrl of LricesTsr. It recorded his
titles at full length, and, was, befides,
richly decorated with fqulpture, difplay-
ing the various enfigns dnd trophics of his
griatnefs. The pride -of this mimnifter
had never appeared to them fo confpicu-
ous, as in the legends -and ornaments of
his tomb-fkonc ;- which had sot enly out-
livod his family, but feemed to aflure it~
felf of immortality, by taking refuge, as
uwere,anhefooc of the altar,

Thesz funaul honwrs engaged them
in fome common reflexions on the folly
of fuch expedients to perpetuate human
grandeur; but at the famé time; as is the
ufual effe® of thefe things, ftruck their
imaginations very ftrongly. They readily

" appreheaded what muft have -been “the
ftate of this mighty faveurite in his life-
time, from what they faw of it in this
proud memorial, which continued in a

, : manner
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manner to infult pofterity {6>miny years
after his death. /But underftanding thae
the fragments at leaft of his fupreme
glory, when it was flourithing at its:
height, were ftill to be feenat Kenee-
woRrTH, which they. knew could be “at
no great diftance, they refolved to vifie
them the next.day, and indulge to. the
utmotft. the feveral reflexions which fuch
fcenes are apt to infpire; " On inquiry;
they found it was not more than'five or
fix miles to the caftle; fo that, by ftart-
ing early in the morning, they ‘mighe
eafily return to dinner at #arwick. They
kept to, their appointment. fo- well, that
they got to Kenelworth in good time, and
had even two or three hours on their
hands to fpend, in taking an exa& view
of the place.

It was luckily one ‘of thofe fine days,
which our travellers would moft have
withed for, and which indeed are moft
agreeablc in this feafon. It was clear

‘' cnough
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énough to afford a diftin& profpe& of
the country, and to fet the objeéts, they |
wanted to take a view of, in a good |
light ; and yet was fo conveniently
tlouded as to check the heat of'the fun,
and make the exercife of walking, of
which they were likely to have a good

deal, perfetly eafy to them.

Whaen they alighted from the coach,
the firft object that prefented itfelf, was
the principal caTEway of the Catftle.
It had been converted into a farm-houfe,
and was indeed the only part of thefe
vaft ruins, that was inhabited. On their
entrance into the inner-court, they were

ftruck with the fight of many mouldring

towers, which preferved a fort of mag-
nificence even 'in their. ruins. They
amufed themfelves with obferving the
vaft compafs of the whole, with marking
the ufes, and tracing the dimenfions, of
the feveral parts. All which it was eafy
for them to do, by the very diftinét traces

Vou. | L that
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that remained of them, and efpecially by
means of DucpaLe’s plans and defcrip-
, tions,which they had taken care to confult,

ArTzr rambling about for fome time,
they clambered up a heap of ruins, which
lay on the weft fide the court: and thence
cametoa broken tower, which, when they
had mounted fome fteps, let them out into
~ a path-way on the tops of the walls. From

this eminence they had a very diftin&
view of the feveral parts they had before
contemplated ; of the gardens an the
north-fide; of the winding meadow that
encompafled the walls of the caftle, on
the weft and fouth ; and had, befides, the
command of the country round about
them for many miles. The profpett of fo
many antique towers falling into rubbith,
cantrafted to the various beauties of the
landfkape, ftruck them with admiration,
and kept them filent for fome time.

- At length recovering himfelf, I per«
céive, faid Dr. ArBUuTHNOT, We arc all
' of
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of us not a little affe¢ted with the fight
of thefe ruins. They even create a me-
lancholy in me; and yet a melancholy- of
{o delightful a kind, that I weuld not ex-
change it, methinks, for any brifker fenfa-
_tion. The experience of this effect hath
often led me to inquire, how it is that
the mind, even while it laments, finds fo
great a pleafure in vifiting thefe fcenes of
defolation. Is it, continued he, from the
puredlove of antiquity, and the amufing
train of reflexions into which fuch remains
of ancient maghnificence naturally lead us?

I xNow not, returned Mr. ApDIsoON,
what pain it may give you to contem-
plate thefe triumphs of time and fortune.
For my part, I am not fenfible of the mixt
fenfation you fpeak of. I feel a pleafurg
indeed ; but it is fincere, and, as I con-
ceive, may be eafily accounted for. “Tis
nothing more, I beli¢ve, than a fition of
the imagination, which makes me think I
am taking a revenge on the once profper-
L2 ous
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‘ous and ovcrmadowing/.height, PRAEUM-
BRANS FASTIGIUM, as fomebody exprefles
it, of inordinate Greatnefs. It is certain,
. -continued he, this theatre of a great ftatef-
‘man’s pride, the delight of many of our
princes, and which boafts of having given
entertainment to one of them in a manner
fo fplendid, as to claim a remembrance,
even in the annals of our country, would
‘now, in its prefent ftate, adminifter ample
matter for much infulting reflexion.

-« WHERE, one might afk, are the tilts

and tournaments, the princely thews and .

fports, which weére- once fo proudly cele-
brated within thefe walls? ‘where are the

pageants, the ftudied devices and em-

‘blems-‘of curious invention, that fet the

‘court at a gaze, and even tranfported the
high foul of our Erizaseru?  'Where

- now, purfued he, (pointing to that which
- was.formerly a canal, but at prefent is
only a meadow with a fmall rivulet run-
nmg through it) whcre is the floating
s ifland,
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- ifland, the blaze of torches that eclipfed -

the day, the lady of the lake, the filken

* . nymphs her attendants, with all the other

fantaftic exhibitions furpaﬁ'mg even the
whimfies of the wildeft romance ? What
now ‘is become of the revelry of " feaft-
ing ? of the minftrelfy, that took the ear
fo delightfully as it babbled along the
valley, or floated on the furface of this
lake ? See there the fmokelefs kitchens,
flretching to a length that might give

room for the facrifice of a hecatomb ; the

vaulted * hall, which mirth and jollity
have fet fo often in an uproar ;- the rooms

of ftate, and thé prefence-chamber : what-

are they now but void and tenantlefs

ruing, clafped with ivy, open to wind and

weather, and prefenting to the eye no-

-

thing but the ribs and carcafe, as it were, _

of their former ftate ? And fee, faid he,

' that proud gate-way, once the manfion of-

a furly porter [g], who, partaking of the

.[£] The fpeaker’sidea of Lord LEICESTER’s
porter agrees with the character he fuftained on the

L3 . pnde
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pride of his lord, made the crouds wait,

'~ “and refufed admittance, perhaps, to. na«

bles whom fear or intereft drew to thefe
walls, to pay their homage to their
mafter: fee it now the refidence of a:
poor tenant, wha turns the key but to Jet
himfelf out to his daily labour, to admit
him to a fhort meal, and fecure his night-

queen’s reception at Kenekworth; as we find it des
fcribed in a paper of good authority written at that
time, ¢ Here a PORTER, tall of perfon, big of
limbs, ftark of countenance—with club and keys of
quantity according ; in 3 rough fpeech, full of pafs
fion in metre,” while the queen came within his
ward, burft out in a great pang of impatience to fes
fuch uncouth trudging to and fro, fuch riding in and
out, with fuch din and noife of talk, within his
charge; whereof he never faw the like, nor had any
warning once, ne yet could make to himfelf any
caufe of the matter, At latt, upon better view and
advertifement, ha proclaims open gates and fres
pafage toall; yields over his club, his keys, his
office and 3ll, and on his knees humbly prays pas-
don of his ignorance and impatience. Which her

highnefs gracioufly granting, &&c”—
A letter from an attendant in court to his
friend a citizen and merchant of London.
From the court, at Worcefler, 20 Auge

- 1575

o
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ly flumbers. Yet, in this humble ftate,
it hath had the fortune to outlive the
glory of the reft, and hath even drawn
to itfelf the whole of that little note and
credit, which time hath continued to this

once pompous building. For, while the

caltle itfelf is crumbled into fhapelefs
ruins, and is prophaned, as we there fee,
by the vileft ufes, this outwork of great-
_ nefs is left entire, fheltered and clofed in

from bird and beaft, and even affords
fome decent room in which the buman
face divine is not athamed to fhew itfelf.”

WhniLe Mr. AppisoN went on in this
vein, his two friends ftood looking on
- each other; as not conceiving what might
be the caufe of his exprefling himfelf with
a vehemence, fo uncommon, and not fuit-
ed to his natural temper. When the fit
was over, I confefs, faid Dr. ARBUTHNOT,
this is no bad topic for a moralift to de-
claim upon. And, though it be & trite
one; we know how capable it is of being

' L4 adorned
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adorned by him who, on a late occafion,
could meditate fo finely on the Tomss

AT WesTMINSTER [4]. But furely, pro--

ceeded he, you warm yourfelf in this con-

templation, beyond what the fubjeét re-

quires of you. The vanity of human

greatnefs is feen in fo many inftances, that

T wonder to hear you harangue on this
with fo peculiar an exultation. There is
no travelling ten miles together in any

part of the kingdom without ftumbling -

on fome ruin, which, though perhaps
not fo confiderable as this before us,
would furnith occafion, however, for the
fame reflexions.. There would be no end

of moralizing over every broken tower,

or fhattered fabric, which calls. to mind
the fhort-lived glories of our anceftors.

Trug, faid Mr. Appison; and, if thé |

fhort continuance of thefe glories were
the only circumftance, I might well have

fpared the exultation, you fpeak of, in -

[#] In the firft volume of the SPECTATOR.

. thig
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this ‘triumph over the fhattered remnants
of Kenelworth. But there is fomething
elf¢ that fires me on .the occafion. It
brings to mind the fraud, the rapine, the -
infolence, of the potent minifter, who
. vainly  thought to immortalize his ill-
gotten glory by this proud monument,
Nay, further, it awakens an indignation
againft the profperous tyranny of thofe
wretched times, and creates a generous
pleafure in refletting on the happinefs -
we enjoy under a jufter and more equal
govemment Believe me, I never fee the
remains of that greamefs ‘which arofe in
the paft ages on the ruins of public free-
-dom and private property, but I congra-
tulate with myfelf on - living at a time,
when the meaneft {ubje& is as free and
independent as thofe royal minions ; and
when his property, whatever it be, is as
. fecure from opprdﬁon,,as that of the
firft minifter. And I own this congra-
tulation is not the lefs fincere for con-
ﬁdermg that the inftance before us is
> taken
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taken from the reign of the virgin queen,
which it hath been the fathion to cry up
above that of any other of our princes [5].
I defire no other confutation of fo ftrange
unthankful a preference, than the fight

_of this vaft caftle, together with the re- .

colle@tion of thofe means, by which its
mafter arrived at his enormous greatnefs.

Your indignation then, replied Dr,
ARBUTHNOT, is not fo much of the mo-
ral, as political kind [£]. But is not the
conclufion a little too hafty, when, from

[7] The fa&tious ufe, that was “afterwards made
“of this humour of magnifying the chara@er of
* EL1ZABETH, may be feen in the Craft/nan, and Re-
* marks on the Hiftory of England.

[#] What the political charater of Mr, AppisoN
was, may be feen from his Whig-examiner. This
amiable nman was keen and even cauftic on fubjects,

where his party, that is, civil iberty, was concerned. .

Nor let it be any objection to the charatter I make
him fuftain in this Dialogue, that he treats ELr2-
BETH'S government with refpect in the Free-bolder,
He had then the people to cajole, who were taught
to reverence her memory. He is, here, addrefling
himfelf, in private, to his friends,

I | the

[
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the inftance of one over-grown favourite,
you infer the general infelicity of the
time, in which he flourithed? I am not, I
affure you, one of thofe unthankful men
who forget the bleflings they enjoy un-
der a prince of more juftice and modera-
don than queen ErL1zABETH, and under
a better conftitution of government than
prevailed in the days of our forefathers.
Yet, fetting afide fome particular dif-
honours of that reign (of which, let the
- tyranny of Leicefter, if you will, be one), -
I fee not but the acknowledged virtues
of that princefs, and the wifdom of her
government, may be a proper foundation
~ for all the honours, that po{tenty have
ever paid to her.

Were I'even difpofed to agree with
you, returned Mr. Appison, I fhould
not have the lefs reafon for triumphing,
as I do, on the prefent ftate of our go-
vernment. For, if fuch abufes could
cmp in, and be fuffered for fo many

years



16 DIALOGUES MORAL

years under fo great a princefs, what was
there not to fear (as what, indeed, did
not the fubject actually feel) under fome
of her fucceflors? But, to fpeak my mind
frankly, I fee no fufficient grounds for
the exceffive prejudice, that hath fomer
how taken place, in favour of the
. GOLDEN REIGN, as it is called, or EL}-
zaBETH. I find neither the wifdom, nor
the virtue in it, that can entitle it to a
preference before all gther ages.

O~ the contrary, faid Dr. ARi;UTa-
Nor, I never contemplate the monuments
of that time, without a filent admiration
of the wirtues that adorned it. Heroes
and fages croud in upon my memory.
Nay, the very people were of a character
above what we are acquainted ‘with in
our days. I could almoft fancy, the foil
itfelf wore another face, and, as you
poets imagine on fome occafions, that .
our anceftors lived under a brighter fun
and happier climate than we can beaft of,

To
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To be fure! faid Mr. Appison {mil-
ing: or, why not affirm, in the proper
language of romance, that the women of
thofe days were all chafte, and the men
valiant ? But cannot you fufpect at leaft
that there is fome inchantment in the
cafe, and that your love of antiquity may
poffibly operate in more inftances than -
thofe of your favourite Greeks and Ro-
mans 2 - Tell me honeftly, purfued he,
hath not this diftance of a century and
half a little impofed upon you? Do not
thefe broken towers, which moved you

. juft now to fo compaffionate a lamenta-

tion over them, difpofe you to a greater
fondnefs for the times, in which they
arofe, than can be fairly juftified ?

I wiLL not deny, returned Dr. Ar-
BUTHNOT, but we are often very gene-
rous to the paft times, and unjuft enough

- to the prefent. But I think there is lit-

tle of this illufion in the cafe before us,
And,
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And, fince you call my attention to thefe
noble ruins, let me own to you, that
they do indeed excite in me a veneration .
for the times, of which they prefent fo
firiking a memorial. But furely not
without reafon. For there is fcarce an
object in view, that doth not revive the
memory of fome diftinguithing charaéter
of that age, which may jutify fuch
veneration.

Avras! interrupted Mr. Appison, and
what can thefe obje@s call to mind but
the memory of barbarous manners and a
defpotic government ?

For the government, replied Dr. Ar-
sutuNot, I do not well conceive how
any conclufion about that can be drawn
from this fabric. The mawners I was
thinking of ; and I fee them ftrongly ex-
preffed in many parts of it. But whe-
ther barbarous or not, I could almoft
take upon me to difpute with you. And

th.



AND POLITICAL. 159

e

why, indeed, fince you allowed yourfelf
to declaim on the vices, fo apparent, as
you fuppofe, in this monument of anti-
quity, may not I have leave to confider it
in another point of view, and prefent to
you the yirtues which, to my eye at leaft,
are full as difcernible ?

You cannot, contigued he, turn your
eyes on any part of thefe ruins, without
encountering fome memorial of the virtue,
induftry, or ingenuity, of our anceftors.

Loox there, faid he, on that fine room
(pointing to the maLL, that lay juft be-
neath them) ; and tell me if you can help
refpeCting the wospiTariTy which fo
much diftinguithed the palaces of the
great in thofe fimpler ages. You gave
an invidious turn to this circumftance,
when you chofe to confider it only in
the light of wafteful expence and pro-
digality. But no virtue is privileged from
an ill name. And, on fecond thoughts, I

perfuade -
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perfuade myfelf, it will appear: you have
injured this, by fo uhcandid an appella-
tion. Can it deferve this cenfure, that
the lord of this princely caftle threw
open his 'doors .and fpread his table- for
the reception of his friends, his followers,
and even for the royal entertainment of
his fovereign? Is any expence more pro-
per than that which tends to conci-
liate [/] friendfhips; fpread the interefts
of fociety, and knit mankind together by
a generous communication in thefe ad-
vantages of wealth and fortune? -The
arts of a refined fequeftered luxury were
‘then unknown. The fame bell, that
called the great man to his table, invited
the neighbourhood all around, and pro-
claimed a holiday to the whole coun-
try [m]. 'Who does not feel the deco-

[ Lucran exprefles this ufe of the Table, pret-
tily — ®IATAY MEZITHN TPAIIEZAN. “Epdfleg;
c. 27. .

[=] Befides this fort of hofpitality, there wa:
another {till more noble and difinterefted, which
diftinguifhed the early times, efpecially the purer

. rum,
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‘pum, .and undegftand the! benefits of this
~ magpnificence ?" The pre-edhinence of rank

and fortune was nobly fuftained: the
fubordination of fociety preferved:- and
et ‘the envy that is fo apt to attend
‘the great, happily avoided. Hence the
‘weight and influence of the old nobility,

‘who_erigaged the love, as'well as com-.

‘mamded “ the veneration,-of - the peo-
ple. - In*the ‘mean time; ruial induftry
flourithed :  private. luxdry was difcou-
raged :. and in both ways that frugal
ﬁmgficify of life, our country’s grace and

ages of chivalry. It was cuftomary, it feems, for
the great lords to fix up KELMETS on the roofs and
battlements of their caitles as a fignal of hofpitality
“'to all adventurers and foble paffengers. ¢ Adonc-
qués etoit.une couftume en la Grant Bretagrie (fays
the author of the old romance, called Percero-
" REST) et fut tant ‘que charité regna -illecque, tous
‘gentils' hommes et nBbles dames faifoient mettre aa
plus hault de leur hoftel ung heaulme, en siGNz
que tous gentils hommes et gentilles femmes tref*
paflans lés chemins, entraffent hardyement en leur
hoftel comme’ en leur propre; car leurs biens
eftoient dawdntage 2 tous nobles hommes et femmea
trefpaffans le royaulme.” Vol iii, f r03. - -

“-Vor. I.. M ornament .

-~
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ornament i thele days, mptfavd
udp-ouud.

. I wouldfpml yompmegym,l&oubg,
faid Mr. ADDISON, to obferve the facki-
ous ule, that was made of this magnifi- -
cence, and the tendency it had to fupport
she priderand infolenee of the old nobi- -
Yoy Theastm&ofthcgreat.lanz
«fmid, was bur another name for the

Sawery of she people [x],

[] Thits is nét f without wuthérity :- % Give
“ e Ioave, fiys 0w, to hold this paxados, deat shie
S Enghfh were never more idle, never more ignorant
#63in magual arts, never mare ﬁ&nou in following -
“ ghe parties of prinees or theiy ‘landlosds, never
4 more bafe (as I may fay) trencher-flaves, than in
“ that age, wherein great men kepo qpen houfes for
4 all -comers and ‘goers: and that in our 3ge,
s wherein we- have better.learned eagh man to live
4 of his own, and great men kegp.pot fuch troops.
4 of idle fervants, not-only the Eoglith are become
& wery induftrious and &kilful insnanual arts, but alfo.
« the 3yranny of lords and gentlemen is abated,
* ¢ whercby they nourifhed private diflfenfions and.
% givil wars, with the deftru@ion of the common-
‘éh poople.” Fynss Moryson's linerary, PartHI.

. vb
, I sze
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* 4 sy I, Dec Arnvtssor faid, in a
shifferent dight; aad fp did our prioces
hemislvas, who cauld ot but be well
acquainted with the proper effedds of thas
intereft. They confidered the weight
af the nebiligy, a3 a counserpoife po dheir
own {overeigaty, 1t was an this accouns
they had mfed all mesns 1o leflen their
influense. But the canfequence was be-
fidle their expe@ation. The autharity of
the crown fell wikh it: snd, which was
#idl lefs expefted. by pelitical men, the
liberty of the people, after it had wan-
toned for a sime, funk under the geperal
oppreflien. It was then difcovered, but
2 lirtle of the lateft, that public freedom
throws beft, when it wound itfelf aboue
the ftock of the antient nobility. In
truth, it was the defet, not the excefs, of
pasrician influence, thet made way for the
miferies of the next century. :

N ‘M2 Yoy
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> You fee then it is not without caufe
that. I lay a firefs, even in a political
view, on this popular hofpuahty of" the

- great in the former agcs (o).

Bu'r, lcft you th‘mk IGt too long at
thc table, let uvs go on to the TiLTYARD;
which lies juft before us 5 that fchool of
fortitude . and honour to - our -generous

forefathers. A younger fancy, than

mine, would be apt to kindle-at the fight..
And our fpnghtlxer friend here, I daré

[¢] Dr. AxrUTHNOT, to0, has his authoruy A
famous politician of the laft century expreffeth him-
felf to much the fame purpofe,. after his manner;

- % Menceforth, fays he [that is, aftér the fatutes

againft retainers in Hen. VIPs mign] the country
lives, and great tables of the nobility, which no lons
ger nourithed veins ‘that would bleed for them, were
fruitlefs and loathforme till they changed the air, and
of princes became coxrtiers ; where their revenues,
never to have been exhaufted by beef and muttony
were.found marrow; whence followed rackmg of
rents, and, at length, fale of lands.” Sir JaMEs
HaxrinoTox’s Oczmm, P- 49, Lond. 1656.

fay,
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fay, has already taken fire at the remem-
brance of ‘the gallant exercifes,. whxch
weie celebrated in that quarter. . .

Mg. Dxcxv owned, he had a fecret
veneration for the manly games of that

time, which he had feen fo triumphantly

fet forth in the old poetsand romancers.

' Ricnur, faid Mr. Appison; it is pre-

‘ cxfely in that circumffance .that the en.

chantment confifts, - Some of our beft
wits_have taken a deal of idle pams tQ
ennoble 3 very barbarous entertainment,
and recommend it to us under the fpecious
sameof gallantry and honoyt. Bug Mr,
Dicsy fees through the cheit, Not
that I doubt, continued he, ‘but the doc-
tor, now he is in the vejn of pancgyncz
will lay 2 mighty ftrefs on thefe bar~
Darities; and pcrhaps compare -them

. with the exercifes in the Roman Cu‘cus,

or the O{ympu Barriers.
e Mg e . -AND

o
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 ANDp why net? intertupted Dr. Aws

puruNoT. The tendency of all theew

was the fame; to invigorate the faculties
both of mind and body; to give ftsength,

race, ard dexterity; to the limbg ; and
fire the mind with a generous- emulation
of the manly and tartial vireues,

Wm* truly, faid Mr, Aborsew, I 'fHall
pot deny that al) thres, as you obferve;
were mach of the fame merit, And,
how your hand is in for this fors of en«
€bmium, do Aot forget to celcbrawe the
Fublime tafte of out forefathers for dears

baiting [p]y as well a8 ¢ilting 4 dad vel}

[#] True it is, that this divertifement of Jear-
daiting was not dltagether unknown in the nge of
ErrzABL T, mt, B it feemeth, tiot ﬂu&lﬂﬂM
of mafier Stow binzfelf, who hath very graphically
defcribgd it. Heis fpeakmg of the Daa(/b embafla-
gor’s reception and entertainment at Gréenivich
!586 “ Asthe bittet fort, Gith he, ud their cone
veaient difports, fo wese not the ordinery ppopit cx-
¢loded from ‘competent pleafure. For, upon 2
mmyﬁw«u 24 lagg, where thoulandy

s
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us !o?, hew glorioufly the mob of thofe
days, as welt 25 their betters, ufed to be—
. labour ene agother.

¥ conress, faid Dr. Araursnor, the
- foftnefs of eur manners makes it difficule

might fland and behold with good contentment,
there BEAR-BAIFING and bull-baiting (tempered
' with other merry difports) were exhibited; whereat
it cannot be fpoken of what plealiuwe the people
took.
 Foritwasa fport alane, of thefe beasts,continueth
the hiftorian, to fee the bear with his pink eyes leer-
fing after his enemies; the mimblene(s and waie of
the dog to take his advantgg;; aad the force gnd
experience of the bear again to avoid the affaults z
1f he were bitten jn ane place, how he would pinch
in apother to get free; and if he were ence taken,
shen what fhife with biring, cawing, rerieg, tuggings
gralping, tumbling, 3nd toffing, he would work
wind himfelf away; and, when he was loofe, tq
fhake his ears with the blood and flaver about his
phifiamy, was a pitaitce of good relief.  The Il
paftime alfo of the bull—~And now the day bej
far fpent, apd the {un in his deglingtion, the embaf-
fador withdrew to his lodging by barge taCrosav’s
place; where, no doubt; TRIs DAY's soLEMMNITEH
WAS THOUGHT UPON AND TALKER or. bt

35620
L M4 ta
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0 fpeak on this fubject without ineur-~
ring. the ridicule, you appear fo willing
to employ againft me., ‘But you muft nat
think to difcredit thefe gymnaftics by a
Little -raillery, which has its foundation
enly in modern prejudices. For it is no
fecret, that the graveft and politeft men
of antiquity were of my mind.  You will
hardly fufpe& PrATo of incivility, ei--
ther in. his notions or manners. And
need I remind you how much he infifts
on the ‘gymnaftic difcipline ; without
which he could not have formed, or at
¥eaft have fupported, his republic ?

It was upon this principle, I fub}ioﬁi
then, faid Mr. DicBy, or perhaps in imi-
tation of his Grecian mafter, that our
Mirrov laid fo great a ftrefs on this dif-
cipline in his. TRACTATE or Epuca-
vioN. And before him, in the very time
you fpeak of, Ascuam, I obferve, took
po fmall pains to much the fame purpofc,
In his Toxormws. A

s : - It
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K IT is very clear, refamed Dr. An-
BUTHNOT, from . thefe ‘inftances, and
many more that might be given, that the
ancients were not fingular in their no-
tions on this fubject. But, fince you have
drawn me into 2 grave defence of thefe

* exercifes, let me further own to you that
1 think the Gotkic Tilts and Tournameénts
exceeded, both in ufe and elegance, even
the Grecian gymna[hcs {¢]. They were
a more diret image of war, than any of
the games at Obhmpia. And if Xenophdm
could be fo lavith in his praifes on the
Perfian pralice of hunting, becaufe it
had fome refemblance to thc exercife “of
arms, what would he not have faid of an
inftitution, which has all the forms of 3
veal combat? x :

Bu'r there was an elegance, too, in the.
conduct of the tournament, that might re-
.concnlc it even to modern delxcacy For,

{91 See the Anacharfis of Luctan. -
bcﬁdcs
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befides the fplendor of the fhew; the

dexterity, with which thefe exercifes
were performed ; and the fancy, thae ap-
peared in their accoutrement, drefles,
and devices : the whole conteft was enno-
bled with an air of gallantry, that muft
have had a great effet in refining the
manners of the combatants. And yet thig
gallantry had no ill influence on morals 5
for, as you infulted me juft now, it was
the odd humour of thofe days for the
women to pride themfelves in their
chaftity [7], as well as the men in thcu-
valour.

A Ifzhemdaum.pza}ﬁumgn to.admit

the fad, it may be accounted for, on the ideas of
awa.lry, in the following manner. The knight for-
ited 2ll preterifions to the favour of the ladies, if
he failed, in any degree, in the point of valour,
And, recnprocally, the claim which the ladies had to
protection and courtefy from the order of knights,

tras founded fingly in the reputation of chaftity, -

which was the female point of honour. % Ce droi¢
que les dames avojent fur la chevalerie. (fays M. o=,
LA CURNE DE STE. PALAYE) devoit étre condi-

tionel:" il fuppafoit que levr conduite et leurseputa- -

Z) . In

, ’

SRS U




AND POLITICAL 1t

T fhott, T confider the Toirnay, as the*
beft fchool of civility as well as heroifm,
4« High-creCted thoughts, feated in a
heart of courtefy,” as an old writer [5]
well éxprefies it, was the proper charac-
ter of fuch as had been trained in this
difcipline.

No wonder then, purfued he, the
poets and romance-writers took fo-much
puins to immortalize thefe trials of man-
hood. It was but what Pixpar and
Homer himfelf, thofe anttent mafters of
romance, had done before them. And

fion ne Yes rendolent point indignes de Pefpece
Paffociation qai tes un?t;)‘oit 3 cet orde unk]uesl;e“;
fondé fur Fhonneut. '

. Pat celle voge (fays an old Prench writer, the che-
valier 62 1A Towr, sbout the year 1371) les bonnes
fe craignoient &t f& tenolent plus fermes de faire

- chofe dont elles peuflent perdre lear honneur etleur

etat. S wouldrige que celui temps fuff revens, ca? jo
penfe it den Jervit pas camt de Mafmies comme i of @

efent. ' '
* 151 Sir Prrcae Syowey, L
- . e Mw
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how could it be otherwife ? The fhew it-
- felf, as I faid, had fomething very taking
in it; whilft every graceful attitude of
perfon, with every generous .movement
of the mind, afforded the fineft materials
for defcription. ..-And I am even ready.
to believe that what, we -hear cenfured
in their writings, as falfe, incredible, and
fantaftic, was frequently but a juft copy
- of life, and that there was- more of truth
and reality [#] in their reprefentations,
than we are apt_to imagine.- Their no-
tions of honour and gallantry were car-

ricd to an elevation [«], which, in thefg-

E ’ c 3 g e” ° - | . N l
(/] What is hinted, here, of the: reality of thefe
. teprefentations, hath been lately fhewn at large in a,

Jearned memoir on this fub;et, which the reader will, -

find in the xxt Tom. of Hxsr. DE L’ACAD, DE&_
InscriPTIONS ET BELLES Ln‘rnss.

'[#] This reprefentation of thiags in the ages of,
chivalry agrees with what we are told by the author
of the memoir, juft quoted: ¢ Les prermeres le-
gons,” (fays he, fpeaking of the manner in which
the. youth were educated in the houfes of the
Great, which were properly the fchools of thofe

times) “ qu'on leur donnoit, regardoient prmcx-
Iy degcnerate

———— .t et ottt . -
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‘degenerate days, hurts the credit of their
{tory ; ]l)ﬂ: as I have met w1th men that

palement I'wmmr de Dieu, et des dame:, ceft-d-dire, Ia
pehgpu, etla gahntene. Mais autant 1a dévotion
gu'on leur, infpiroit étoit accompagnée de puerilités
ot de fuperftitions, autant Pamour des dames,
qu'od leur recommandoit, &toit il rempli de rRAr-
FINEMENT etde PANATISME. Il femble qu'on ne
pouvoit, dans ces fidcles ignorans et groffiers, pré-
fenter aux hommes la religion fous une forme aflez
materielle pour la mettre 3 leur portée ; ni leur don-
ner, en,néme tems, une idée de 'amour aflez pure,
affez mctaphyﬁque, pour ptevemr les defqrd.res etles
excds, dont etoit capable une nation qui confervoit
par-tout le caraltere impetueux qu'elle montroit &
Ja guerre.”  Tom. xx. - 600.

- One feés then the origin of that funous gallantry
which runs through the old romances. And fo long
as the refinement and fanaticifm, which the writer
fpeaks of, . were kept in full vigour by the force of
inftitution and the fathion of the times, the morals of
thefc enamoured knights might, for any thing I
know, be as pure as their apologift reprefcnts them.
At the fame time it muft be confefled that this dif-
cipline-wus of a nature very likely to relax itfelf una
der another ftate of things, and certainly to be mif-
conftrued by thofe who fhould come to losk upon
thefe piQtures of a refined and fpiritual paffion, a in-
credible and fantaftic, And; hence, no doubt, we
axe to account for thar cenfure which a famous wri-

have
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Jave doubted whether the wirtues of e
Ricvis and the Scipsos of antient fume
‘were not theoff‘sprmg of pure fancy. -

nt.md mdnbeommmof%mum’s own

age, peficth on the pld books of chivglry. His ex-
mﬁm is dowasight, and fomewhat aoarfe. * In
our fathers gime nothing was vedbut boaks of chi-
" walry, wheesin ¢ man, by reafling, thould be led to
snnc.etherend, but only to wanlaxgbior and bmedrya,
#f any san fuppoie they weve good enough to pafs

. the time withall, he is deosived. For furely vain

wards de work no {msdl thing in vain, |gnenmr,
and -young minds, efpeciglly if they be.given any
shing ehoreunte .of their own patuee® - He adds,
like -a good Proteftant, « Thefe boolu, 8s I have
heard fay, were made the meft part in abbayes and
monafbesioss awerylikely and fit fruitof fuch an idle
and blind kind of liwing.” Pref o Aschan's
ToxorrILUS, 1§71

I thoughtit but juft o fet down shis cenfure d’
Mr. Ascuan.oversagaintt the candid seprefentation
of the Frensh memorialift.~~Howaver, what is-faid
of the imfluence, which this ancient inflitution had
en the chamaéier.of his countrymen,is not 4o be-dif-
puted. ¢ Les propeptes d'amour repandoiont daps
le commerae des dames .ges confiderations et ces
egards solpeueux, -qui, K'ayant jamais eé effacés de
Pefprit des Frangois, ont tOHjQ\ll‘O fait v dps ca-
radteres dlﬂm&tfs de ndtre nation.”

5 . . N.ur'
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Navr now, Dr. Armsvraxos, faid Mr.
AppisON, Jou grew quite cxtravagant.
What you, who are ufed to be fo quick
at efpying all abufes in fcience, and de-
felts in good tafte, turn advocate for
xhefe fopperies! Mr. Digsy and I fhall
begin to think yor banverws, in this ape-
Togy for the antient gymnafics, and are
only preparing a chapter for the face-
tious memoirs [w], you foretimes 'pro-
mife us,

NeveR more in carneft, 1 affure you,
replied the doftor. 1 know what you
have to obje& o thefe pittures of life
‘and manners.  But, i they will not bear
examining as copies, they may deferve to

-'be imitated as models. And ‘their ule,

methinks, might atone for fome defelts
in the article of probability. T

[«w]Of ScrisLerys. See the vith chapter of
that learned work, Ox sv ewtient Gymnaftics.

Fon
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anuent chxvalry in a very ‘ferious hght,

. As niches, fill’d with' ftatues, to umte
Young valours forth—[x] '

‘ls Ben JouNson, a valorous hard,y
poet, and who, himfelf, would have mad.e
;3 good kmght-errant, jultly fays of them.
,For, it is. certain, they had this effect.
_The youth in general, were ﬁrcd Wlti’l
thé love of martial exercifes. They
were carly formed ‘to habits of fatigue
and enterprize:  And, together with this
.warlike fpirit, the profeffion of chwalry
.was favourable to every other virtue.
.Aﬁ"abxhty, courtefy, generoﬁty, veracnty,
thefe were the quahﬁcatxons moft pre,
tended to by the men’ of arms, in the
‘days of pure and uncorrupted chwahy.
We do not pcrhaps, ourfclves, know, at
this diftance of time, how much we are
‘indebted to the force of' this ﬁngular in-

[4] Masquks, p. 181, WHALLEY s edition.
ﬁxtuuon

.
|
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Ritution. But this I may prefume to fay,
that the men, damong whom it arofe and
flourithed moft, ‘had prodigious obliga-~
. tions to'it, No policy; even of an ancient
legiflator, could have contrived a better
éxpedient to cultivate the manners and -
tame the fpirits. of a rude and ighorant
people. I could almoft fancy it provi-
dentially inttoduted among the northerr
nations, to bréak the fiercenefs of their
hatures, atid prevént that brutal favage-
nefs and fetocity of charaéter, which
muft otherwife have grown upon them in
the darker ages,

" Nay, the generous. fentiments; it in<
i;pu!ed _perhaps contributed very much
to awaken an emulation of a different
kind; and to bring on thofé das of light
and knowledge which have difpofed us,
fomewhat unthankfully, to vilify and de- -
fame it. This is certain, that the firft
effays of wit and poetry, thofe harbin-
gers of returning day to every fpecies of
- Vor. L, - N good



178 DIALOGUES MORAL

good letters, were made in the bofom of
chivalry, and amidft the affemblies of no-
ble dames, and courteous knights. ‘And
we may even obferve, that the beft of our
modern princes, fuch as have been mofk
admired for their perfonal virtues, and
have been moft concerned in reftoring
all the artsof civility and politenefs, have
been paffionately addicted to the feats
of ancient prowefs.. In the number of
thefe, need I remind you of the courts of
Francis I, and Henry IV, to fay no-
‘thing.of our own Epwarps ahd Henrys,
and that mirrour of all their virtues ity
one, our renowned and almoft roman-
tic Evizaper [5]?2

[»] This romantic {pirit of the Queén may be
feen as well in het amours, as military atchieve-
ménts. ¢ Ambiri, coli ob formarh; et AMORIRUS,
“etiam- inclinatd jam =tate; videri voluit; de rABU-

rosis INsULIs per illam- relaxationem renovat -

quafi memori4 in quibus EQUITES Ac STRENUX
HOMINES ERRABANT, €t AMOKRES, foeditdte Dmni
prohibitd, generos® per VIRTUTEM ekercebant.”
Tuvant Hift, tom. vi. py 172

Bur

—— o e e e st s
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But you think I pufh the argiment

too far. And lefs than this may difpofa -

- The obfervdtion of the gitdt hiftoriah is confirmed
by Francis OssorNg; Efq. who, fpeaking of @
contrivance of the Ceeilian party to rui the earl of
EssEx, by giving kim a rival in the vood graces of
the quekn, oblerves=-¢ Butthewhole Tefult eonclud-
ing in a duel; did rather inflame than abate the
former account the made of him: the opinion of a
cHAMPION beifig more fplendid (in the weak and
romantic ferdfé of women, that admit of nothing fi¢
to be made the object of a quarrel but themndelves})
and far above that of a captain of general. So as
SirEpmunp CARY, brother to the Lord HoNsDEN;
then chamberlain and near kinfman to the Quéen;
fold me, that, though fhe chid themt both, nothing
pleafed her better than a conceit fhe had, that her
beauty was the fubjett of this quatrel, when, God
knows, it gtew from the {tonk of honour, of whick
then they were very tender.”—~Mzew. oF Q;Er1z4%
BETH, p. 456.

Biit nothing fhews the romhanitic difpofition of the
Queen, and indced of her times, more. evidently
than the TRIUMPH, as it was called ; devifed and
?rformed with great folemmt), in honour of the

vench commiffioners in 1581+ The contrivance
was for four of her prindipal courtiers, under the

quaint appellation of ¢ four fofter-children of pE-.
. 3IRE,” to befiege and carry by dint of arms, ¢ Tug -

FowrRESS oF BEAUTY; intending, by this courtly
N 2 you

‘

PO
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you to conceive with reverence of the
feene before us, which muft ever be re-
garded as a nurfery of brave men, a very
feed-plot of warriors and heroes. I con-
fader the fucceffes at the barriers, as pre-
ludes to future conquefts in the field.
And, as whimfical a figure as a young
tilter may make in your -eye, who will
fay that the virtue was not formed here,
that triumphed at AxeLL and bled at
ZUTPHEN ?

#enigma, nothing lefs than the queen’s majefty’s
own perfon.—The aétors in this famous triumphy
were, the Earl of ARunpeL, the Lord WinDsor,
MafterPr1L1e S1DNEY, and Mafter FuLkGREVIL.”?
And the whole was conduéted fo entirely in the
- fpirit and language of knight-errantry, that nothing
in the Arcadia itfelf is more romantic. See the ac-
count at large in STow’s continuation of HoLinG-
sueAD’s Chronicles, p. 1316—1321.

To fee the drift and propriety of this tiumph, it
is to be obferved that the bufinefs which brought
the Frepch commiffioners into England, was, the
great affuir of the queen’s marriage with the duke
of ALANgoN.

Ws
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W fhall very readily, replied M.
Appison, acknowledge the bravery and

‘other virtues of the young hero, whofe

fortunes you hint at. He was, in truth,
to fpeak the language of that time, the
very flower of knightheod, and contri-
buted more than any body elfe, by his
pen, as well as fword, to throw a luftre
on the profeflion of chivalry. But the
thing itfelf, however adorned by his wit
and rccommendcd by his manners, was
barba;ous ; the offspring of Gorbic fierce-
nefs; and thews the times, which favour-
ed it fo much, to have fcarcely emerged
from their original rudenefs and bruta-
lity, You may celebrate, as loudly as
you pleafe, the deeds of thefe wonder-
working kmghts. Alag, what affinity
have fuch prodigies to our life and man-
pers? The. old poet, you quoted juft
pow with approbatnon, fhall tell us th;
difference : -

N3 Thefg
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Thefe were bold ftories-of our Arthur’s agee

But here are other acls, another ftage

And fcene appears ; it is not fince as then;

Nq giants, dwarfs, or monfters here, but
MEN {z].

Og, if you want a higher authority,
we fhould nof, methinks, on fuch an oc-
cafion, forget the admiral CErRvaANTES,
whofe ridicule hath brought eternal

_ difhonour on the profeffion of knight;

grrantry.

‘Wit your leave, inﬁcrmpted‘ Dr,
‘ArpuTHNOT, I have reafon to except
pgainft both your aythorities, At beft,
they do but condemn_the abufes of chi-
yalry, and the madnefs of continuing the
old romantic fRirit in times when, from a
change of manners and policy, it was nQ
longer in feafon. Adventures, we will
fay, were of courfe to ceafe, when giants
and monfters dif_appeared; And yet have
they totally difappeared, and have giants

[z3 Speeches at Prigee Hesry’s barriers.
. .
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and monfters been no where heard of
out of the caftles and forefts of our old
romancers ? *Tis odds, methinks, but, in
the fenfe of EvLizapeTn’s goad fubjects,
Puwie IL might be a gigns atleaft : and,

without a little of this adventurous {pirit,’
it may bhe a queftion whether all her
enchanters, I mean her BurLEIGHS and
‘WavsingHams, would have proved a
matchforhim. I mention this the rather to
thew you, how little obligation his coun-
trymen have to your Cervantes for
laughing away the remains of that
prowefs, which was the beft fupport of

the Spanifb monarchy.

- As if, faid Mr. Appison, the prowefs
of any peoplc were only to be kept alive .
by their running mad. But let the cafe
of the Spamard: be what it will, furely
we, of this colintry, have little obligation
to the fpirit of chivalry, if it were only
that it produced, ar encouraged at leaft, -
and hath now entailed upon us, the curfe
N 4 of
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of duell; ngs; which even yet dommcers
m the fathionable world, in fpite ‘of all
that wit, and reafon, and religion itfelf;,
have ‘done to fubdae it. ' *Tis true, at
,prcfent this law of arms is appca]cd to
only in the cafe of fome high' point of
nice and my{’cenous honour. ‘But in the
fxappler days you celebrate, it ‘was call-
ed in-aid, 6n corhfmon occafions. " Even
quef’clons of right and property, youknow,
were ‘determined 'at the barriers [2]}

and brute forée was allowed' the moft
equitable, as well as ‘thorteft, way of de-
cxdlng ‘all "difputes both concei‘mng a
man’s e&atc and honour. o » !

[ There wis an inftance of this kind, and per-
haps the lateft upon record in-our- hiftory, in. thg
13% year of the queen, when ¢ a combat was ap-

inted to have been ‘fought for a cértain'manot,
and demain lands belonging theteto, in Kent.” - The

- matter was- compromifed, in the end, But not il
after the ufual forms had been obferved, by the two
parties : of which ‘we have a cirious and ¢ircums

Rantxal d\-.taxl in Hakag/k s chronicles, p. 1225 -
. L e _Ydt!
. » o

— e
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You. might obferye too, aptcrpoﬁ:gl
Dr ARrBUTHNOT, that this was the way
m which thofe ﬁcrcer dlfputes concern-
ing a miftrefs, or a kingdom, were fro-
quently decided. ~ And, if this fort of
decxﬁon, in fuch cafes, were {hll 1p pr
among Chr;ftxan princes, you might call
it perhaps a barbarous cuftom: but would
jt be ever the worfe, do you thmk, fo:
thcn' good fubje&s ?

PERHAPS it wopld not, returned Mr.
'Anmson, in fome inftances. And yet;
will you affirm, that thofe good ﬁtbjeﬂf
were in any enpviable ﬁtuatlon, unde
;hexr fighting mafters 2 Afer all, allow-
mg you to put thc bcﬁ conﬂ:ru&lon yoy
can on thcfe ufages of our forefathcrs, '

¢¢ all we find
Is, that they did their work and din’d,”

And, &ough fuch feats may argue 3
{ound athletic confhtuuon, you muft ex-
cufc
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“cufe me, if I am not forward to entertain
~any hxgh notions of their civility.

“THER civility, faxd Dr. ArBUTHNOT,
s another confideration. The wHaLL
'and TILT-YARD are certainly good proofs
‘of what they are alledged for, the hoft
‘pitality and bravery of our anceftors.
But it hath not been maintained, that
thefe were their only virtues. On the
contrary, it feems to me, that every flower
of hymanity, every elegance of art and
genjus, was cultivated amongft them.
For an inftance, need we look any fur-
ther than the LakE, which in the flou-
'rithing times of this caftle was fo famous,
and which we even now trace in the
‘Winding-bed of that fine meadow ?

I po not underftand you, replied Mr.
AppisonN. Ican eafily intagine what'an
embellithment that lake muft have been
Yo the caftle’; but am at a lofs to con-

geive what fewers of-wit and ingenuity,
o

_—
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to ufe your own nigmatical language,

eould be raifed or fo much as watéred
by it,

Ann have you thea, returned Dr.
ArpuranoT, fo foon forgotten the large
defcription, you gave us juft now, of the
dhews and pageants difplayed on this
Jake 2. And-can-any thing better declare
the art, invention, and ingenuity, of theiy
conductors ? Is not this canal as good g
memorial of the ardour and fuccefs with
which the finer exercifes of the mind
were pupfued in that time, 35 the tilty
yard, we have now left, is.of the addrefg
and dexterity fhewn in thofe of the body ?

I REMEMBER, faid Mz, Appison, that
many of the fhews, intended . for the
queen’s entertainment at this place, were
axhibited on tbat canal. But as to any
a1t _or beauty of contrivance -

# You for none, I fippofe.” :
4 ’ Way

o
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the fount and ocean, the *watry nymphd ,
and demi-gods: and thefe were to play
their patt in their own element. Could
any preparatxon be more artful for the
~ panegyric defigned on the naval glory of
that reign? Or, could any reprefentaton
. be more grateful to the queen of the

ocean, as ErrzAsern was ther! cafled;

than fuch as exprefled her fovereigney
in thofe regions? Hence the fea-greens

Nereids, the Tritons, and Neptune him-

felf, were the proper ators:in the drama.

And the opportunity of this {pacious

lake gave the eafieft introdution' and

moft natural appearance to.the whole

fcenery. Let me add, too, in further

commendation of the tafte which was

" fhewn in théfe -agreeable fancies, that
‘the attributes -and - dreffes of the-deitite
themfelves were ftudied with care; and
the moft learned poets of the time em<

ployed to make them fpeak and att in

charatter. So that an old Greek or Ro«

man mlght have applauded the contri-
vance,
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vance, and have almoft fahcled: himfelf
afliting at a rehgmus ceremong in his
ewn country: ,

AND,.(O. fhew you that all this prof
priety was intended by the defigner himy
felf, and not imagined at pleafure by his
encomiaft ;I retoeimber, that, when fome
years after, the carl of Hertrorp had
the bonour to receive the. queen -at, hiy

_feat in Hampfbire, becavfe he had no

fuch .canal as this in. réadinefs on the
occafion, Ke fet on a vaft number of
hands to holow a bafon in his park fos
that purpofe. With fo great diligence
and fo exa& a decorum were thefe entcr.
minments conduded !

‘ Dm not I tell you, interpofed Mr.
Appison, addrefling himfelf to Mr.
DicBy, to what an extravagance the.
do@ot’s admiration of the antient tides
would carry him ?"Could you have ex-
pected all this harangue on the art, ele-
T gance,
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gance, and dccorum, of THE ntmcm.r
PLEASURES OF KENeLworTH [4]? And
muft not it divert you to fee the unform=
¢d genius of that age tricked out in
the gracel of Roman or even Atsic
politenefs ? :

Mgr. D16y acknowledged, it was very
generous in the” dottor to reprefent in
fo fair a light the amufements of the
ruder ages. But I was thinking, faid he,
‘to what caufe it could poffibly be ow-
ing, that thefe pagan fancies had acquir-
ed fo general a conﬁderauon in the days
of ELIZABETH.

Tue general paffion for thefe fancies,
returned Dr. ARBUTHNOT, Was a natural
confequence of the revival of learning.
The ﬁrﬂ: beoks, that came inte vegue,

[#] Alluding to atra&, fo alled, by GascoieNe,
an attendant on the court, and poet of that time,
who hath given us a narrative of the entertainments
that paﬂ‘ed on this occafion at Kenehvorth

were
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-were the poets. And nothing could be
‘more amufing to rude minds, juft opening
:to a tafte of letters, than the -fabulous
ftory of the pagan gods, which is con-
ftantly interwoven in every piece of an-
tient poetry. Hence the imitative.arts

.of fculpture, painting, and poetry were im-

:mediately .employed .in thefe pagan ex-
hibitions. But this was not all. The
firlt artits in every kind were, of Jtaly ;
and it was but natural for them to a&
thefe fables over again on the wvery fpot,
that had firft produced them. Thefe,
too, were the mafters to the reft of
JLurope. So that fafbion concurred, with
the other prejudices of the time, to re-
vcommend this practice to the learned.

.

From the men of art and literatyre
the enthufiafm fpread itfelf to the great;
whofe fupreme delight it was to fee the
wonders of the old poetical ftory brought
forth, and realized, as it were, before

Vor. L O them,
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them[c].” And what, in truth, could
‘they do better? For, if I were not a little
[] Hence then it is-that a celebrated a dramatic

writer of thofe days reprefents the entertainment of
MAsks and SHEWS, as the higheft indulgence that

could be provided for a luxurious and happy mo- .

narch. His words are thefe; :
¢« Mufic and poetry are his delighe.
Therefore I'll have Jialian mafques by night,
Sweet fpeeches, comedies, and pleafing fhews ;
And in the day, when he fhall walk abroad,
Like SyLvay NyYMPHs, my pages fhall be clad :
My men, like SATYRS, grazing on the lawns,
Shall with their goat-feet dance the antic hay:
Bometimes a lovely boy in D1aN’s fhape,
‘With hair, that gilds the water as it glides,
Crownets of pearls about his naked arms,
And in his fportful hands an olive-tree,
Shall bathe him in a fpring, and there bard by
One like AcTZ0N, peeping through the grove,
Shall by the angry Goddefs be transform'd—
Puch things as thefe beft pleafe his majefty.
: Marrow's Edward II.
. And how cxa&ly this dramatift painted the hu-
mour of the times, we may fee from the entertain-
ment provided, not many years after, for the re-
ception of King JaMESs at Altbrop in Northampton-
Juire; where this very defign of Sybvan Nymphs,
Sapyrs, and AcTZON was executed in a mafqué by

B. Jonsox.
afraid
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afraid of your raillery, I fhould defire tv
know what courtly amufements even of
our time are comparable to the fhews
and mafques, which were the delight and
improvement of the court of EL1zaBeTH,
I fay, the improvement ; for, befides that
thefe fhews were not in the number of
the INERUDIT/ VOLUPTATES, fo juftly
chara@erifed and condemned by a wife
antient, they were even highly ufeful
‘and inftruétive. Thefe devices, compofed
out of the poetical hiftory, were not
only the vehicles of compliment to the
great on certain folemn occafions, but of
the foundelt moral leflons, ‘which were
artfully thrown in, and recommended to
them by the charm of poetry and num-
bers. Nay, fome of thefe mafques were
moral dramas in form, where the virtues
and vices were imperfonated.  'We know
the caft of their compofition by what we
fee of thefe fictions in the next reign;
and have reafon to conceive of them with
reverence when we find the names of
' O FLETCHER
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Frercuer and JoNsoN [d] to fome-
of them. 1 fay nothing of JonEgs and:
Lawes, though all the elegance of their-
refpective arts was called in to affift’ the
poet in the contrivance and execution of.
thefe entertainments.

ANDp, now the poetshave fallen in my-
way, let me. further obferve, that the
manifeft fuperiority of this clafs of writers
ih ErL1zABETH’s reign,.and that of her-
fucceffor, over all others who have fuc--
ceeded to them, is, among other reafons, .
to be afcribed to the tafte which then -
prevailed for thefe.moral reprefentations. .
This taught them to animate and im-

perfonate every thing, Rude minds,. °

you will. fay, naturally give into this
practice.  'Without doubt. But art and -
genius do not difdain to cultivate and

[4] Whom his frjend Mr.SELDEN charaQerizeth
in thjs manner, . )
¢ Omnia carmina doctus
Etcalles mythm plafmata et hiftoriam.”

‘1. of How. p. 466. .

3 improve«
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improge in.  Hence it is,.that we find
in the p’h;afcology and mode of thinking

of thag time, dnd of that time only, the '

’»-cﬁ'cnqg of the tueft and fablimeft

WirhouT doubt, Mr: Apbison faid;
the poetry of that time is of a better
tafte than could well have been expected
from.. it barbarifm in other inftances:
But, fuch prodigies as SHAkEsPEAR and
SeenceR would do great things in any
age, and under every difadvantage.

Most certainly they would; returned
Dr. Aa.BUTHNor, but not the thmgs
that you adumiire fo much in thefe immor-
tal writers.  And, if you will excufe the

" intermixturé of a litle philofophy ia

thefc ramblings, I will atttmpt to ac-
count for it.

THERE i3, I think, in the revolutions

. of tafte and language, a ccrsain_ point,

03 which
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which is more favourable to the ‘purpofes
of poetry, than any other. It may be-dif-
ficult to fix this point with exaétnefs. " But
we fhall hardly miftake in- fuppofing
lies.fomewhere between the rude effays
of uncorrected fancy, on the one hand,
_ and the refinements of reafon ‘and
fcience; on the-other:.

_ Anp fuch appears to have been the
condition of our language in the age of
Erizasetn. It was pure, ftrong, and
perfpicuous, without affe@ation.. Atthe
fame time, the high figurative manner,,
which fits a language fo peculiarly for
the ufes of the poet, had not yet been
controlled by- thie profaic genius of phié
lofophiy and logic. Indeed:this character
had"been ftruck fo deeply-inta the Eng-
lifb tongue, that it was not to be: re-
moved by any ordinary improvements in

cither :- the reafon of which might be, .

the delight which was taken by the: Eng-
lifp very. early in their old mvsTERIES
and!
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:’\}-,'}f the fame fpiriy

n fuccecdmg Quées,

*:geans of their'MasquEs and: 'm,!vmpns.
nd fomething ‘like thxs,lobﬁrvc, at-"

* tended the progrefswpf Greek and

.4gjoetry, on the cﬁ)w s axim in SHAKE-

# %9urs, from rel:gxon and pagan rclxglon,
f%f all others,’ was the propereft to intro-
_ 'Buce and _ gncburage a fpirit of allegory
' A fd moral fition. Hence we eafily ac-
ey N éntmt for the alegoric caft of their old
i_;; dramas, which have a great refembfance
“ o, our antient moralities. NEcessiTy
: "'\"1 “brought in as a perfon of the drama,
BTN

2 'mone of ZESCHYLUS’S plays; and DeaTH,
iem ‘one of Euripipes; to fay nothmg of

R [e] Sacrifices, fays PLuTARCcH, wtbaut zb‘
and without mufic, e have known: but for poe ,g,
‘. ;w:ywutfa&k and without ﬁ&wn, e know of no _/i;cb

&& . Buglas iy axapu;v_(, araddug loper dx wpm
B, uJ‘: a?lzwi‘n woinowy, De aud. poét. vol. i.

many

and the. conﬁnﬁﬁﬁn@_

ﬂomn poetry ; quci‘r ;vas the sruef - ',"“

i

. ..!;‘ra.
el J..i.f‘-v;“. ~ien
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many fhadowy perfons. in the comedies

-

of ArmTopuans. The frth is, 3;'; .

agan ‘seligion deified every thing,

. gchvcrcd thefe deities into: the hand Gf oz

their pamcers, feulptors,, and poess. I
like manper, chriftian fupermu.oq, or, xf
you will, modern barbanﬁn,, npperjpnaml
every things; and thefe pgrfon;, in pra,~

. per form, fubfifted for fome time on thQ

N R ‘
;! J.@
e o, .

|

ftage, and almoft to qur days; in th o |

malques. Hence the piGurefque ftyle éfh

our old poetry; which looks fo fmcxfx&r

in SeewsEr, and which SnagzsPEARX
geniys hath carried to the urmoft fubh-' '

mlty . _ ; i .'l

T wiLL not deny, fald Mr. Aumsorqe-’

Q.

but there may be fomething in this dé 2
du&ion of the caufes, by which you ae=.

count for the firength and grandeur . of } -"-,;'

the Engl ifb poetry, unpolithed as it ftill. .
was in the hands of ELiZABETH’S greqt

-poets.  But for the malques thc}n- S

.oy "o .'o‘\

felves =

R &‘9
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You forgct, I believe; one; interrupted.

~ . Dr. ArBuTHNOT, Which does your fa-

* vourite poet,. MiLTON, almoft as much
" honour, as his Paradife Loﬂ —But I
have no mind to engage in-a further vin:

. ‘dication of'thefe fancies. I orly conclude

- letters, the genius of the Engli/b tongue;.
£umas fuch as gave a manlinefs to their
compoﬁuons of all forts,- and even an
'., clcgance to thofe of the lighter formz.,
R w whxch we might do well to cmulatc,
not dcrxdc, in this @ra of politenefs.
* . Bur I am aware, as you fay, 1 havé
. been'tranfported too far. My defign was:
“only to hint to you, in oppoﬁtton to your
::'- invective againft the memory of the old
times, awakened in us by the fight of
this ciftle, that what you obje& to i:
capable of a' much fairer interpretation.
. You have a proof of it, in-two or thre¢
1 mﬁanccs 5 in their fcﬁwals their exer-
' . ' - cifes,.

(3

¢

Lt e,

-+ -that the tafte of the age, the ftate of o
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cifes, and. théir poetical fitions: or, to
exprefs myfelf in the claffical forms, you
have feen by this view of their convi- "
VIAL, GYMNASTIC, and MusicaL cha-’
rater, that the times of EL1zaBETH may
pafs for golden, notwithftanding what a
fondnefs for .this age of bafer metal may
incline us to reprefent it.

In the mean time, thefe fmaller matters
have drawn me afide from my main pur-
pofe. What furprized me moft, purfued
he, was to hear you fpeak fo flightly, L.
- would not call it by a worfe name, of the

GovERNMENT of Erizasern. Of the
manners and taftes of different ages,
different perfons, according to their views
of things, will judge very differently.
But plain faéts fpeak fo ftrongly in favour
of the policy of that reign, and the fu-
perior talents of the fovereign, that I
could not but take it for the wantonnefs
“of oppofition in you to efpoufe the con-
trary opinion, And, now I am warmed .
. . by




-—

AND POLITICAL. 203

by this flight {kirmifh, I am even bold
enough to dare you to a defence of it
if, indeed, you were ferious in advancing

. that ftrange paradox. At leaft, 1 could

with to hear .upon what grounds you
would _]uﬁlfy {o fevere an attack on the

~ reverend  adminiftration. of that reign,

fupported by the wifdom of fuch men as
Ceci. and WALSINGHAM, under the
direétion of fo accomplifhed a prmccfs as

our EvizaseTH. Your manger .of de-

fending even the wrong fide of the
queftion will, at leaft, be entertaining.

And, I think, I may anfwer for our young

friend, that his curiofity will lead him to
join me in this requeft to you.

Mg, Appison faid, He did not cxpe&
to be called to fo fevere an account of
what had efcaped him on this fubjeét.

‘But, though I was ever fo willing, con-

tinued he, to oblxge you, this is no time
or place for entering on fuch a contro-
verfy. 'We have not yet completed the

round

S S ¥ |
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~ zound of thefe buildings. And I would

fain, methitiks, make the circuit of that
pleafant meadow. Befides its having
been once, in another form, the fcene of
thdfc fhows you defribed To' largely to
s, it will deferve fo be'vifited for the
fake of thé tany fine views, which, as
we wind along it, we may p:ormfc to our-
i’eKrcs of thcﬁ: ruins. ,

* You forget my bad legs,” faid Dr.
Arsuranor Emiling; otherwife, I fup-
pofe, we cin heither of us have any
diflike ‘to' your propofal. -But, as you
pleafe : lerus defcend from thefe heights,
‘We may refume the converfation, as we
walk along; and efpecially, as you pro-
pofe, when we get down into that
vallcy ‘

N

fh.Enliaf the FirsT VoLUME,
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